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Israel launches projects In S. Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — Israeli Agriculture Minister Yaakov 
Tzur on Monday voiced his country's continued support for its 
allies in the occupied “security zone" in South Lebanon as he 
inaugurated Israeli-financed projects here. Mr. TZur was speaking 
at a press conference on the Lebanon-Israet border after a brier 
visit to the “security zone” manned jointly by around 1,000 Israeli 
troops and a 3,000-strong proxy militia, the South Lebanese Army 
(SLA). “We will continue to give support to this region and 
provide it with its basic needs,” said Mr. Tzur, flanked by SLA 
commander Antoine Lahd, after inaugurating a chicken farm and 
a greenhouse. Israel, which has invested huge sums of money into 
the zone over ihe years and keeps on its payroll a civilian 
administration, financed the Lebanese-owned projects which 
experts have estimated at around- $100,000. “We must be ready 
economically and militarily foe peace,” Mr. Tzur said, adding that 
when the time comes Israel will have to negotiate with the 
Lebanese authorities on the future of Israeli-financed projects in 
the “security zone." 
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Arafat firmly in control; 
independence predicted 
in three-year council life 

Elections declared a success despite 
delays and reversal of some results 

Jordan pledges its 
continued backing 
for the Palestinians 


Israel could free 
murder convicts 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
- (AFP) — Israeli Justice 
Minister David Libai said 
Monday that Palestinian pris- 
oners with blood on their 
hands could be released if 
attacks on Israelis axe halted. 
"If the Palestinian (National) 
Authority keeps up its fight 
against terrorism and views 
terrorism as an obstacle to 
our bilateral relations, we 
will be able to discuss these 
releases," said Mr. Libai. 
Die condition was that the 
attacks had to stop. “And if 
we release Palestinians who 
murdered Jews, we plan to 
do the same for Jews who 
murdered Palestinians or 
who carried out crimes for 
nationalist motives,” he said. 
Mr. Libai also said after talks 
with bis Palestinian counter- 
part Freih Abu Middein, at 
the Erez crossing between 
•' Israel and Gaza, that his 
country was keeping its word 
on the planned release of 
prisoners. Some 4,000 
Palestinians are still in Israeli 
jail. 

Abu Sharif to end 
30-year exile 

AMMAN (AFP) — A lead- 
ing Palestinian figure, Bas- 
sam Abu Sharif, said he 
would return to the Gaza 
. , . Strip on Tuesday for the first 
time in almost 30 years with 
~y the approval of Israeli au- 
thorities. Mr. A bn Sharif told 
•' AFP on Monday that be 
would travel to the Gaza 
Strip for the first time since 
1967 to take part in meetings 
of the Palestinian National 
Council (PNC). Israel has 
agreed to allow the return of 
all the 630 PNC members to 
hold a meeting to annul 
clauses in the Palestinian 
charter calling for the des- 
truction of the Jewish state. 
Mr. Abu Sharif, who has 
lived in Jordan for two years, 
said "the abolition of the 
passages in the charter calling 
for the destruction of Israel is 
necessary as they no longer 
■ have any sense following the 
signature of tile autonomy 
accords.” 

Turkey pledges to 
punish hijackers 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
said Monday that pro- 
Cbechen gunmen who hijack- 
ed a ferry with more than 200 
people on board in a Turkish 
port last week would be 
. brought to justice. “We have 
proved that we will not be 
intimidated by terrorism,” 
Ms. Ciller said in a message 
to Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
according to her office. She 
was referring to the peaceful 
outcome of the crisis Friday 
when the hijackers surren- 
dered to Turkish security 
forces in Istanbul. “They (the 
hijackers) will be punished 
according to the Turkish 
laws," Ms. Ciller added. 

Israeli minister 
visits Vietnam 

HANOI (AFP) — Israeli Fi- 
nance Minister Abraham 
Shotaat arrived in Hanoi on 
Monday to discuss economic 
links with Vietnam on the 
first visit here by a cabinet 
level Israeli official. Mr. Sho- 
bat went straight into talks 
with his host. Finance Minis- 
" try Ho Te, and then met with 
■ Mai Liem True, the head of 
Vietnam's state-owned tele- 
: communications company. 
Vietnam and Israel only 
established diplomatic rela- 
tions in 1993 when Hanoi 
implemented a policy of 
broadening its ties in the 
Middle East. Vietnam main- 
tains close links with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation as well as Iraq, Iran 
and Sudan. Since 1993, 
Hanoi and Tel Aviv have 
expanded economic and edu- 
cational links with Israel 
sharing its expertise in agri- 
culture and irrigation. 

Leading ideologist 
of Israeli right dies 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel 
Sdad, an underground ex- 
tremist leader and for 50 
years one of the most influen- 
tial figures of tbe Israeli right 
wing, died on Monday, his 
family said. 


Combined agency dispatches 

YASSER ARAFAT held a 
secure grip on power Monday 
after being overwhelmingly 
elected Palestinian president 
and a senior Arafat aide said 
he believed a Palestinian 
state could be set up before 
die end of the three-year 
term of the newly elected 
self-rule council. 

But Mr. Arafat’s historic 
victory was marred by repe- 
ated delays in final results for 
a self-rule council. 

Preliminary results indi- 
cated members and suppor- 
ters of Mr. Arafat's Fateh 
movement had won about 
three-quarters of the 88- 
member legislature. 

But tbe release of final 
results, originally to have 
taken place early Sunday 
then delayed repeatedly and 
not expected until late Mon- 
day night, cast a shadow over 
the polls. 

Mr. Arafat, 67, himself 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan stands to 
receive up to $300 million in 
credit from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) be- 
tween 1996 and 1998 to 
strengthen the Kingdom’s ba- 
lance of payments and fore- 
ign exchange reserves. 

In return for the credit, 
Jordan is expected to consoli- 
date its economic reform 
programme with particular 
focus on government finances 
and the Kingdom's trade sys- 
tem. No immediate steps are 
envisaged in terms of raising 
tariffs or taxes under the 
programme. 

Mohammad Al Erian, 
acting director of the IMF 
Middle Eastern Department, 
said the Jordanian request for 
the credit of 200.8 million 
special drawing rights 
(equivalent to about $300 
million) accompanied a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing on economic structural 
reforms that was agreed be- 
tween the Kingdom and IMF 
for the same period. 

The memorandum, effec- 
tively a programme of “mac- 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres wants 
the next round of Israeli- 
Syrian peace talks this week 
to yield some “clear answers” 
from Damascus concerning 
security guarantees, a top 
aide said Monday. 

"Peres wants clear answers 
on issues like an early warn- 
ing system for the Golan 
Heights following an even- 
tual Israeli withdrawal or the 
deployment of a foreign 
observer force in the region,” 
the adviser told AFP on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

For the first time since 
Israel and Syria renewed 
U.S.-brokered talks in De- 
cember, military experts 
from both sides are set to 
take part in the discussions 
when they resume Wednes- 
day at the Wye Plantation 
outside Washington. 

The Israeli team, headed 
by foreign ministry official- 
Uri Savir, left for Washing- 
ton overnight. It includes 
General Uzi Dayan, head of 
the army planning depart- 
ment, and Gen. Danny 


cruised to an easy victory, 
winning 88 per cent of the 
vote against the nine per cent 
of sole challenger Samiha 
Khalil, a grandmother and 
left-wing activist. 

“We have to have all the 
lists from all the districts 
finalised before we can re- 
lease the final results,” said 
Central Election Commission 
(CEC) spokeswoman 
Daniela Khalaf from CEC 
headquarters in the West 
Bank town of Ramallah amid 
growing complaints. 

She said problems had 
arisen with vote counting in 
several areas of the Gaza 
Strip and main West Bank 
towns like Nablus and Heb- 
ron. 

"We will not be able to 
release the final results be- 
fore this evening," she said, 
being cautious this time not 
to give a specific hour. 

Some of the 700 candidates 

(Continued on page 7) 


roeconomic adjustment and 
structural reforms for 1996- 
98," and the request for cre- 
dit under the IMFs extended 
fund facility (EFF) are to be 
submined to the IMFs ex- 
ecutive board in early Febru- 
ary. Mr. Erian said in a state- 
ment to the Jordan Times. 

Jordan has received about 
$180 million under the same 
category of IMF credits, 
usually made available only 
to countries with a good track 
record of implementing IMF- 
recommended reforms. The 
new credit applies to the next 
three-year period. 

Jordan repaid part of the 
EFF credit to the IMF with a 
$135 million soft-term loan 
from the government of 
Japan in October last year. 

The TMF move to present 
Jordan's programme and re- 
quest for credit to the execu- 
tive board indicated that the 
world body was satisfied with 
the reforms undertaken* by 
the Kingdom and with the 
foreign exchange reserves it 
managed to build up by the 
end of 1995. 

Under an IMF stipulation 
in 1995. Jordan undertook to 
build foreign exchange re- 


Yatom, Mr. Peres’ top milit- 
ary adviser. 

“The presence of these 
generals will allow us to re- 
sume the discussions on 
security arrangements,” Mr. 
Savir said before leaving. 

Mr. Savir said a top Israeli 
priority at the talks would be 
to reach a peace accord 
“which will allow us to be- 
nefit from reinforced secur- 
ity.” 

Mr. Peres’ adviser said the 
government in particular felt 
that a pullback of Syrian 
troops and missile launchers 
to territory away from the 
Golan was “indispensable" 
to any agreement. 1 

Israeli military sources say 
Syria has several hundred 
ground-to-ground missiles 
pointing at Israel, some of 
them armed with chemical 
warheads. 

Israeli army radio said the 
upcoming talks between 
Israeli and Syrian military 
negotiators would focus on 
ways to prevent any surprise 
attacks and guarantee secur- 
ity along the two nations' 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
on Monday welcomed the 
outcome of Saturday’s 
Palestinian elections in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and voiced support for the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has congratulated Yasser 
Arafat on his landslide vic- 
tory as president in the self- 
rule authority, praising his 
lifelong straggle for Palesti- 
nian rights. 

“I received with joy your 
victory in the honourable bal- 
loting, deemed by everybody 
as honest.” the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, quoted King 
Hussein as saying in a cable 


serves equivalent to three 
months’ of imports — about 
$700 million — by the end of 
the year. The target was fully 
achieved, however. 

In his statement, Mr. Erian 
noted that the Jordanian eco- 
nomy has grown at an annual 
rate of six per cent in the last 
three years and that the King- 
dom had also maintained low 
inflation. 

“The three-year economic 
programme of the Jordanian 
government that would be 
supported by the EFF builds 
on the country’s recent 
achievements and should 
further strengthen its ability 
to benefit from the opportu- 
nities associated with region- 
al developments,” Mr. Erian 
said in an obvious reference 
to economic development 
plans in the wake of the 
breakthroughs in the Middle 
East peace process. 

The programme would also 
boost the Kingdom’s integra- 
tion process with the Euro- 
pean Union and the “impor- 
tant changes taking place in 
the world economy,” said the 
IMF official referring to the 

(Coothmed on page 7) 


border. 

Previous talks between the 
Syrian and Israeli military 
chiefs broke down in July 
over Israeli demands to leave 
an early wanting system on 
tbe Golan under the terms of 
any withdrawal agreement. 

Damascus insists on a total 
withdrawal of all Israeli 
forces, arguing that a ground- 
based early warning system 
would represent “a violation 
of Syrian sovereignty.” 

Two economic experts, 
David Brodet who heads the 
treasury, and Noah Kinarti, a 
water adviser to Mr. Peres, 
were also part of the Israeli 
delegation to the Wye Planta- 
tion. 

Mr. Peres said Friday that 
Israel was willing to take 
some risks in the new talks, 
as its ultimate aim in reaching 
a settlement with Syria was to 
clear the way for a compre- 
hensive peace in the Middle 
East. 

"Listen, we have to take a 
chance. Those who don’t 
dare are not realists. We are 
going for broke,” he said. 


sent to Mr. Arafat late Sun- 
day. 

“The Palestinian people 
have struggled over the past 
decades, and you (Arafat) 
were in the vanguard of its 
freedom fighters in a bid to 
attain Palestinian rights on 
their national soil," the King 
added. 

“Today you reap tbe fruits 
of this struggle and embody 
through these elections the 
will of the dear Palestinian 
people and their aspirations 
to having freedom and demo- 
cratic lire which fit their 
straggle and sacrifices," King 
Hussein said. 

(Con tut ued on page 3) 

Israel, 

Tunisia 

announce 

diplomatic 

relations 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Israel and Tunisia have 
agreed to open “interest sec- 
tions” — the lowest form of 
diplomatic representation — 
in each other, it was 
announced here Monday. 

Tbe decision marks the im- 
plementation of an agree- 
ment in principle reached in 
October 1994 but held up 
because Tunis did not pre- 
viously agree to an exact 
opening date. 

The announcement was 
made by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
during a joint press confer- 
ence with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Ehod Barak and his 
Tunisian counterpart Habib 
Ben Yahia. 

“I am pleased to announce 
that for the first time Israel 
and Tunisia will establish 
official facilities, called in- 
terest groups, in each other’s 
countries,” Mr. Christopher 
announced after tbe talks. 

“By tbe 15th of April of 
this year, each nation will 
host representatives of the 
other government, so as to 
facilitate their political con- 
sultations and travel and 
tTade between their two 
countries, ” he said. 

Flanked by Mr. Barak and 
Mr. Ben Yahia, Mr. Christ- 
opher told journalists the 
move was “an important step 
to widen the circle of peace,” 
in the Middle East. 

* Israel has full diplomatic 
relations with Egypt and Jor- 
dan. Morocco is the only 
Arab country with which it 
has an interests section 
arrangement. 

Israel has agreed to estab- i 
lish such an arrangement with 1 
Mauritania at an undeter- 
mined date and also hopes 
for one with Oman, Israeli 
officials said. They said the ; 
new interest sections in Tunis 
and Tel Aviv would be 
hosted by the Belgian embas- 
sies there. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said in a recent 
interview with the Jordan 
Times that there were signs 
that some of the Gulf states 
would soon establish di- 
plomatic ties with his coun- 
try. However, he declined to 
be specific. 


Jordan to get up to $300m 
in IMF credits in T996-98 


Israel to demand clear Syrian 
position in fresh talks in U.S. 



Fateh candidate Mufid Abed Rabbo is cheered by supporters in the Tulkarm 
refugee camp after his victory in Saturday's elections (AJP photo) 


Jordan to reduce by half 
its exports-for-oil to Iraq 

Move has no political bearing - source 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian ex- 
ports to Iraq in return for oil 
will be halved to $200 million 
in fiscal 1996 because of the 
nearly $1.2 billion in accumu- 
lated Iraqi debts to the King- 
dom, official sources said 
Monday. 

The sources confirmed a 
Reuter report that Jordan 
and Iraq had reached an 
agreement to this effect dur- 
ing a meeting between the 
ministers of trade of the two 
countries when they met last 
week to discuss the annual 


bilateral trade accord. 

The decision would not 
affect exports to Iraq in re- 
turn for cash, but such deals 
are rare these days, business- 
men say. 

The Kingdom gets about 

50.000 barrels of crude and 

20.000 to 25,000 barrels of 
fuel oil from Iraq every day in 
part settlement of Baghdad's 
debts to Amman. That repre- 
sents all of the Kingdom's 
daily needs of crude and fuel 
oil. 

The sources stressed that 
the decision had no political 
bearings and was based on a 
consideration of the mount- 


ing Iraqi debts to Jordan esti- 
mated at nearly $1,200 mil- 
lion. 

The debts were accumu- 
lated during the 1980-88 Iran- 
Iraq war and since then as a 
result of Iraqi inability to pay 
cash for its imports following 
the imposition of sweeping 
international trade sanctions 
against that country after its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The oil exports to Jordan 
are exempt from the sanc- 
tions since no cash changes ■ 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq wants oil deal but 
not in public - report 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Iraq is 
ready to implement a U.N. 
oil-for-food resolution as 
long as it does not have to 
make a public statement rec- 
ognising it, the weekly Mid- 
dle East Economic Survey 
(MEES) reported Monday. 

“Iraq agrees that the re- 
solution is enforceable under 
Chapter VU of the U.N. 
Charter and is ready to im- 
plement its terms without in- 
fringing on its sovereignty 
and in accordance with dis- 
cussions on the U.N. Secre- 
tariat,” MEES quoted au- 
thoritative sources as saying. 

Baghdad, however, wants 
to avoid having to publicly 
accept Resolution 986 
adopted by the U.N. Security 


Council in April under which 
Iraq could sell $1 billion 
worth of oil every quarter to 
buy food and medicines. 

It had previously ruled out 
any discussion of the resolu- 
tion saying it was a threat to 
its sovereignty because of the 
tight U.N. controls which 
would be imposed on the oil 
sales. 

But now it maintains that 
“nowhere is it specifically 
stated in the resolution that 
Baghdad must publicly de- 
clare its acceptance of it.’* 
MEES said. 

The aim of proposed talks 
with U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali. for which a 
date and venue has not yet 
been set, would therefore be 


to reach “a pragmatic com- 
promise which would allow 
Iraq to implement the resolu-. 
tion without changing its pre- ' 
vious position on it.” 

Although Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein continues to 
have his doubts about the : 
resolution he has “allowed 
diplomats to explore ways of 
implementing it within nar- 
row limits and restricted 
terms of reference.” 

News last week that Iraq, 
had agreed to discuss the 
resolution with the U.N. 
caused the struggling Iraqi- 
dinar to soar against the dol- 
lar as happy Iraqis fired shots' 
of joy in the streets. 


Bahrain is ’determined' 
to quash internal unrest 


MANAMA (Agencies) — 
Bahrain's foreign minister on 
Monday held separate talks 
on recent unrest with diplo- 
mats from the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council, the official Gulf 
News Agency reported. 

It said Sheikh Mohammad 
Ben Mubarak Al Khalifa told 
U.S., Russian, British, 
French and Chinese diplo- 
mats that Bahrain was deter- 
mined to deal with domestic 
disorder and rejected outside 
interference in its internal 
affairs. 

Sheikh Mohammad stated 
the government’s “deter- 
mination not to get easy with 
groups that work to disturb 
security and stability and (its 
rejection of any kind of fore- 
ign interference in its internal 
affairs,” the agency reported. 

The meetings followed 
four days of rioting and 
sabotage by Shiite protesters 
demanding jobs and the res- 
toration of a parliament dis- 
solved in 1975. 

Around 60 people have 
been arrested in the past 
week in connection with the 
unrest, a government official 


said. 

The Defence Ministry said 
on Saturday the 8,000-strong 
Bahrain Defence Force 
(BDF) was ready to inter- 
vene to confront “a terrorist 
plot,” and crash security 
violations “once and for all.” 
It warned that martial law 
might be imposed. 

Newspapers in Bahrain 
and Kuwait have accused 
Shiite Iran of fomenting riots 
by the Shi’ite majority in 
Bahrain. 

Iranian newspapers on 
Monday dismissed the 
accusations as an old plot to 
externalise Bahrain's domes- 
tic problems and justify the 
U.S. military presence in the 
Gulf. 

An official Saudi newspap- 
er blamed Iran for fomenting 
the unrest in Bahrain and 
said tension in the region 
would continue as long as 
Tehran based its policy on 
“terrorism." 

"Terrorism and instability 
continue to be the only 
means of Iranian policy,” the 
Nadwa daily said. It de- 
nounced “Iranian interfer- 
ence in Bahrain, which 


Tehran had once considered; 
wrongly to be part of its- 
territory." T 

“There will be no security,; 
stability and development in; 
the Gulf if relations between- 
countries are not based on’ 
openness and non-; 
interference in the internal; 
affairs of other," it said. 

Two official papers in! 
Bahrain on Sunday publicly; 
accused Iran for the first timq 
of fomenting and directing 
the unrest. 

Kuwaiti newspapers also 
accused Iran of the riots in 
Bahrain and said Tehran’s 
alleged involvement could 
provoke unspecified retalia- 
tion from Gulf Arab states 
and their Western allies. 

“Iran should stop playing 
with fire,’ Al Seyassah and its 
sister paper the Arab Times 
said in an editorial. 

“Member states of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) will not stand by as 
spectators and watch Bahrain 
crumble under Iran's so- 
called religious duty,” wrote 
Ahmad Al Jarallah, editor- 
in-chief of both newspapers. : 




nume or Middle East News 
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Kabulis battle to survive as 
key supply route is blocked 


KABUL (AFP) — Residents 
of the war-tom Afghan capit- 
al are battling for their lives 
after a blockade of the city's 
main supply route cut food 
and fuel supplies to the freez- 
ing and beleaguered city. 

A shortage of heating fuel 
and basic foods — including 
nee, meat, flour, sugar and 
cooking oil — triggered by 
the closure has sent prices 
soaring over the past nine 
days, putting the items out of 
the reach of many Kabulis, 
aid workers and locals said. 

The average 50-per cent 
price rise in staples has had a 
crushing effect on thousands 
of the city's war-weary resi- 
dents. and in some cases the 
result of temperatures and 
malnutrition has already 
proved tragic. 

“My two-year-old son died 
of cold two days ago because 
I could not afford enough 
wood to heat him or enough 
food to nourish him* proper- 
ly,” petrol vendor Ghulam 
Nabi said, choking back 
tears. 

“My other five children are 
already weak and are sure to 
die unless the prices drop and 
unless my business im- 
proves,” the 29-year-old said 
from his deserted roadside 
petrol stand here. 

Ghulam worked for years 
as a car battery charger, but 
business got steadily slower 
as Kabul's economy slumped, 
until it dried up completely. 

He sold his last possession, 
a radio, a month ago to buy 
fuel which he began selling at 
the usually bustling transport 
station where trucks and 


buses heading to and horn 
Pakistan and the east congre- 
gate. 

But the latest blockade of 
the main eastern artery link- 
ing Kabul to the town of 
Jalalabad and the Pakistani 
city of Peshawar has left the 
transport hub deserted — 
and Ghulam and his family 
desperate. 

‘Tve got no money and 
nothing left to sell. Prices 
have now gone up so much 
we can't afford anything but 
bread and tea," he said. 

“We live in a house which 
has been badly damaged by 
figthmg and have no win- 
dows, and there are holes in 
the ceiling and walls. We 
simply don't expect to sur- 
vive,” he said. 

The sudden rampant infla- 
tion began after commanders 
from one of the country's 
warring factions, the Hezb-e- 
Islami, closed Kabul's prin- 
cipal supply artery amid an 
internal dispute, truckers and 
travellers said. 

The row was over a prop- 
osed centralised collection of 
taxes levied by Hezb-e-Islami 
officers on the eastern supply 
route. Some commanders re- 
jected the move fearing it 
would cut their incomes, they 
said. 

“They are refusing to let 
anything pass in either direc- 
tion, saying they won't open 
the road until their leaders 
allow them to collect road 
taxes again themselves,” 
Ahmad Kazim said after 
arriving here on foot. 


The effect of the latest 
blockage — combined with 
the months-long closure of 
other arteries into the north 
and south of Kabul by the 
Taliban militia and other 
warring groups — was im- 
mediate. 

Prices spiralled out of con- 
trol in a city already gripped 
by temperatures of down to 
minus 20 degrees Celsius and 
beleaguered by severe infla- 
tion and food and fuel shor- 
tages. 

The cost of mutton, a sta- 
ple food, skyrocketed by 62 
per cent in the first eight days 
of the blockade, and then all 
but disappeared from mar- 
kets while butchers' shops 
have shut their doors, shop- 
pers said. 

Rice has risen by 55 per 
cent to 50.64 per kilo, a small 
fortune in a heavy rice-eati ng 
country where people earn an 
average of about 510 a 
month. 

Aid workers here warned 
that any extended closure of 
the city's tenuous lifeline to 
the outside world would have 
a devastating effect on poor 
civilians already at risk from 
the bitter Afghan winter. 

“Life has got a lot harder 
for Kabul civilians over the 
past month as the tempera- 
tures have dropped and as 
prices have risen," Philippe 
Cartier, of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) here said. 

“The worst-case scenario is 
a total, long-term blockade of 
the Peshawar road during 
winter, which would cause a 
serious catastrophe here. 


S.Arabia Gulf's largest drug market 


DUBAI l AFP) — Drugs are 
flooding into Saudi Arabia 
despite public beheadings of 
those caught, as "dealers in 
death” risk their lives temp- 
ted by promises of rich re- 
wards, Gulf expens told 
AFP. 

Riyadh last week 
announced its largest ever 
seizure of heroin, but under- 
lines its commitment to 
“stamp out this plague.” 

Police arrested Pakistanis 
and other Asian nationals 
with 24 kilogrammes of he- 
roin with a value of 564 mil- 
lion smuggled in from Pakis- 
tan on board a cargo ship in 
December in the western- 
port of Jeddah. 

“Drug-taking is wide- 
spread in Saudi Arabia and 
the market remains the most 

f rosperous in the region. 

hat is why traffickers take 
the risk and chance their 
lives,” said a Gulf anti-drug 
expert. 

Last year a record 191 peo- 
ple were executed in the 
kingdom, most of them fore- 
igners from Pakistan. India or 


Africa charged with drug- 
trafficking, according to offi- 
cial figures. 

Men are beheaded with a 
sword in a public square, 
while women are killed by 
firing squad. 

The high number of execu- 
tions provoked cries of alarm 
from rights groups such as 
Amnesty International, but 
Riyadh dug in its heels. “We 
don't need a certificate of 
good behaviour. We will not 
give up the Sharia," which is 
rigorously applied * in the 
kingdom, the- -authorities 
countered. 

The death penalty was 
adopted in 1987 for those 
caught trafficking or for repe- 
ated drug abuse. And the 
authorities also offer rewards 
to anyone turning in a drug- 
trafficker. 

But another expert said 
smuggling narcotics was “en- 
couraged by the presence of a 
large community of ex- 
patriates from drug produc- 
ing countries such as Pakis- 
tan, Afghanistan and Iran.” 

More than six million fore- 
igners live in Saudi Arabia, 


the world's largest oil produc- 
er and exporter. 

Some traffickers go to ing- 
enious lengths to try to find 
new hiding places and bring 
their drugs into the Gulf. 
Drugs have been found in 
wooden beams for construc- 
tion or in tinned food. 

One Pakistani even sent 
letters steeped in heroin to 
his clients. 

Increasing.. numbers of 
young people in Gulf Arab 
countries are turning - to 
drugs, a’ fact which’ has 
alarmed - authorities and 
prompted a wave of press 
reports condemning the sel- 
lers who they have dubbed 
the “dealers in death." 

But there are signs that the 
tough measures could finally 
be dissuading the dealers. 

There have been no 
announcements of any execu- 
tions in Saudi Arabia since 
Oct. 16 last year. And the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait alarmed by the situa- 
tion in Saudi Arabia have 
also toughened their anti- 
drug laws bringing in the 
death penalty for traffickers. 


Hansen 
takes 
over as 
UNRWA 
chief 

AMMAN — Peter Hansen of 
Denmark has been appointed 
rommissioner-general of the 
United Nations Relif and 
Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) effective Jan. 20. 
He succeeds liter Turkmen of 
Turkey, who is retiring after 
five years as the agency’s 
commissioner-general. 

Mr. Hansen 54, comes to 
UNRWA from the United 
Nations secretariat in New 
York, where he has served as 
under-secretary-general for 
humanitarian affairs and 
U.N. emergency relief coor- 
dinator since March 1994. He 
was executive director of the 
Commission on Global Gov- 
ernance, Geneva, 1992-1994. 
He also served as the special 
representative of the 
secretary-general to the ad 
hoc liaison committee estab- 
lished to follow up the 
Washington conference in 
support of the Middle East 
peace process. In addition, 
Mr. Hansen has undertaken 
official missions to UN- 
RWA’s area of operations on 
a number of occasions, at the 
request of the secretary- 
general. 

From 1985 to 1992, Mr. 
Hansen was the executive 
director of the United Na- 
tions Centre on Transnation- 
al Corporations. He was 
assistant secretary-general 
for programme planning and 
coordination from 1978 to 
1985 and also served as the 
secretary-general’s repre- 
sentative to the World Food 
Programme and as Chairman 
of the Consultative Commis- 
sion on Substantive Questions 
of the Administrative Com- 
mittee on Coordination 
(ACC) during his U.N. te- 
nure. 

Mr. Hansen has, since 
1978, been on leave from his 
professorship of international 
relations at Odense Universi- 
ty, Denmark, and was pre- 
viously chairman of the De- 
partment of Political Science. 
Arhus University. Mr. Han- 
sen is the author of several 
books and numerous articles 
in scholarly journals. 

As commissioner-general 
of UNRWA, Mr. Hansen 
beads the largest U.N. agen- 
cy in terms of staff. UN- 
RWA’s 22,000 employees, 
almost entirely Palestinian, 
provide education, health, 
relief and social services to 
more than 3.2 million reg- 
istered Palestine refugees liv- 
ing in Jordan, Lebanon, the 
Syrian Arab Republic, and 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip — UNRWA press re- 
lease. 


Algeria’s FLN quits pact with Islamists 


PARIS (R) — The new lead- 
er of Algeria's former ruling 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN) has distanced the par- 
ty from a political pact it 
signed a year ago with the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
and other oppostion parties. 

Boualem Benhamouda 
said the signing of the 
“national accord” with the 
outlawed FIS and five other 
opposition parties was one of 
the reasons the party sacked 
his predecessor Abdul Hamid 
Mehri as secretary-general 
last week. 

“It was signed at a time 
when there was no elected 
president. Now that there is 
an elected president, the 
situation is different,” Mr. 
Benhamouda told a news 
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conference in Algiers. 

He was referring to last 
November’s presidential 
election woo by head of state 
Liamine Zeroual with a large 
voter turnout despite threats 
by guerrillas and boycott calls 
by opposition parties. 

Political sources said the 
FLN missed a meeting of the 
“national accord” signatories 
for the first time on Saturday 
at the Islamist Nahda move- 
ment headquarters in 
Algiers. 

Reading from a statement, 
Mr. Benhamouda said the 
FLN “will participate in any 
dialogue which will help end 
the violence, free party acti- 
vities from all hindrances and 
allow the people to elect rep- 
resentatives in assemblies 
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under peaceful conditions 
guaranteeing free choice." 

Army-backed authorities 
spurned the offer of the 
“national accord" signatories 
for dialogue to end the poli- 
tical violence which has killed 
up to 40,000 people in Alger- 
ia since 1992 when they 
scrapped general elections 
which FIS was poised to win. 

Mr. Benhamouda, a 63- 
year-old former finance 
minister, said the FLN will 
hold a congress in May. 

The FLN led Algeria's 
bloody struggle against its 
colonial ruler France. It ruled 
Algeria from independence 
in 1952, but lost its monopoly 
on power after riots in 1988 
and was turned into an 
opposition party in 1992. 


Militants assassinated 84 
prayer leaders (imams) since 
extremist guerrillas took up 
arms in Algeria four years 
ago. Religious Affairs Minis- 
ter Ahmad Merani said Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Merani. himself a dis- 
sident member of the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), told the news- 
paper Al Mujahid that sever- 
al mosques had been set on 
fire and others looted. 

He also confirmed an ear- 
lier report that founding 
members of the FIS had sent 
a letter to Algerian President 
Liamine Zeroual appealing 
for a truce in the confronta- 
tion between armed fun- 
damentalists and the coun- 
try's security forces. 


Ciller urges her old rival Yilmaz to 
bury the hatchet and join coalition 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
Premier Tansu Ciller called 
on her conservative arch-rival 
Mesut Yilmaz Monday to 
bury the hatchet and join 
forces to form a new govern- 
ment. 

Turkey has been looking 
for an administration since 
elections last month which 
saw the pro-Islamic Welfare 
Party top the poll, but fail 
short of the overall majority 
it needed to form a govern- 
ment. 

Centre-right leader Ms. 
Ciller has a long-standing 
personal row with Mr. Yil- 
maz. But in an interview with 
the newspaper Sabah she 
made a peace offering in 
order to persuade her rival to 
form a coalition with her and 
break the deadlock. “Leav- 
ing aside our difficulties, we 
must join hands," she said. 

Her remarks came on the 
eve of a key meeting Tuesday 
with Mr. Yilmaz. 

President Suleyman De- 
mirel last Friday asked Ms. 


Ciller to form a new govern- 
ment after Welfare Party 
■chief Necemettin Erbakan 
gave up the search for a 
coalition partner. 

Both Ms. Ciller and Mr. 
Yilmaz, as well as two smal- 
ler left-wing parties, are 
against any alliances with the 
Welfare Party which wants to 
cut back Turkish ties with 
Europe and enforce a stricter 
Islamic code. 

Ms. Ciller, Turkey’s first 
female prime minister, heads 
the centre-right True Path 
Party and her rival Mr. Yil- 
maz the Motherland Party. 

However, Mr. Yilmaz has 
not entirely ruled out a pact 
with Mr. Erbakan, saying he 
would consider it. if Mother- 
land failed to cooperate with 
Ms. Ciller's group. 

The Ciller- Yilmaz feud 
erupted in the election with 
harsh accusations ranging 
from incompetence to cor- 
ruption. 

But in rare compliments in 


Gulf Arab military 
integration gains steam 


DUBAI (R) — Gulf Arab 
states, helpless when Iraqi 
troops marched into Kuwait, 
are finally making some prog- 
ress towards building an inte- 
grated defence system, 
according to senior Gulf 
military sources. 

The idea of such a system 
for the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states was 
first mooted in the 1980s but 
stumbled over differences of 
sovereignty and technicali- 
ties. 

The Gulf war, launched 
five years ago spearheaded 
by Western powers, showed 
the military weakness of the 
GCC states despite their 
wealth from oil and spending 
on arms. 

On the table is a plan to 
boost the size of a Saudi- 
based joint force, in corporate 
naval and air force units and 
integrate the six countries’ 
defence systems to form a 
region^ wide shield. . 

The issue was discussed at 
a December GCC summit 
and senior GCC officials say 
some sovereignty, technical 
and other differences have 
now been cleared. 

“Now there is willingness 
by all parties concerned... 
they want to do something,” 
said one Gulf Arab officer 
dose to the latest talks on 
defence integration between 
Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar and Bahrain. 

The sparsely-populated 
states are among the world’s 
leading arms importers. But 
with much larger neighbours 
like Iraq and Iran, they live in 
a volatile area and will con- 
tinue to need Western assist- 
ance for many years, said 
offidals. 

At the time of the Gulf 
war, all that existed of ambi- 
tious plans for a 100,000- 
strong GCC force was a 
token joint unit known as 
Peninsula Shield, with 7,000 
men on active service and 

20.000 pledged*. 

Now the planned force is to 
be 27,000 men on active duty 
by the year 2000, and greater 
standardisation of equipment 
and integration. 

“Who would not want 

30.000 troops to come and 
help?” said a senior officer of 
a new GCC spirit to hasten 
integration after years of 
opposing proposajs. 

Inter-GCC discussions 
have varied over the years 
from a united, single Gulf 


Arab army and unified arms 
imports to a joint response 
force and integrated defence 
systems. 

“There has been a decision 
(by GCC leaders) to indude 
air force and navy units (into 
Peninsula Shield) but this has 
not been activated yet.” said 
one offidal. 

By regional standards, 
Saudi Arabia and its partners 
have sophisticated air power 
but less impressive navies. 

The six states, which buy 
weapons mainly from the Un- 
ited States, France and Bri- 
tain, have separately spent 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars in recent years on com- 
mand, control, communica- 
tions (C3) and intelligence 
systems. 

The UAE, for example, 
has spent about £200 million 
on setting up an underground 
C3 centre, sources said. 

More deals are in the pipe* 
line to upgrade the system to 
full automation and install 
down-links to retrieve in- 
formation from airborne de- 
vices like Saudi Arabia's 
AWACS. 

Saudi Arabia is the only. 
GCC state to operate air- 
borne warning and control 
system aircraft capable of 
monitoring the whole region 
and beyond. It is also the 
only GCC state with an oper- 
ational, fully automatic air 
defence system. Its partners 
are upgrading to a similar 
capability in the next two 
years. 

“Right now we have very 
good (inter-GCC air defence) 
communication and hope to 
achieve full integration as 
other GCC states upgrade to 
full automatic systems.” said 
one planner. 

GCC states will not surren- 
der independent sovereignty 
to a single Saudi-based com- 
mand room but the six states 
will be divided into eight-to- 
10 air defence sectors all con- 
nected with compatible hard- 
ware sharing information and 
able to trigger a response if 
one part is threatened, offi- 
cials said. 

There has also now been 
agreement on periodic 
alphabetical rotation of lead- 
ership of the peninsula shield 
among them. 

But “once the force is sent 
to a member state in need, it 
automatically falls under the 
structure command of the 
host country,” the senior 
GCC officer told Reuters. 
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her Monday interview, Ms. 
Ciller said Mr. Yilmaz was a 
reasonable person who loved 
his country. “If we fail to. 
agree, Turkey will run the 
risk of having a government 
led by the Islamists.” 

She said: “My True Path 
and Mr. Yilmaz’ Motherland 
are sister parties.” 

Ms. Ciller enraged Mr. 
Erbakan Sunday by meeting 
the Motherland leader's wife. 
Bema Yilmaz. Mrs. Yilmaz 
had told the press she 
opposed a coalition with the 
Islamists. According to the 
newspaper Hurriyet, she 
even threatened to divorce 
her husband over the issue. 

Ms. Erbakan angrily told a 
press conference: “Ms. Ciller 
is abusing Mr. Yilmaz’ family 
affairs to promote her case.” 

Mr. Yilmaz has repeatedly 
said that Motherland would 
accept an alliance with True 
Path only if Ms. Ciller is not 
prime minister. Ms. Ciller 
tried to soothe him over this 


in her newspaper interview,, 
saying: “I am not preoccu- 
pied with being prime minis- 
ter. We will discuss the posts 
among other things.” 

Even if the rivals agree to 
form a government their par- 
ties would still have only 268 
seats combined, eight short 
of an absolute majority of 
276. Observers note that De- 
niz Baykal. leader of the left- 
leaning Republican People's 
Party is willing to join with 
Ms. Ciller. 

Political observers see 
three options; a "Mother- 
Path” government; a coali- 
tion between the Motherland 
and the Welfare Party; or a 
spring election. 

Constitutionally, the presi- 
dent can dissolve parliament 
and announce fresh elections 
if no government is formed 
within 45 days after a Nation- 
al Assembly session in which 
a first-round election is held 
for the post of speaker. Par- 
liament held this vote last 
Thursday. 
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Egyptian jailed for spying for Syria, Iraq 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian was sentenced on Sunday to 
three years at hard labour for spying for Syria and Iraq 
from 1978 to 1981- when the two countries had broken 
relations with Cairo, legal sources said. Hassan Al Banna 
Mohammad Heneidi. 42. had been sentenced to five years 
in prison for the same crime in 1981 but was in France at 
the lime. After he returned to Egypt in 1995. he was 
arrested and tried before the Supreme Security Court for 
working with Syrian and Iraqi intelligence “in activities 
hostile to the ruling government.” the sources said. Most 
Arab governments cut relations with Egypt after former 
President Anwar Sadat signed a peace treaty with Israel in 
1979 before ties were fully restored in late 1980s. 

Saudis give PLO $783,000 

RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi aid committee said Sunday it 
had given the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
£783,000 in aid raised by donations and a five per cent tax 
on Palestinians working in the kingdom. The latest grant 
raises to £31 million the total aid given by the committee to 
the PLO since payments resumed in 1992. The Saudi 
government and the committee had earlier cut off all aid to 
the Palestinians after accusing the PLO of supporting Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait in August 1990. 

Two Russians killed in Cyprus crash 

NICOSIA (R) — Two Russians were killed and four 
injured when their car plunged into a ravine in northwest 
Cyprus, police said on Monday. Police identified the 
victims of Sunday's accident as Gregory Culish. 40, who 
was driving, and" Larissa Pavlova Pilemarcuc, 30. Four 
other Russians, including Pilemarcuc’s son Sasha, 12, were 
injured and taken to Paphos hospital for treatment. A 
spokesman for the Russian embassy said the victims were 
employees of the Russian airline, Korsair. which flies 
between Moscow and the holiday resort of Paphos. 

Turkey protests to Iran, Syria over arms 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey said Monday it had asked 
Tehran and Damascus to provide urgent information about 
arms and ammunition seized last week in southeastern 
Turkey aboard six trucks travelling from Iran to Syria. 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel said that Iranian 
Ambassador Mohammad Bagheri and Syrian Ambassador 
Abdul Aziz Al Rifai were summoned to the ministry on 
Jan. 17 and informed of Turkey's request. Mr. Akbel told a 
news briefing that the trucks, whose documents showed 
they had been loaded in Iran and were bound for Lebanon 
via Syria, contained "sizeable amounts of arms and 
ammunition.'' Turkish officials said they believed the arms 
were bound for one of the extremist organisations based in 
Lebanon's Syrian-controlled Bekaa Valley. 

Iran signs protocol with Armenia, Turkmenistan 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran. Armenia and Turkmenistan 
have signed a protocol for three-way banking and road 
transport cooperation, the official Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Monday. The document, signed at a meeting 
between the three countries' foreign ministers on Sunday, 
calls notably for the launch of a~ bus service to shuttle 
regularly between Tehran. Yerevan and Ashkabad. The 
meeting here was the fourth since the three countries set up 
three-way cooperation in April. Trilateral commerce is to 
reach £30 million, according to the protocol cited by 
IRNA. Last year, the three concluded several accords on a 
barter system for the transfer of Turkmen natural gas to 
Iran and Armenia in exchange for goods transited through 
Iran. Iran and Turkmenistan agreed last year to launch 
three-way economic cooperation with other former Soviet 
republics. 
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Balqa to hold by-elections 
for vacant House seat 




mM 






|N 


|£5 #£T . 

*T" 


?2 


1 C • 




SALT (J.T.) — Balqa 
Govemorate Monday 
announced plans to hold 
by-elections in March to 
fill the- Lower House of 
Parliament seat of the late 
Deputy Ibrahim Shihdeh 
who died in office on Jan. 
7. 

According to Balqa Gov- 
ernor Tbeeb Suleiman 
authorities finalised the 
voters lists, the assignment 
of 239 ballot boxes and the 
formation of committees 
to supervise the polling 


and vote-counting. 

The governor said a total 
of 65,277 citizens are eli- 
gible to vote. He said 76 
voting centres in different 
parts of the govemorate 
will be opened for the bal- 
loting. 

The voter lists included 
the names of eligible citi- 
zens living in Abu Obei- 
dab and Balawneh in cbe 
Jordan Valley. These two 
areas were recently made 
part of the Balqa Gover- 
norate under a new admin- 


istrative organisational 
plan of the Ministry of 
Interior. 

Authorities will prepare 
voter cards early next 
week, Mr. Sule iman said. 
The cards will be distrib- 
uted to the voters at sever- 
al voting centres in about 
two weeks, he added. 

According to the Consti- 
tution, vacancies in House 
seats must be filled within 
two months through a by- 
election. 

According to Mr. 


Suleiman the by-election 
in Balqa will probably take 
place cm a public holiday 
so that all citizens will 
have an opportunity to cast 
their ballot. May 25 is 
Independence Day, a 
national holiday. 

Mr. Suleiman said Salt 
Comprehensive School for 
girls will be used a the 
■ vote-counting centre. 

Deputy Shihdeh died of 
cancer at the age of 44. 
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A passenger train runs along the old Hijaz railway system in eastern Amman near Wadi Rumen (file photo) 

Ministry seeks financing for 
passenger railway project linking 
Amman with Zarqa and Mafraq 


Tawjihi scores differ little 
from last year, says official 

Average science stream score is 60 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of Trans- 
portation is exploring avenues of 
financing a JD 50 million passenger 
railway project to link Amman with 
Zarqa and Mafraq. which, according 
to a study conducted by the Austrian 
Railway Engineering Company, is 
feasible. 

Yahyah Shteiawy, director of the 
ministry’s Railway Department, said 
financing the project will depend 
mainly on the private sector and inter- 
nati onai investors. If necessary, Jor- 
dan might apply for loans to finance 
pan of the project as well, he said. 

The government considers the pro- 
ject important' Because ft would all evT-" 
.ate the pressure on other means of 
public transportation, Mr.. Shtetawy 
said. ^ ■ 


He added that the railway project 
could meet up to 30 per cent of public 
transportation needs, would create 
competition and force bus transporta- 
tion companies to upgrade their ser- 
vices. 

The nine-month Austrian study 
showed that Jordan could implement a 
comprehensive plan to develop its 
domestic passenger railway system, 
which in the future could link the 
Kingdom with neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

According to Mr. Shtetawy, the 
Amman-Mafraq railway could also 
branch off from Zarqa to the Iraqi bor- 
der. 

And the Zarqa-lrbid link could 
branch off to Wadi AJ Urdun, and 
"eventu-JIv link the railway to Syria, 
said Mr. Shtetawy. ; 

“We would like to become a centre 
for transportation in the region to link ~ 


the different countries," he said. 

Jordan has given priority to the 124- 
kilometre Amman -Mafraq railway 
project which is divided into four 
parts: from Amman to Zarqa, Zarqa to 
Mafraq, Mafraq to lrbid, and the last 
stage, Iibid-Syrian border, Mr. 
Shtetawy said. 

The project, which includes an 
upgrading of the narrow-gauge single 
track, also means eventually a Jordan- 
ian-European rail link through Turkey 
and Syria. 

Kurt Altmann, the trade attach^ ai 
the Austrian Embassy in Amman, said 
the study cost the Austrian govern- 
ment around $500,000. 

Mr. Altmann described the railway 
as a “sensible step “ to move people in 
congested areas. ■ ■ 

The Austrian company -is also con- 
ducting a feasibility study to link lrbid 
with the Israeli rail-network 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tawjihi 
scores for the first pan of 
the comprehensive Min- 
istry of Education high 
school examination were 
similar to those scored last 
year with average results 
in the scientific stream reg- 
istering 60 per cent and the 
literary stream 34 per cent 

According to ministry 
officials Monday the exams 
were taken by 96,888 stu- 
dents. 

Ministry Secretary Gen- 
eral Izzat Jaradat was quot- 
ed on Radio Jordan as say- 
ing that the average score in 
the commercial stream was 
33 per cent, the industrial 
stream 37 per cent, the agri- 
cultural stream 30 per cent, 
the hotel management 
stream 48 per cent and 
nursing 60 per cent 

The ten days of examina- 
tions were conducted in 
I,2S8 halls arouna the King- 
' dorn, Mr. Jaradat, said. . 

] . He : .added that 'Jiiandi- 
capped . students and stu- 
dents who were ill, as well 



as eligible youth serving 
detention terms in juvenile 
delinquent ' centres took 
their, examinations at the 
same time under spec: * 
arrangements made by the 


Ministry of Eucation and 
the other concerned depart- 
ments. 

A total of 7,500 teachers 
were assigned to grade the 
examinations in Amman 


and five other goveruocaies. 

Senior students will sit 
for the second and final 
part of die tawjihi examina- 
tions in late May, Ml- J ara- 
dat said. 



Police head for Bosnia 

AMMAN (Petra) — A group of police officers from the Public Security Department 
(PSD) Monday left Amman for Bosnia to serve with the United Nations peace keeping 
units. 1716 group were seen off by PSD Director Lieutenant General Abdul Rahman 
Adwan, who urged the officers to shoulder their responsibilities with diligence. Lt. Gen. 
Adwan wished the officers success in performing their mission. 

More rain expected 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Department of Meteorology Monday forecast more scattered 
rain for Tuesday and Wednesday as a result of a cold front from Eastern Europe and a 
depression centered over Syria. It said scattered rains will fall in different parts of the 
country and snow is expected in the highlands. 

Jordan, Malaysia review cultural ties 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Higher Education Rateb Saoud conferred Monday with , 
Yahya Othman, a member of the Malaysian parliament, and his accompanying delega- ; 
tion. Discussion covered cultural cooperation and the prospect of seconding Jordanian 
teachers to teach Arabic at Malaysian universities . 

Wadi Araba residents to get housing units 

AQABA (Petra) — Tamer al Fayez, the head of a local committee overseeing the con- 
struction of housing units for residents of the Wadi Araba region, Monday announced 
that residents in four Wadi Araba villages will receive 84 housing units at the rate of 21 
units per village. Each beneficiary will make a downpayment of JD 500 and will pay a 
total JD 5.000 in instalments of JD 20 a month. 



RSCN, Princess Basma 
centre to organise 
environmental camps 


Fish-breeding pond in the Jordan Valley (file photo) 


Government urges private 
sector to invest in fishing, 
fisheries projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature 
(RSCN) is teaming up with 
the Princess Basma Centre 
for Community Services to 
hold a series of youth 
camps aimed at spreading 
environmental awareness 
around the country. 

According to Ahmad 
Rousan, head of the 
RSCN’s Public Awareness 
Department, the camps 
will orient the youth on 
helping to safeguard Jor- 
dan’s natural habitat, pro- 
tecting the environment 
from pollution, and con- 
tribute towards saving 
endangered flora and fauna 
from extinction. 

Speaking upon the con- 
clusion of a week of camp 
activities involving 60 stu- 
dents from Aqaba and six 
neighbouring villages, Mr. 
Rousan said the students 


had studied at school about 
ways to protect the envi- 
ronment but at the camp 
they had an opportunity to 
come closer to nature par- 
ticularly on trips to the 
wildlife reserve centres in 
southern Jordan . 

The students listened to 
lectures and watched slide 
shows about marine life, 
sources of pollution to 
marine life and coral reefs 
among other activities, 
said Mr. Rousan. He said 
the campers were taken on 
a cruise aboard an RSCN 
boat that is used to monitor 
Aqaba shores and report on 
vessels which dump waste 
into the sea. 

The students also visited 
an ecological exhibit put on 
display by the Jordan Royal 
Ecological Diving Society 
and received booklets on 
ways to protect the envi- 
ronment. 


Jordan hails Palestinian polls 


PLAYS 

* “Unclothing and Horse’s Move” (in Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. 

* “Ramadan Supermarket” (in Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p.m. 

FILM 

* “El Greco” at Institute CervanteCiabal Amman at 4:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITION 

* Graphic works by Jordanian artist Yasser Dweik at Darat AI Funun, JabaJ 
Luweibdeh (until Fe6. 18) 

* Contemporary and traditional jewellery at the Jordan Design and Trade Cen- 
tre. Shmeisani (tel. 699141 ) (until Jan. 31). 

* Plastic (abstract) art exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at Orfali Art 
Gallery, Umm Utheina (until Feb. 6). 

* Paintings hv artist Raphaele Chabrol at the French Cultural Centre (until Jan. 

-M). * ’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — With 
Jordanians consuming 
nearly 28 times more fi 
than the country produces, 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
is urging the private sector 
to invest in fishing and 
fisheries projects to meet 
increasing demands for this 
high protein staple. 

According to Mohammad 
Abbadi, a fish industry 
expert at the Minisny of 
Agriculture said the annual 
average fish consumption 
in Jordan is 11,815 tonnes 
per capita that is an estimat- 
ed rate of 2.9 kilos. Bui 
local fish prodcution is esti- 
mated at no more than 426 
tonnes. Dr. Abbadi said- 

In its drive to encourage 
private sector investment in 
this industry, he said the 
Ministry of Agriculture is 
ready to provide expertise 
and guidance to interested 


parties. 

He said that because the 
Gulf of Aqaba is poor in 
fish, the ministry has been 
trying to encourage entre- 
preneurs to consider man- 
made ponds and lakes as 
other sources for supplying 
fish to the local markets. 

Jordan started breeding 
fish about 30 years ago 
through a pilot project at 
"Wadi Yabis Agricultural 
Station and subsequently 
several fisheries projects 
were established in the 
Jordan Valley and the 
Koura districts on a smaller 
scale. Dr. Abbadi said. 

Bui production is still 
poor, he said. 

According to the expert, 
fisheries can be integrated 
with land farming because 
fish pond waters can be 
used to irrigate agricultural 
lands planted with vegeta- 


bles. 

He said such water is ben- 
eficial because it contains a 
high rate of organic sub- 
stances 

He said dams, irrigation 
canals, including the King 
Abdullah Canal, and 
wadis are ideal for fish- 
breeding inside special 
designed fish cages. 

Dr. Abbadi called for the 
creation of a research cen- 
tre to address issues facing 
the fish-breeding industry, 
improve the quality of fish , 
introduce new and suitable 
families of fish to the Jor- 
danian environment and 
thus save millions of dinars 
and hard currency for the* 
national economy. 

He said such a centre cun 
be used as a training site for 
farmers and other investors 
in the fishing industry. 


(Continued from page 1) 


“As I express the wannest 
congratulations in my name 
and on behalf of the people 
and government of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan through you to the 
Palestinian people for their 
great achievements on the 
road to regaining their rights 
and the independence of 
their will, I affirm that we in 
Jordan will remain suppor- 
tive of its Palestinian 
brethren,.” King Hussein 
said. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti welcomed 
the outcome of the Palesti- 
nian elections, which, he 
said, were characterise d .^ a t 


congratulate members of the 
legislative council who won in 
the elections, which consti- 
tute a victory for democracy 
and a support for the peace 
process in the region,” Mr. 
Kabariti told Petra. 

Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
considers, the election as a 
great achievement and a his- 
torical turning point on the 
road to shaping the Palesti- 
nian political identity and 
building institution “and to 
declaring independence and 
Palestinian sovereignty by 
establishing an independent 
Palestinian state.” 

Jordan, Mr. Kabariti said, 
will continue to support “the 
Palestinian brethren in their 


“We congratulate Palesti- 
nian President Yasser Arafat 
on his landslide victory in the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity presidency election and 


'fltessed march on the way to 
regaining their legitimate 
nghts on their national soil.” 
Mr. Kabariti told Petra he 
will visit Gaza this week upon 
directives by King Hussein. 
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Yeltsin rival attacks handling 


of Chechen hostage crisis 


MOSCOW (R) — Presi- 
dential hopeful and retired 
General Alexander Lebed 
said Monday (bat Russia's 
military operation to end the 
hostage crisis in the south- 
ern village of Pervomais- 
koye was a national dis- 
grace. 

Gen. Lebed led mounting 
criticism of last week's 
assault, in which state secu- 
rity chief Mikhail Barsukov 
said 82 of an estimated 120 
hostages were released and 
27 Russian servicemen 
died. Many of the gunmen, 
including their leader, 
escaped. 

“The Pervomaiskoye 
week, let us call it that, is 
the anatomy of a national 
disgrace,” Gen. Lebed told 
a news conference. 

Gen. Lebed ridiculed 
President Boris Yeltsin's 
comments during the crisis, 
in which he said the Russian 
forces had no option but to 
use force against the 
Chechen hostage-takers and 


portrayed it as a successful, 
well-prepared operation. 

“By American standards, 
losing 20 per cent of the 
hostages in an operation is 
considered unsatisfactory. 
By Israeli standards, the 
loss of one hostage in an 
operation is considered 
unsatisfactory," he said, 
referring to other countries 
with experience of guerrilla 
attacks and hostage crises. 

“It is interesting — what 
standards operate here?" 

Gen. Lewd, who retired 
from the army last year, has 
long criticised Moscow mil- 
itary intervention in 
Chechenya, where sepa- 
ratist rebels are fighting for 
independence from Russia. 
He plans to run in Russia's 
presidential election in 
June. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who bas not 
said yet if he will run but is 
widely expected to seek re- 
election, is under fire from 
liberals and Communists 
alike over the handling of 


the Pervomaiskoye crisis. 

Russian forces surrounded 
the village, in the Dagestan 
region bordering Chechen- 
ya, and bombarded it from 
helicopter gunships and 
with heavy artillery and 
Grad rockets. But it still 
took four days of siege to 
crush rebel resistance. 

Meanwhile the Moscow- 
installed authorities in 
Chechenya said Monday 
they knew the whereabouts 
of 29 Russian workers 
seized last week in Grozny 
and had started talks with 
separatist rebels for their 
release, Interfax News 
Agency said. 

“The workers, who had 
come to Chechenya from 
different Russian regions 
and were seized by the 
rebels, are kept somewhere 
near the settlement of 
Novogroznensky.” a 
spokesman for the Chechen 
government said. 

The gunmen had not set 
conditions for the workers’ 


release, be added. 

It was not clear whether 
the action was linked to the 
rebel operation in the 
Dagestan village of Pervo- 
maiskoye. 

Ruslan Martagov, spokes- 
man for the Moscow- 
installed authorities, said 
the government had con- 
tacted rebels who controlled 
Novogroznensky near the 
eastern border of Chechen- 
ya, but no agreement had 
been reached so far. 

Tbe 29 energy workers 
were seized by unidentified 
gunmen at the central heat- 
ing plant in the regional 
capital Grozny at the height 
of the Pervomaiskoye dra- 

ma 

Another 30 Russian con- 
struction workers, seized in 
an unrelated incident in 
Grozny two months ago, are 
still being held by unidenti- 
fied hijackers who have 
demanded a ransom for 
their release. 


Pyongyang lashes out at U.S. for 


using ‘N. Korean threat’ as pretext 


SEOUL (AFPj — North Korea Monday 
lashed out at U.S. air and naval maneuvers 
near the peninsula, saying it showed 
Washington was using a non-existent North 
Korean threat as an excuse to do mina te 
Asia. 

The United States, the North's party 
newspaper Rodong Sinmun said, had 
announced the deployment of “a-brigade- 
scale forces" in South Korea, a “nuclear” 
exercise involving B-52 and B-l bombers 
in the South, and ‘Keen-Edge '96' drills 
with Japan's Self Defence Forces. 

'‘Moves for military conspiracy between 
Japan and South Korea and between the 
United States and South Korea are becom- 
ing undisguised," the commentary, carried 
by the North's mouthpiece Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) said. 

“Although the United States is paying lip 
service to peace and detente in the Korean 
peninsula ... it is invariably seeking its 
design to stifle (North Korea) and is trying 
to dominate .Asia," the newspaper said. 

In a separate dispatch Rodong Sinmun 
said U.S. and South Korean forces had 
begun a large-scale anti-submarine drill in 
tbe west sea Saturday involving two sub- 
marines. nine surface ships and four anti- 
submarine planes. 


A second joint naval exercise would be 
held Feb. 13, it said, adding that there had 
been “no ground to raise the nuclear issue” 
since the signing in 1994 of the agreement 
between Washington and Pyongyang under 
which the north froze its suspect nuclear 
weapons programme. 

The 'threat from North Korea,' it said, 
was- a ‘sophism' used by the United States 
and South Korea “to conceal their bellicose 
nature and, in other words, an argument for 
war against the DPRK (North Korea)." 

“We declare once again that if the belli- 
cose U.S. military and the South Korean 
puppets unleash a war against the DPRK 
despite our repeated warnings, we will 
severely punish them a thousandfold,” 
Rodong Sinmun concluded. 

U.S. intelligence officials call North 
Korea’s million-strong conventional army a 
threat to the peninsula, and say the North 
may have extracted enough plutonium from 
its nuclear programme for “one or two 
bombs” before the freeze. 

However military observers here said last 
month the:- had been no detected indica- 
tions of unusual troop movements on the 
North Korean side of tbe demilitarised zone 
that would indicate any higher threat than 
normal. 


Seoul’s ‘Mr. Clean’ joins ruling party 


SEOUL (R) — A popular 
former prime minister 
billed as South Korea’s 
“Mr. Clean” joined 
President Kimyoung-Sam's 
ruling party Monday to pro- 
vide support for Mr. Kim's 
anti-corruption crusade 
ahead of key parliamentary 
elections. 

A presidential spokesman 
told reporters that Lee Hoi- 
Chang had agreed to help 
Mr. Kim's reform move- 
ment by joining the ruling 
New Korea Party. 

Mr. Kim's anti-corruption 
campaign, which has 
already led to the anest of 
two former presidents, is 
expected to figure high in 
parliamentary elections in 
April, where tbe ruling 
party is widely expected to 
face an uphill battle. 

Mr. Lee quit as premier in 
1994, citing disagreement 
with Mr. Kim's political 
style and the level of politi- 
cal power be could exercise 
after he was appointed in 
late 1993. 

A lawyer by training, Mr. 
Lee was South Korea's 
youngest-ever Supreme 
Court judge. Analysts say 
be is considered one of the 
nation's most revered judi- 
cial officers, believed to be 
tough and incorruptible. 


Political analysts said Mr. 
Lee’s alliance with Mr. Kim 
would help the ruling party 
in the April elections. 

The New Korea Party suf- 
fered a crushing defeat in 
local elections late last 
June, losing control of most 
major cities and provinces. 
It still bolds a majority in 
tbe National Assembly. 

Tbe defeat prompted Mr. 
Kim to take steps to win 
back popularity, including 
speeding up reform mea- 
sures. recruiting respected 
politicians and changing tbe 
name of his party. 

Ruling party officials said 
they expected Mr. Lee's 
move to give credibility to 
the president’s drive to wipe 
out corruption. 

When Kim Young-Sam 
took office in February 
1993 as the first civilian 
president after over 30 years 
of military-dominated poli- 
tics, Mr. Lee was named to 
bead the board of audit and 
inspection, the spearhead of 
Mr. Kim’s campaign to root 
out official corruption. 

Mr. Lee purged hundreds 
of government officials and 
military officers for bribery 
and irregularities until he 
was appointed premier in 
December 1994. 

But he quit four months 


later after he found himself 
relegated to a ceremonial 
role while several govern-’ 


ment announcements were 
made without his knowl- 
edge. 

“We have secured legiti- 
macy in a series of reform 
works by the entry into our 
party of former Prime 
Minister Lee, who has been 
the torchbearer of reform ” 
party spokesman Sohn Hak 
Kyu said. 

Two former heads of stale, 
ex-generals Chun Doo 
Hwan and Roh Tae-Woo, 
are under anest on .charges 
of amassing hundreds of 
millions of dollars in slush 
funds after rising to power 
through a 1979 military 
coup. 

Their arrests are part of 
Mr. Kim’s efforts to sever 
ties with his predecessors. 
Mr. Kim has been criticised 
as an “opportunist" by 
opposition parties and stu- 
dent activists for his deci- 
sion in 1990 to merge his 
opposition group with the 
then ruling party, set up by 
Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh. 

The new party, born of the 
merger, later nominated Mr. 
Kim as its candidate in tbe 
December 1992 presidential 
election. 


Gunmen kill top Tajik Muslim leader 


DUSHANBE(AFP) — Uni- 
dentified gunmen shot dead 
Tajikistan’s top Muslim 
leader, the Mufti Fatkhullo 
Shari fzoda, his wife and 
other family members at 
their home near the capital 
Dushanbe, officials said 
here Monday. 


The killing, which took 
place at the start of the 
Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan, was “a heinous 
crime aimed at destabilising 
Tajik society and violating 
all (he rules of Islam," said 
President Emomali 

Rakhmonov, visiting the 
scene with reporters. 

The Foreign Ministry said 
the mufti, 53. was gunned 


down at 1730 GMT Sunday 
at his home in the village of 
Lattakhorak, 25 kilometres 
southwest of Dushanbe. 

The mufti’s wife, 29-year- 
old son, daughter-in-law 
and one of his religious 
pupils also died in the 
shooting in the strife-tom 
Central Asian republic. 

The mufti, appointed to 
his post m i992, was a sup- 
porter of Mr. Rakhmonov's 
neo-Communist govern- 
ment and its peace initia- 
tives, an Interior Ministry 
spokesman said. 

Tajikistan Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Igor 
Sattarov said the attack was 
“a political murder, because 
the mufti always supported 


government policy on peace 
and stability. 

“He spoke out for an 
open, democratic society, a 
civil society in which Islam 
only plays an educational 
role." 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted presidential spokes- 
man Zafar Saidov as saying 
“the whole of Tajikistan is 
shocked by this murder.” 

Mr. Saidov said the mur- 
der was “unprecedented and 
cynical" and “a great sin" 
because it was committed 
on the first day of Ramadan. 
The mufti was to be buried 
later Monday at a small 
mosque in Lattakhorak. 


Japan 
snubs N. 


Korea ’s 
call for 


more nee 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Foreign Ministry Monday 
snubbed North Korea's call 
for additional rice aid just 
days before an internation- 
al meeting to coordinate an 
approach to a food crisis in 
the hardline Communist 


state. 

A Japanese senator, 
Akiko Domoto. who 
returned Saturday from a 
week-long tour of North 
Korea, told a ruling coali- 
tion meeting that North 
Korean officials were seek- 
ing a third shipment of 
relief rice from Japan. 

But Vice Foreign 
Minister Sadayuki Hayashi 
told a news conference 
later that Japan's two pack- 
ages of rice aid to North 
Korea last year had been 
“of a special and excep- 
tional nature." 

“We don’t have any more 
stockpile and we are not 
considering a third round 
of assistance,” he said. 

Japan agreed in October 
to send 200,000 tonnes of 
rice to North Korea on top 
of a 300,000-tonne batch 
shipped between June and 
September, dipping into 
what has left of the coun- 


try's emergency nee 
imports following a bad 
crop in 1993. 

Japanese government 
leaders have said that a 
third aid package should be 
sent only if Pyongyang 
gives an exact account of 
how it distributed tbe pre- 
vious shipments. 

At the coalition meeting, 
domoto quoted the North 
Korean side as saying that 
tbe rice aid had been “dis- 
tributed nationwide as an 
expression of goodwill,” 
according to coalition offi- 
cials. 

The new request for rice 
bas come as Japan, the 
United States and South 
Korea prepared to hold a 
meeting in Hawaii 
Wednesday and Thursday 
to discuss a coordinated 
approach to the crisis in the 
North, where U.N. agen- 
cies say millions face star- 
vation. 

A team from the 
International Federation of 
Red Cross Societies was on 
its way to Pyongyang to 
discuss launching a new 
appeal to the international 
community to help ease the 
crisis brought on by floods 
in mid- 1995. 

Sen. Domoto, who 
belongs to the New Party 
Sakigake, the smallest of 
the .three ruling parties, 
also said North Korean 
officials had also offered to 
resume long-suspended 
talks with Japan on normal- 
isation of relations. 

She met North Korean 
leaders during her stay in 
Pyongyang. 




Actress Nicole Kidman, and actor John Travolta pose together after they won best 
actress and actor-motion picture comedy or musical awards at the 53rd Annual 
Golden Globe Awards. Kidman won for her role in To Die For and Travolta for his 


role in Get Shorty (Reuter photo) 

In twist, actress Emma Thompson 


wins Golden Globe for screenplay 


BEVERLY HILLS (R) — 
Oscar winning actress 
Emma Thompson was 
given another accolade 
Sunday, but this time it was 
for writing, not acting, as 
she took the Golden Globe 
Award for best screenplay 
for Sense And Sensibility. 

The English Victorian 
drama also won the Golden 
Globe for best dramatic pic- 
ture for producer Lindsay 
Doran in what is seen as the 
major forecaster for who 
will win the coveted 
Academy Awards. 

Hollywood’s prime hon- 
ours. 

Sense Aod Sensibility, in 
which Thompson also stars, 
had been nominated for six 
Golden Globe Awards, 
more than any other produc- 
tion. 

Thompson, estranged 
from her husband, actor and 
director Kenneth Branagh, 
shrugged off her marital 
woes at a post-presentation 
press conference, saying, “it 
is horribly gratifying... I’m 
bloated with pride.” 

She added that she never 
expected tbe movie, which 
she adapted from a novel in 
the 1980s — “long before I 
became famous as an 
actress” — to be made. 

“I thought it would just 
gather dust on a shelf some- 
where,” she said. 

The Golden Globes, pre- 
sented by the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association 
in a glittering ceremony on 
Sunday night, are largely 
seen as an accurate forecast 
of who will take away tbe 
cherished Academy Awards 
or Oscars, this year’s results 
left Hollywood in a guess- 
ing mood. 

Apart from Sense And 
Sensibility, the rest is a 
mixed bag. Best director 



Emma Thompson reacts to winning the Golden Globe 
award Best Screenplay for “Sense and Sensibility” at 
the 53rd Annual Golden Globe Awards. The film also 
won Best Motion Picture-Drama (Reuter photo) 

went to Mel Gibson for the 
mediaeval drama Brave- 


heart. although he was not 
even nominated for his star- 
ring role in the film. 

The best actor accolade 
went to Nicolas Cage for his 
part in the dark drama of 
alcoholism in Leaving Las 
Vegas, a low budget movie 
released in select an the- 
atres which generated a cult 
following. 

His co-star, Elizabeth 
Shue, while nominated, did 
not get the award of best 
dramatic actress. That went 
instead to Sharon Stone for 
her part in director Martio 
Scorcese's Casino. 

“It's a miracle,” Stone 



Mel Gibson shows off the Golden Globe he won for Best 
Director for a Motion Picture for his work in 
Braveheart at the 53rd Annual Golden Globe Awards 
(Reuter photo) 


said of her victory, praising 
Scorcese and her co-star, 
Robert De Niro. 

Unlike the Academy 
Awards, the Golden Globe 
Film Awards are split into 
two categories drama and 
music or comedy. In the lat- 
ter category the best film 
award went to Babe, which 
beat out such critically 
acclaimed movies such as 
The American President, 
and Get Shorty. 

But John Travolta, the star 
of Get Shorty, took away 
the Golden Globe as best 
actor in a musical or come- 
dy film, lining him up for a 
possible Oscar. 

Other winners Sunday 
included Nicole Kidman as 
best actress in a musical or 
comedy for To Die For, 
Mira Sorvino as best sup- 
porting actress in the low 
budget, but highly 
acclaimed film Mighty 
Aphrodite, and Brad Pin as 
best supporting actor in 
Twelve Monkeys, 

The Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association, which 
presents the Golden Globes, 
also honours television's 
best. Cybil Shepherd took 
best television comedy 
actress award for her show, 
Cybil, while Kelsey 
Gnumner honed in on the 
male comedy award for 
Frasier. 

Cybil took the honours for 
the best comedy TV series, 
while Party Of Five was the 
surprise winner of the 
drama TV series, beating 
out NYPD Blue, Murder 
One, ER. and Chicago 
Hope. 

But NYPD Blue, often 
criticised for its language 
and violence, garnered 
Jimmy Smits, previously 
seen on LA Law, the 
Golden Globe for best actor 
in a dramatic TV series. 


3 Britons in 4 want 
Charles, Diana to 

divorce — poll 




nt 


LONDON (AFP) — Three - < 1. V 
out of four Britons are in 
favour of a divorce ^ 
between Prince diaries * 
and Princess Diana, an 
opinion poll said Monday. v . 
Only 10 per cent of those f ; 
questioned thought they 1 _ 
should not divorce, accord- V ' 
ing to the poll carried out 
by NOP Institute. Last 
month, Queen Elizabeth D „.■• • 
called for a speedy divorce 
to end tbe stormy 14-year . 
marriage. v ' 


Diana and sons’ 
nanny ‘at 
loggerheads’ 


LONDON (AFP) — Rela- . 

tions have soured between » 

Princess Diana and the : 

nanny appointed to look - 

after her two sons, accord- 

ing to press reports Mon- 

day which said the nanny 

“Tiggy ” Legge-Bouike had : . ' 

called on the princess to ’■ '• 

withdraw remarks made in - . - 

private which she had 

found offensive. The Daily •: . 

Mail quoted Ms. Legge- 
Bourke’s lawyer Peter : 1 .1 

Carter-Ruck as saying: “I ' 

have written to Diana’s sol- 
heritors Misbcon De Reya 
requesting that those false 
allegations be privately - 
withdrawn and recognised V 
to be totally untrue.” The '' 
paper said Ms. Legge- 
Bourke, 30 had been par- T • ■ 
ticulariy hurt by remarks : 
allegedly made by Princess ... ' . • 

Diana at a Christmas party 
organised for the staff of 
the royal family on Dec. 14 : 
at which her estranged hus- 
band Prince Charles was ". . . . 
also present. The paper did 
not elaborate on what was 
supposedly said. Six days . ._ . • * . 

after the party, Ms. Legge- ... . . 

Bourke contacted her . . 
lawyer and at the same T '. 
time asked him to warn tbe 
popular press not to publish ' 
speculative reports about j : : 

her relationship with - t /« . 

Prince Charles, the Daily US dll US Off 
Mail said. Since tbe Prince 
of Wales and' Princess 
■Diana separated in 1992, 
popular press has often 
written about Tiggy's 
“growing” influence over 
the two princes and about 
Princess Diana's reported 
resentment at the friend- 
ship between Tiggy and 
Prince Charles. Last year 
the press published a pho- 
tograph of Prince Charles 
kissing Tiggy on the cheek 
after climbing a slope at 
KJosters ski resort. 


»:Y.' / 


trapped 


*\ : 


Antonioni gets 
France’s top award 


PARIS (AFP) — France ; • 
Sunday bestowed its Le-_ :: 
gion of Honour on Italian 
director Michelangelo An- 
tomoni in a salute to his 
long career in film. Cnlfnre p- 
Minister Philippe Douste- ; ■ ■: 
Blazy presented the award' - .> 
to the 83-year-old director 
of Blow-Up and Identifies- 
tion Of A Woman, saying 
his films had “universri" 
meaning”. On hand for the? 
ceremony were Vincent > 
Perez, Wlm Wenders and 1 ; 
Irene Jacobs, with whom- >. : 
Antonioni has been making ■’ 
his latest picture. ■’.] 


French body shop 
fined for English 
on labels 


PARIS (R) — A body sho| ; 
in the alpine town o 
Chambery has become tfo : 
first shop in France to b' 
fined under tbe so-calle^ 
Toubon Law aimed 3 
stemming the flood o 
“Franglais” into Frencl 
police said Sunday. Th 
beauty products shop, - 
French branch of th';: 
British body shop chan -: 
was fined 1,000 franc 
($200) by a local court ft : 
failing to translate instnu 
dons on some its prodw. . 
labels into the French iai'-v 
guage, a Chambery polic 
official told Reuters. Tt .; 
Toubon Law, adopted r. 
July 1994, requires th .< 
product labels, instructic : 
booklets, adverti semen 
and public signs either 1 
in French or translated 
originally in another la -, 
guage. It was named aft:, 
former Culture Minisf 
Jacques Toubon, wl,_ 
drafted it and is no' " 
France’s justice minister. ■ ‘ 


; 
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J New Greek Socialist 


government sworn in 

ATHENS (R) New Greek Socialist Prime Minister 
Costas S uni Us and his cabinet were sworn in Monday, 
n arking a fresh start aimed at reviving the ailing economy 
ind bringing Greece closer to the European Union (EU). 
Srnntis, 59, a pragmatic lawyer and economist, put 
■ ogether a cabinet which blends former experienced minis- 
ers and the Socialist (Pasok) Party’s young guard who are 
ammitted to reform. 

He kept in their posts National Economy Minister Yannos 
?apandoniou and Finance Minister Alexandras 
Papadopoulos, both credited for s lashing a nnual inflation 
» a single digit for the first time since 1973. 

But his choice of outspoken Theodoras Pangalos as for- 
iign minister could rile Greece’s EU partners. Mr. 
Pangalos insulted both Germany and Italy when he was 
European affairs minister during Greece’s 1994 EU presi- 
:: dency. 

The Socialist group in parliament elected Mr. Simitis as 
„ its leader last week to replace party founder Andreas 
^Papandreon, who has been critically iU in hospital for the 
past two months. 

Mr. S muds' retention of the economic ministers signalled 
his detenmnation to push ahead with an economic austeri- 
ty programme to bring down towering public debt and 
move ahead with pending privatisations of public firms. 

He was also expected to make changes in the boards of 
state firms and banks, plagued by mismanagement and 
growing deficits. 

Mr. Simitis created a super-ministry of development, 
grouping industry, commerce and tourism. It was put under 
former European Commissioner Vasso Papandreou, a 
staunch supporter of him during his opposition to Mr. 
Papandreou’s leadership over the past year. 

Mr. Papandreou, (no relation to Andreas) wifi handle 
much of the distribution of EU development funds which 
aim to bring Greece in line with its EU partners. 

Mr. Pangalos was the sole appointment likely to ruffle 
any feathers among Western allies and diplomatic sources 
said some EU countries bad indicated that they would pre- 
fer someone else for foreign mini ster 
Fluent in French, English and German, he is one of 
Greece’s best versed diplomats on EU affairs but is known 
abroad mostly for likening Germany to “a giant with bes- 
tial force and a child's brain”. 

He made the comment to a seminar on Greece's plans for 
its EU presidency in 1994 and later apologised publicly. 

But Mr. Pangalos received praise for his hanl work on 
expanding foe EU to 1 5 members from 1 2 during foe Greek 
presidency. 

Defence Minister Geras simos Arsenis and Interior 
Minister Aids TsohatzopouJos who contested the party 
leadership with Mr. Simitis, retained their posts, giving foe 
cabinet the appearance of a broad spectrum of foe party. 

Mr. Simids held various posts since Mr. Papandreou 
became Greece’s first Socialist prime minister in 1981 and 
is best known for his term as national economy minister in 
1985 when EU partners say be made a serious effort to 
bring runaway debts under control. 

He was expected to outline his government’s policies in 
parliament this week and get a vote of confidence from the 
306-seat body where Pasok has a comfortable majority. 

Thousands of Rwandan 


refugees trapped on border 


BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
More than 16,000 Rwandan 
Hutu refugees were trapped 
between two military forces 
(Hi conflict-tom Burundi’s 
border with Tanzania 
Monday, a relief agency 
official told AFP. 

Tanzanian soldiers were 
refusing to allow the 
refugees who fled a camp in 
Burundi across foe Ruvubu 
River border, and 
Burundian troops behind 
them were refusing to allow 
them to retreat farther back 
into Burundi, said Andrei 
Kisselev, foe head of dele- 
gation in Burundi for the 
Federation of International 
Societies of foe Red Cross 
and Red Crescent 

Tanzania last week al- 
lowed a first wave of 

15.000 refugees to cross the 
border — closed in March 
last year — after shooting 
broke out around their 
Mugano Camp, some 10 
kilometres (six miles) from 
the frontier 

It was still unclear 
Monday whether soldiers of 
Burundi’s Tutsi-dominated 
army fired directly into the 
camp, as the refugees claim, 
or whether foe fighting took 
place just outside iL 

The refugees said foe sol- 
diers killed 20 camp inhabi- 
tants, but relief workers 
have been unable to find 
any bodies at foe camp or 
over foe border in Tanzania 
and saw no evidence of 
shooting inside the camp. 

At the weekend, the 

17.000 inhabitants of the 
nearby Ntamba Camp deci- 
ded to follow the Mugano 
Camp residents to Tanzania, 
but Dar Es Salaam closed 
the border again after 400 
got across. 

Burundian soldiers mean- 
while burned down foe 
Ntamba Camp huts, made 
of branches, palm fronds, 
mod and plastic sheeting, 
Hitoshi Mise, foe senior 
representative of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) told 
AFP. 

He said the troops refused 
to allow UNHCR field staff 
to visit the Ntamba refugees 
on foe Burundian side of the 
border Sunday, but that 
some were going there 
Monday with Burundian 
Interior Minister Gabriel 


Sinarinzi. 

Mr Mise said be had no 
idea how much food and 
water the refugees had 
taken with them, but that 
the UNHCR was standing 
by to supply food, water 
and blankets once burundi- 
an authorities gave their 
permission. 

Mr. Mise told AFP Mon- 
day that he had told the cen- 
tral government the refu- 
gees should be allowed to 
return to Ntamba, which 
could be rebuilt, or another 
camp. 

“Nobody said ‘no,'” be 
said. “A decision should be 
made after the interior min- 
ister’s visit” 

The other solution would 
be to repatriate the refugees 
to Rwanda, Mr. Mise said, 
but acknowledged that it 
was unlikely they would 
want to return. 

They fled that neighbour- 
ing country at the end of a 
vicious three-month civil 
war in 1994 in which Hutu 
extremists slaughtered more 
than 500.000 men, women 
and children before being 
defeated by a rebel army of 
minority Tutsis. 

In Burundi, where foe eth- 
nic mix is similar to that 
before foe Rwandan geno- 
cide — 85 per cent Hutu to 
14 per cent Tutsi — they are 
enmeshed in a low-level 
civil war. 

Gashes between foe army 
and Hutu militias, as well as 
massacres of villagers, are 
resulting in a daily death 
toll put at around 30, and 
foe 120,000 Rwandan Hutu 
refugees in the north are fre- 
quently caught in clashes. 

The army accuses Burun- 
di's Hutus of collaborating 
with Rwandan Hutu refu- 
gees in Zaire to mount guer- 
rilla attacks across the bor- 
der, and the Rwandan Hutus 
here say foe army is trying 
to force them out 

The army has also threat- 
ened to move foe refugee 
camps deeper into Burundi, 
which the refugees fear 
would be dangerous, relief 
workers say. 

Mr. Mise described the 
burning of the Ntamba 
Camp as “probably foe re- 
sult of mi scommimicarion” 
between local and central 
authorities, who were appa- 
rently inually unaware of it. 



Britons Steve Nicholson (right) and Caroline Harrison;, 
both 34, hold hands as they rest during a medical obser- 
vation period at Zaenoel Abiddin Hospital in Banda 
Aceh. After spending ten hours in shark-infested waters 
Mr. Nicholson has told how he proposed to his girl- 
friend, Ms. Harrison, in a bid to keep them alive. The 
two were rescued after a ferry disaster off Indonesia’s 
westernmost Aceh province last Friday (Reuter photo) 

No more survivors in 


Indonesia ferry disaster 


BANDA ACEH, Indonesia 
(R) — Rescue teams found 
no more survivors or bodies 
Monday from a sunken 
ferry off Sumatra and 
authorities said more than 
100 people still missing 
were now presumed dead, 
bringing to at least 150 foe 
death toll. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fikri, 
commander of the naval 
base on Sabang Island who 
is coordinating the search, 
said there was no longer 
any hope of finding any 
more survivors. 

Col. Fikri said 51 people, 
including a German and 
another unidentified for- 
einger. bad been confirmed 
dead and more than 100 
were missing. 

Altogether 40 people, 
including five foreigners, 
were known to have sur- 
vived. 

A Flotilla of military and 
naval vessels, as well as 
divers and a spotter aircraft 
and a helicopter, resumed 
the search at first light 
Monday but found no one 
from the ferry Gurita. 
which went (town Friday 
night off die northern tip of 
Sumatra after bitting rocks 
in seas lashed by strong 
winds. 

Lieutenant Basuki 
Praktikno, leading a seven- 
member team of navy scuba 
divers, told Reuters no 
more bodies had been 
found. 

He added that the Gurita 
— or Octopus — had been 
located at a depth of 300 
metres. 

“Our equipment only 
enables us to dive to 100 
metres ... Besides, it’s been 
three days and the bodies 
do not float. We believe 
they are still trapped inside 
the ferry,” he said. 

“We are going to stop the 
search next Friday and by 
that time foe bodies will 
already be damaged or 
destroyed.” 

The Gurita left Banda 
Aceh Friday night for 
Sabang on We Island, 18 
miles to foe northwest, car- 
rying, according to its offi- 
cial papers, a total of 210 
people. Officials said 11 
foreigners were on board. 

Col. Fikri said strong cur- 
rents in foe area were mak- 


ing the recovery of bodies 
difficult. 

Exhausted foreign sur- 
vivors said the vessel sank 
quickly about 1,800 kilo- 
metres (1,125 miles) north 
of Jakarta and they were 
forced to spend up to 18 
nerve-racking hours in 
choppy seas. 

Some survivors reported 
people clinging to bodies to 
keep afloat 

An official from the 
mayor’s office, Saftuddin, 
said Sunday the bodies of 
German Manuella Helsmit, 
34, and an Irish woman, 
identified only as Margaret, 
32. had been sent to a hos- 
pital in Banda Aceh. 

The five foreigners who 
were rescued are Britons 
Steve Nicholson, 34, his 
partner Caroline Harrison, 
24, American Margaret 
Crotty, 23, German Peter 
Bremmer, 39, and Wong 
Sun Tai of Taiwan. 

Nicholson initially 
referred to Harrison as his 
wife, but clarified in a later 
interview foal foey were not 
yet married. 

Mr. Safruddin said all the 
foreigners except Mr. 
Wong, who works in Banda 
Aceh, were tourists. 

Ms. Crotty, her feet in 
bandages, said Sunday she 
swam for about 16 hours 
after jumping off the sink- 
ing ferry, laden with 
cement, building materials 
and two and four-wheeled 
vehicles. 

“Passengers were scream- 
ing and shouting. There was 
panic everywhere when foe 
boat was about to sink,” foe 
New Yorker, who currently 
lives in Jakarta, told 
Reuters at a .Sabang hospi- 
tal. 

“As I was swimming, I 
kept bumping into others 
who had also escaped by 
jumping into the sea. Some 
were giving up,” she said. 

Mn Bremmer, 39. who 
lost his wife Manuella 
Helsmit, was still in shock. 
“We lost everything we 
had,” he said. 

Nicholson, from London, 
told Reuters: “it (the vessel) 
tipped twice before finally 
tipping with its nose up and 
sank perpendicularly in a 
matter of less than 30 sec- 
onds.” 


Irian Jaya kidnappers 
free another local hostage 


JAKARTA (R) — Rebels 
holding 14 people, includ- 
ing six Westerners, hostage 
in Indonesia’s remote Irian 
Jaya highlands freed anoth- 
er local villager Monday, 
handing him over to three 
missionary mediators. 

The mediators had flown 
by helicopter to foe kidnap- 
ping site in foe jungles of 
Irian Jaya province from 
the nearest town, Wamena, 

4,000 kilometres east of 
Jakarta. 

‘The helicopter took off 
at 6.30 a.m. (2130 GMT 
Sunday) and returned to 
Wamena at 10.45 a.m.,” 
Lieutenant-Colonel Maulud 
Hidayat. a military 
spokesman, told Reuiers. 


“The hostage named 
Jacobus Wandiba, whose 
wife and child were already 
freed, was released and has 
come back to Wamena,” 
Col. Hidayat said by tele- 
phone from the provincial 
capital Jayapura. 

Mr. Jacobus, a resident of 
Mapunduma village where 
26 people were kidnapped 
on Jan. 8, is employed by a 
number of research groups 
as an assistant, the 
spokesman said. He said he 
believed Mr. Jacobus was 
in good health. 

Mr. Jacobus’ wife and 
young baby and several 
other hostages were 
released by the kidnappers 
on Jan. 1 6. 


Tamil Rebels claim downing 
Sri Lankan army helicopter 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
Monday claimed in inter- 
cepted radio communica- 
tions that they downed an 
air force helicopter over 
northern Sri Lanka together 
with 39 security personnel 
onboard, official sources 
here said. 

Security forces monitor- 
ing internal VHF radio 
communications of the 
rebel Liberation Tige rs of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) said 
the rebels reported the 
shooting down of the air 
force MI- 17 transport heli- 
copter over the Indian 
Ocean, the sources said. 

“The Tigers have said in 
(the northern peninsula of) 
Jaffna that foey shot (town 
the helicopter,” a defence 
source said, but added that 
they also made a s imilar 
claim two days ago when 
nothing was hit 

There was no official 
word from foe LTTE about 
the crash. The Defence 
Ministry here issued a brief 


statement saying that the 
aircraft had disappeared and 
said a search was underway. 
The ministry gave no 
details. 

Defence sources said foe 
Russian-built MI-17 was 
taking troopers from foe 
main air force base at Palaly 
on the northern edge of the 
Jaffna peninsula to a small- 
er military base at 
Vettilaikerni when it went 
down. 

“The flight usually takes 
less than 10 minutes,” the 
source said. ‘The pilot was 
not in difficulty. Otherwise 
be would have sent out a 
distress message. He just 
disapp eared from radar.” 

The LTTE evidence so far 
suggested that the aircraft 
may have been shot down 
by a rebel anti-aircraft gun- 
ner firing from a boat off 
the eastern coast of the 
Jaffna peninsula, foe 
sources said. 

The LTTE is known to 
have fired medium machine 
guns to bring down a 


Chinese built Y-8 cargo 
plane off Jaffna in 
November last year, killin g 
five crew members. 

Hopes faded for the 39 
people on board foe MI-17 
helicopter as rescue aircraft 
and gunboats failed to 
locate the wreckage five 
hours after launching their 
search in high seas infested 
by the Tiger naval unit, foe 
Sea Tigers. 

The crash was a double 
tragedy because a senior 
navy officer on board, 
Cedric Martiastyn, had lost 
his pilot son Jason in a sim- 
ilar crash in September last 
year. Among foe other pas- 
sengers were an army lieu- 
tenant c olone l and a major. 

The LTTE has fired sur- 
face-to-air heat-seeking 
anti-aircraft missiles to 
bring down air force p lanes 
in the past year. The LTTE 
fired its first missile in April 
1995 to bring down an Avro 
HS-74S plane near the 
Palaly Air Base. 

A total of six air force 


planes were lost in 1995. 
Defence sources said at 
least five of them crashed 
due to enemy action. 

“Unlike in previous crash- 
es, the passengers of the 
MI- 17 were wearing life 
jackets ” a defence source 
said. “If there are any sur- 
vivors, we would have 
found them by now.” 

Monday’s crash came 
nearly seven weeks after 
security forces captured the 
LTTE’s main bastion • of 
Jaffna, on foe western flank 
of the Jaffna peninsula after 
nearly 50 da ys of fighting. 

The LTTE which is fight- 
ing for an independent 
homeland for the island’s 
two million Tamil minority 
has vowed to seek revenge 
for foe loss of Jaffna, foe 
capital of a de facto state 
run by them in the past five 
years. 

More than 50,000 people 
have died in foe bitter sepa- 
ratist conflict in the past 23 
years. 


Yeltsin ‘ will 
probably’ 
stand in 
June polls 

MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin 
announced Monday that he 
would probably run for re- 
election in the June presi- 
dential poll but would 
make a definitive decision 
next month, Russian news 
agencies repented. 

T will probably agree to 
put myself forward for the 
presidential election. I say 
probably because 1 will 
announce my final deci- 
sion on Feb. 13-15,” Mr. 
Yeltsin was quoted as say- 
ing by Interfax. 

He made the statement to 
a group • of foreign 
investors.' 

Since last summer, Mr. 
Yeltsin, 64, has had two 
heart attacks, casting doubt 
on his intention to seek a 
further four-year term. 

Following the most 
recent heart attack on Oct. 
26, he spent two months 
convalescing. 

in recent weeks, howev- 
er, Mr. Yeltsin has been 
behaving increasingly like 
a presidential candidate, 
and last week he set up the 
Kremlin campaign head- 
quarters, putting Deputy 
Prime Minister Oleg 
Soskovets, a key ally, in 
charge. 

Mr. Yeltsin acknowl- 
edged he would be in for a 
tough contest. 

“I understand very well 
that, if I give my consent, 
the struggle will be tough 
and neck-and-neck,” foe 
president added. 

“Those I will have to face 
are not exactly ordinary 
people, but we are going to 
organise the campaign in 
line with what happens in 
other countries.” he said. 

Russia’s Communist 
Party, which won 
December elections with 
more than 22 per cent of 
foe vote, is expected within 
the next few days to name 
its leader Gennady 
Zyuganov, as a presidential 
candidate. 

The ultra-nationalist 
Liberal Democratic Party 
of Russia, which came sec- 
ond in tbs poll with more 
than 11 per cent of the 
vote, has already named 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky as 
its candidate. 

With slightly more than 
10 per cent of the vote, foe 
governing party Our Home 
Is Russia came third in the 
December poll. 

According to political 
analysts, Mr. Yeltsin has 
attempted to woo the 
Communist and nationalist 
vote by ousting several 
reformist ministers from 
his government since the 
stan of foe year. The casu- 
alties have included 
Privatisation Minister 
Anatoly Chubais and 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev, who was popular 
abroad but criticised within 
his own country for being 
too pro- West. 


ANC reacts cooly towards De 


Klerk’s power-sharing ideas 


JOHANNESBURG^) — The ruling 
African National Congress (ANC) Monday 
reacted cooly to a suggestion by deputy 
president and National Party leader F.W. De 
Klerk that some form of coalition govern- 
ment should rule South Africa beyond 
1999. 

Mr. De Klerk, the country's last white 
head of state, told a National Party (NP) 
meeting at the weekend that a national 
unity government was in foe best interests 
of all South Africans. 

But the ANC. which heads a unity gov- 
ernment in which the National Party is a 
junior partner, said in a statement in 
response to questions by Reuters that it did 
not believe in perpetuating a “forced coali- 
tion*. 

“The ANC acknowledges that the govern- 
ment of national unity has served foe coun- 
try well. Nonetheless to allow it to become 
a permanent feature can only lead to the 
development of an obstacle towards the 
very essence of multi-party democracy,” it 
said., ‘ " - 

Fresh general elections are doe to be held*' 
by 1999, by which time a definitive post- 
apartheid constitution would be in force. 

An interim constitution governing the 
transition from apartheid sets May 9, the 
second anniversary of the first sitting of the 
first all-race parliament, as the deadline for 
the adoption of a final blueprint for majori- 


ty rule, although officials say there is little 
chance of meeting the target date. 

Mn De Klerk, whose party is in throes of 
change to make it more acceptable to the 
black majority, said he was not married to 
the concept of a government of national 
unity, as it was consituted at foe moment, 
and foe NP was working on possible alter- 
natives. 

“We believe that beyond 1999 there is a 
need to find ways and means which will 
ensure that the major political role players, 
foe biggest parties, will continue to rise 
above their party-political differences,” he 
said. 

The ANC said while it recognised the idea 
of inter-party cooperation, it “does not 
believe in foe perpetuation of a forced 
coalition which denies the majority politi- 
cal party the right to freely decide how to 
pursue foe interests of the majority '* 

The National Party, which creiiJV- and 
four decades later dismantled apartheid, 
said last week it -was considering how best 
it could draw in ANC dissidents, foe Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party and other 
like-minded groups into an umbrella party 
to counter the ANC. 

The ANC bolds 252 parliamentary seats 
compared to 82 held by the country’s white 
former rulers and 43 by Inkatha Other par- 
ties hold 23 between them. 


Next century will be Asia’s, but 
keep an eye on China — Thatcher 


MANILA (AFP) — 
The centre or economic 
gravity will shift from 
Europe to Asia in the 
next century, with 
China as the Asian 
power to watch 
because of its growing 
economic and military 
nripbt, former British 
Prime Minister 

Margaret Thatcher 
said Monday. 

“Just as die scene 
shifts in a play, so the 
next act in world histo- 
ry will be set more in 
Asia than in Europe, 
more in the Pacific 
than in the Atlantic,” 
she said. 

Lady Thatcher, who 
is on the Manila leg of 
an Asian tour spon- 
sored by Citibank NA, 
cited Asian qualities 
such as a strong work 
ethic, a sense of social 
discipline and a com- 
mitment to education 
among factors for the 
drift. 

She also said that by 
2000, Asia would have 
the largest number of 
people m the most eco- 
nomically productive 
age group — those 
between 20 to 40. 

By the turn of the 
century, the United 
States would have 76 


million in this group, 
with 94 million in 
Europe, 37 million in 
Japan, and 570 million 
in East Asia, Lady 
Thatcher said. 

‘They will constitute 
an unparalleled 

resource and a vast 
market,” she told an 
audience of business 
and political leaders. 

Tirade between 


European Union coun- 
tries and Asia rose by 
123 per cent in 1994 to 
250 billion ECUs ($320 
billion), compared to 
an 11.5 per cent rate of 
increase in trade with 
the United States in the 
same year to 188 bil- 
lion ECUs, according 
to a forum held in 
Venice, Italy over the 
weekend. 

The former British 
leader, who resigned in 
1990, also said that as 
the Asia-Pacific region 
attained a bigger glob- 
al role, China’s emerg- 
ing military and eco- 
nomic might was 
“probably the most 
important develop- 
ment at the end of this 
century and for the 
beginning of the next.” 

‘TJiven the pace of 
China’s economic 
growth, her military 
strength is bound to 
increase, even if the 
proportion of national 
wealth spent on 
defence does no more 
than keep pace with its 
economic growth,” she 
said. 

“In practice, China is 
going to be a much 
more formidable mili- 
tary power than it is 
today, she added. 

Lady Thatcher noted 
-that Beijing has three 
million men under 
arms “and has shown 
itself ready to use the 
implied threat of that 
military power.” 

She cited China’s 
actions in the six- 
nation dispute over the 
Spratiy Islands in the 
South China Sea and 
its military exercises 


across the Strait of 
Taiwan in an apparent 
bid to intimidate the 
tiny island it considers 
a renegade province. 

The Spratlys are 
claimed in whole or in 
part by Brunei, China, 
Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Taiwan 
and Vietnam. Manila 
in February 1995 
accused Beijing of 
encroaching on a 
Philippine- claimed 
reef, sparking a war of 
nerves. 

Lady Thatcher said 
there was no need to be 
alarmed over China’s 
intentions because 
while it has been pro- 
tective of its national 
borders, ‘‘she has not 
historically been an 
expansionist power.” 

Recently, Beijing has 
also played a “more 
constructive part” in 
the United Nations 
Security Council, she 
noted. 

But she said that the 
“best possible reassur- 
ance” to China’s 
neighbours is when the 
Communist leadership 
will adopt a “more 
open ana representa- 
tive form of govern- 
ment and broader 
political participa- 
tion.” 

She said that while a 
balance of power 
among regional power- 
houses China, Japan 
and Russia is crucial to 
stability in the Asia- 
Padfic, continued U.S. 
military presence was 
still vital to security in 
the region. 
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Symbolism by the wayside 


THE HOLY month of Ramadan is off to the 
“usual” start we have been used to for many 
years now. Early signs are that people are still 
sacrificing the inner meaning of fasting at the 
altar of indulging in foods and sweets. Scenes 
from markets in the country on the first two days 
of Ramadan dearly showed that fasting people 
are still emptying shops from meat, poultry and 
sweets at record rates as if the message of the 
holy month is to fill up with rich foods rather 
than highlight the spirituality of the occasion and 
opt for lighter and simpler meals to break their 
fasting hours. Throngs of people could be seen 
literally competing with one another to snatch 
some delicacies from market shelves before they 
are emptied by the appearance of hungry 
crowds. 

Fasting in Islam, of course, is not about 
stocking food and how to fill our stomachs at 
sunset. To the contrary, there is something much 
more spiritual about the holy month than tradi- 
tional demonstration of superficial observance of 
the occasion. We blame, inter alia, religious 
educational programmes before and during 
Ramadan for not drawing enough attention to 
the true meaning of Ramadan and its quintessen- 
tial message by calling on worshippers to forsake 
the material dimensions of life in favour of 
soul-searching for a simpler lifestyle. Ramadan is 
actually the time of the year when people are 
supposed to get doser to God and religion by ! 
observing more sincerely Islam's call for piety, j 
sharing the life of deprivation being experienced I 
by so many Muslims everywhere, and giving a 
helping hand to the needy. Devout Muslims are 
supposed to eat less, reflect more, shrug off bad 
material habits during the month of abstinence to 
deanse their body and soul. What we can see in i 
our midst, though, is anything but religious 
adherence to the edicts of proper fasting by so 
many people. 

With all fairness, however, there are still some 
truly devout Muslims who are observing and 
practising the true meaning of fasting. But these 
people are a minority. The majority is still paying 
lip service to fasting by turning their days into 
nights and their nights into days. Many seize the 
occasion to work less, arrive at their offices later 
and leave earlier. The hours of a normally 
productive day are spent on shopping for food, 
sleeping and eating. No wonder the rate of heart 
attacks increase during fasting days and nights. 
Yet it is never too late to change negative habits 
and this is where we expect our religious leaders 
to say and do more in that vein. As is, Ramadan 
is being wasted on earthly pursuits that have 
nothing to do with its inherent symbolisms. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WITH THE announcement of the results of the Palestinian 
elections, the Palestinians have achieved one of the most 
important steps towards building their independent state, 
said Al Ra'i Arabic daily Monday. The legislative set-up 
means a transition from the state of -“revolutionary 
legitimacy" to "legitimate democracy," endorsed by the 
world community whose observers attested to the fair and 
free elections and the voting process exercised by the 
Palestinian masses for the first time in their entire history, 
according to the daily. Despite the boycott of certain 
political groups, the elections in which the majority of 
people took part were a proof that the Palestinians seek to 
pursue the process of constructing the solid foundations of 
a democratic and pluralistic society, dealing objectively 
with the realities and endeavouring to improve and achieve 
progress on all fronts, added the paper. Having organised 
general elections under most difficult conditions and in the 
face of overwhelming odds, added the daily, the Palestinian 
people has demonstrated a real determination to fulfill its 
long-sought dreams. The Jordanians, concluded the paper, 
can only rejoice at the success of democracy in Palestine 
and voice the best wishes for the success of the future 
Palestinian state. 

A WRITER in Al Dustour supported a call on the 
government by the Jordan Valley Farmers Association to 
come to their help and promptly deal with issues plaguing 
farming and the fanners. The fanners pass through a 
difficult situation, with their debts accumulating due to the 
continual rise in the prices of pesticides and seeds, for 
example, and the poor marketing of agricultural crops in 
Jordan and abroad, said Mohammad Daoud. To help find a 
solution to the fanners' debts which now amout to JD 65 
million, the government ought to force the big and wealthy 
farmers to pay back their dues and to reschedule the small 
farmers' debts, suggested the writer. Al the same time, he 
said, the government must set up a task force to find 
long-lasting solutions to agricultural problems and to 
organise the relationship between food producers and 
middlemen, to adopt policies that can create a better 
climate for investments in the agricultural sector and 
provide protection to national products and help open new 
markets for Jordanian produce. The writer said that unless 
prompt action is taken, this important agricultural sector 
will continue to witness retreat, with dangerous consequ- 
ences to the national economy. 



January 1996: peace-making’s pivotal month 


This has been a very good month for Arab-Israeli peace making. January 1996 is likely 
to go down in history as the moment that launched the real test of peace making between 
Arabs and Israelis, because of five important things that have happened this month: 

1. Implementation of the second stage of the Oslo agreement. This has always been 
crucial for disproving the sceptics who thought that the Oslo accord would never extend 
beyond Gaza and Jericho. The full verdict of the Oslo accord is not yet in, but its most 
cruel and doabtiui critics have been proven resoundingly wrong so far, as we can see from 
the nationalistic jamboree now taking place in Palestine. 

2. The Paris pledging conference for financial aid for the Palestinians, which came up 
with pledges of over $1.2 billion. This is important because, a) it shows that the Palestin- 
ian National Authority (PNA) has devised fiscal accounting and accountability systems 
that satisfy the international donors, and b) fresh global funding is still coming in to a 
□ascent Palestine that places great importance on such expressions of international polit- 
ical and economic support It is particularly noteworthy that the $550 million needed for 
a list of “core projects 71 presented at Paris was oversubscribed by $240 million. This is not 
a lot of money in terms of global economies; but it is an absolutely crucial sum in terms 
of Palestinian national rebirth. 

3. The elections for the PNA presidency and legislative council, which have taken place 
in an atmosphere of relatively credible pluralism, freedom and democracy — defined in 
our particular Arab/Semitic terms that view an S5 per cent victory by a presidential can- 
didate as credible. This was less an election and more a tip-of-tbe-hat payback by the 
Palestinian people to Yasser Arafat and his Fateh faction for keeping alive the flame of 
Palestinian national dignity for more than three decades. If there had been any doubt about 
who would win the elections, they certainly would not have taken place at this time. But 
never mind. This was not an election mainly about democracy and pluralism: it was main- 
ly a tribal reaffirmation that reconstituted traditional patriarchal politics in the hands of a 
ruling elite that has been overwhelmingly validated and celebrated by its own people, and 
simultaneously monitored, funded, cheered and approved by the entire world. By gosh, if 
Al Gore and Warren Christopher both drop in during the election campaign to signal their 
approval, that's pretty serious legitimation in today's world. 

The Palestinian elections should be seen as a historic turning point whose importance 
stems from their national symbolism more than their political substance — the symbolism 
of a Palestinian Arab people for the first time in their history choosing their own leaders, 
and thereby starting out on the long but exhilarating road to national sovereignty. It will 
happen, but it will not happen soon. 

4. The progress on negotiations between Israel and Syria/Lebanon (!?!) is an important 
element in the overall prospects for genuine and durable peace in this region. Absence of 
Syrian-Lebanese-Israeli peace would not destroy Israel's existing peace accords with Jor- 
dan, Egypt and Palestine, but would continue to slow down the regional Arab inclination 
to normalise relations with Israel. Syria/Lebanon is/are not likely to wage war with Israel 
on its/tbeir own in the near future, and thus it/their impact on the regional picture has 
declined somewhat in the last two years. 

5. The completion of negotiation and ratification of the various Jordanian-Israeli bilat- 
eral agreements that stemmed from the October 1994 peace treaty. This is a sign that a) 
the Jordanian peace with Israel will be qualitatively warmer and more productive than the 
Egyptian peace with Israel, b) the anti-normalisation trend within Jordan will not restrain 
the will of the Jordanian leadership and people to move ahead with a warm peace, c) the 
majority of Jordanians clearly accept and approve this warm peace, for the majority's 
silence is correctly to be interpreted as something between unspoken acquiescence a la 
Oriental cultural patriarchy and formal approval a la Oriental political patriarchy, and, d) 
the wider anti-normalisation trends within the Arab World have been unable to muster any 
credible opposition or alternatives to the Jordanian-Israeli style of peace making. 

Hie silent majority in Jordan has been silent for four main reasons; 1 would suggest: 
the logistical constraints to normalisation with Israel because the bilateral accords were 
not finalised, a lack of material and economic benefits from peace, a sense of awkward- 
ness that Jordan was normalising too quickly with Israel at a time when the Palestinians 
were getting nowhere fast and were still suffering occupation, imprisonment land confis- 
cations and other ugly aspects of living under Zionist military occupation, and the feeling 
that Jordan's rush to normalise with Israel was isolating us from our natoral Arab hinter- 
land (especially that Egypt chose a cold peace and Syria/Lebanon continue/s to suffer the 


chronic indignities of Israeli military occupation of its/their laodsj. 

All four of these constraints experienced significant change and relief in January 1996. 
Syria/Lebanon is/are making progress in its/their negotiations with Israel, the Palestinians 
have achieved substantive gains in their quest for national dignity and rights, and the way 
is now open - logistically, politically, economically and emotionally - for Jordanians to 
forge mutually beneficial relations with Israelis, should they wish to do so. 

I predict that we shall now see a steady increase in bilateral contacts between Jordani- 
ans and Israelis — but only if one important condition is satisfied: if Israel finds a way to 
treat Jordanians who wish to visit Israel with less condescension and arrogance than it has 
in the recent past Security, illegal employment and other legitimate Israeli concerns have 
kept the flow of Jordanian visitors to Israel down to a trickle. A concerted effort must be 
made to find a way around some of these problems, in a manner that reduces rather than 
heightens the increasingly common Jordanian perception of Israel as a bastion of arro- 
gance and self-righteous superiority. It is sadly ironic that peace should increase such feel- 
ings about Israel among many Jordanians. It is urgent that this perception be set right, for 
Israeli relations with both Jordan and with other Arabs — because this same obstacle 
stands in the way of faster normalisation with other Arab countries. 

Most Israelis with whom I have spoken with honesty and sincerity in the last two years 
have a very bard time appreciating this point, but it is vital that they do so now that we 
ate passing through the historic changes and new hopes of January 1996. Most Israelis do 
not believe that they are belittling or humiliating the Palestinians and other Arabs in' the 
current peace process. They do not quite understand why most Aabs are not in the same 
burry to normalise relations as most Israelis are. The answer is as much cultural as polit- 
ical. In Arab/Semitic culture, issues such as honour, shame, dignity and respect carry 
enormous weight, to the point often of overriding more straightforward issues of securi- 
ty, land or other material matters. Now that the path towards mutually beneficial relations 
is open to Jordanians and Israelis, these cultural and human concerns need to be taken into 
greater consideration, because the political and logistical ones have all been resolved. It 
is important to recognise that most Jordanian and other Arab criticism of Israel’s treaties 
with or treatment of adjacent Arabs is spoken in the language of justice and injustice, and 
of dignity and indignity. 

It has taken just over four years - from the Madrid conference to January 1996 - for 
Jordan, Palestine, and Israel to reach the point today where we have collectively removed 
most of the political and legal obstacles to true people-to-people contacts, coexistence, 
reconciliation and cooperation for our mutual wellbeing. In other words, the real test of 
peace-making begins this month; everything up until now has been preparatory and logis- 
tical. What we witness this month, though, is precisely the key promise of incremental, 
snbstantive progress that was expected by those of us, myself included, who have sup- 
ported the Oslo and the Jordan-Israel peace talks from their inception, even when it was 
highly unfashionable to do so. 

The big bilateral issues between Israel and Palestine will start to be negotiated this 
year, including Jerusalem, settlements, water, borders and refugees. I would suggest that 
the ultimate success of the peace process now depends primarily on bow Jordanians, 
Palestinians and Israelis act during the coming year. If we use the year to forge relations 
that are emotionally and politically satisfying because they are equitable and non-deni- 
grating, and if we reconfigure the regional economies so that material benefits and hope 
for the future flow to the households of average families and not only to the already rich 
and powerful, then a meaningful and durable peace will triumph. In that case, the big 
issues loom less big and more manageable, because we would have laid the groundwork 
for a process of compromise that can be seen by all concerned parties to be politically pro- 
ductive and emotionally non-humiliating. 

If, however, we do not seize the opportunities for interaction, reconciliation and 
progress that have been opened for us in January 1996; if we remain stubbornly stuck on 
little pieces of land rather than grasping the promise of a revival of our tradition of pan- 
Semitic humanism, then the year 1996 will go down in history not as the end of the Arab- 
Israeli 100 years war. but rather only as a deceptive and naive interlude in a conflict that 
was destined, like European colonialism and American racism, to last for centuries. This 
month tends to suggest that the majority of Arabs and Israelis have chosen tbe option of 
pan-Semitic humanism, even if very gradually reconstituted. 


Public expenditure and privatisation. . . a partial outlook 


By -Maher- AI Waked 

ECONOMIC ACTIVI- 
TIES which result from the 
state's public spending are 
of a vast magnitude. They 
include and reach all 
spheres of economics well 
as social life. Therefore, 
and for the sake of main- 
taining these activities, the 
foundation of the public ex- 
penditure policy should be 
laid. 

When the features of our 
1996 budget stipulate that 
the volume of public ex- 
penditure will be in the 
region of JD 1.745 million, 
the implication is that the 
effects of this expenditure 


will be. deeply rooted in our 
lives. Hence public spend- 
ings should be considered 
as an important tool to 
reach certain goals. 

Public expenditures have 
their immense impact on 
production and labour 
forces through their impact 
on the volume of the total 
demand, the importance of 
that increases according to 
the magnitude of the state's 
interference in both econo- 
mic and social activities. 
Direct expenses in them- 
selves are but a key element 
in creating and shaping a 
demand on services and 
commodities. 

Public expenditures are 


naturally equal to public 
revenues. That is to say 
governments determine, 
first the volume of expenses 
they require to finance their 
social and economy ends, 
then they determine accor- 
dingly the ways to obtain 
and derive the revenues 
necessary and equal to 
these expenditures. From 
an economic point of view, 
public revenues are de- 
ducted from the national 
income and. therefore, any 
increase in the latter would 
allow an increase in the 
former. The public expend- 
itures are to be embodied in- 
the economic current to 
generate additional demand 


and consequently to gener- 
ate more incomes and even- 
tually an additional capacity 
for an increased revenue 
then an increased basis for 
an additional expenditure 
threatre and so on. 

The above role was in- 
strumental for the state, 
any state, that follows the 
so called directed or con- 
trolled economy, when the 
government lakes the lead- 
ing role in its economy,- 
leaving a small one for the 
private sector to function 
with. 

Now as we are entering a 
new era that calls for the 
state to refrain from in- 
tervention in the economic 


State Department spokesman 
defends U.S. military 

aid to Turkey 


WASHINGTON (API - 
U.S. officials are con- 
cerned about human rights 
abuses in Turkey but do 
not necessarily share the 
conclusions of a CBS ”60 
Minutes" segment. Stale 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Burns said the 
United States has no 
reason to apologise for 
military aid to ihe strong 
ally and condemns the 
Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK) as a terrorist 
organisation. 

The spokesman said he 
had not seen the TV pro- 
gramme which brought a 
diplomatic protest from 
Turkey. The government 
in Ankara earlier Tuesday 
summoned an American 
enjoy to explain state- 
ments made by U.S. offi- 
cials on the programme 
aired Sunday. 

Mr. Burns said he had 
not seen the CBS 
programme, but he said it 
had been described to him. 
The programme featured 
excerpts from interviews 
with State Department 


officials John Shattuck and 
John Komblum. 

’1 wouldn't say that 
Assistant Secretary 
Shattuck or Deputy Assis- 
tant Secretary Komblum 
agreed with the basic line 
taken by '60 Minutes.' 'GO 
Minutes' choose to take 
the position it did. It 
carried very short excerpts 
of very long interviews 
with both men." Mr. 
Bums said. 

According to a CBS tran- 
script, Mr. Komblum was 
asked whether there was 
any difference between de- 
struction of Kurdish vil- 
lages in Turkey and de- 
struction of Kurdish vil- 
lages in Iraq by the gov- 
ernment of Saddam 
Hussein. 

His reply: "If you're in 
the village, there's no 
difference whatsoever." 

Mr. Shattuck said human 
rights issues and problems 
in Turkey have been doc- 
umented. Asked if the 
Turkish government mur- 
ders civilians, he replied, 
"right." 

"This is not an effective 
way to fight - the - terror- 


ist activity." Mr. Shattuck 
said, according to the tran- 
script. "It only alienates a 
very large - segment of the 
population, and causes 
massive human rights 
abuses." 

Onur Oymen. Turkey's 
deputy foreign minister, 
said Turkey was consider- 
ing legal action against 
CBS for the programme 
which he called an exam- 
ple of "unethical and bad 
journalism." 

Mr. Oymen was also in- 
terviewed on the pro- 
gramme. giving the gov- 
ernment point of view, as 
was PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan, who criticised 
U.S. Military aid to 
Turkey. 

The Turkish government 
criticised CBS producers 
for not revealing the loca- 
tion of the 'safe house' 
where they met Mr. 
Ocalan. The government 
says the rebel leader lives 
in Syria. 

Mr. Burn said, "we do 
have concerns about the 
manner in which the 
Turkish government has 
acted in some instances. 


We are troubled by 
continuing reports of 
torture, of restrictions on 
freedom of the press, and 
on some extra-judicial 
killings, troubled by re- 
ports of the burning of vil- 
lages and the forced evacu- 
ation of villages." 

He said Turkey has taken 
significant steps to defend 
human rights in recent 
months. 

He also repeated strong 
endorsement for Turkey as 
an ally: 

"Turkey is a valued 
NATO friend and ally, and 
our military assistance to 
Turkey makes sense. It 
makes sense for the United 
Stales and it makes sense 
for Turkey... And there are 
no apologies to be made 
for American military as- 
sistance to Turkey as a , 
valued NATO ally. 

"In addition, the United 
States fully supports the 
Turkish government in its 
fight against the PKK. 
which we have noted sev- 
eral times - many times 
.over - is a vicious terrorist 
organisation." 


activities and to reverse the 
functions by giving the pri- 
vate sector the leading role, 
that is expected to endow 
the country with a con- 
tinuous vitality and prog- 
ress. relieving the many 
government-led project's 
from the well-known short- 
comings of the public 
method of management and 
administration, and to in- 
ject easily any required 
funds needed for these pro- 
jects. 

This leads to be conclu- 


sion that privatisation is not 
bad in it self if handled well. 
We should go all out in 
order to meet that target at 
once. A step-by-step 
approach would prove to be 
useful if we want to learn, 
evaluate and. accomplish 
the task smoothly and safe- 
ly. The private sector has its 
own shortcomings as well, 
so we have to give the new 
method adequate time if we. 
want to make our steps 
steady and our goals a sue-; 
cess. 



Forum to enhance 
women \ s role 


To the Editor: 

There is do doubt that women in Jordan, who make up 
half of the society, have an effective and comprehensive 
role to play in the development of tbeir communities. 
Their participation in the economic and productive sec- 
tors is rapidly increasing and women have attained con- 
siderable success in man y fields. 

When, at the end of December, Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma, a pioneer of the women's movement in 
the Kingdom, set tbe basis for the establis hme nt of a 
national forum for women, the aim was that of shaping 
generations to come, choosing a group of patriotic, com- 
petent women that would educate the youth in the spirit 
of loyalty to the country and free from prejudices anh 
bigotry. 

As we are heading towards the 21st century, we should 
be prepared to face the challenges and cope with the 
multitude of changes, modernisation processes and tech- 
nological competition. 

The Jordanian woman is known to have lived and felt 
the pains and hardships of the nation. She made all 
efforts to coexist with Jordan’s dreams and hopes and 
attempted to materialise them by all possible means. 

I believe that cooperation among women, exchange of 
mt eHectual experiences, education and instilling self- 
C h an ? on ° others, are factors that could lead to 

me nil! utilisation of women’s potentials and capabilities 
for tile benefit of the country. 

mVu ^°P e£ ^ ^ at newly established forum for women 
will be the cornerstone and will provide an incentive for 
actions to the betterment of our society. 


Zohoor Al Rabadi, 
Member, women’s 
committee, Balqa 

Tbe Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
EJSS'L®" they wish to tackle. Learns 

Potation, however, should contain tbe 
"in name Bud preferably address as well. Names 
only upon request and under special 
_i^! 1 ^ ances - ^F ers ure subject to editing. The newspap- 
ts not responsible for the return of unused manuscripts. 
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IIW Crown Prince Hassan — a life dedicated to peace and understanding 


i; By Antonia Disarm 

* .. ZIS ROYAL Highness 

. ' . jrown Prince Hassan Bin 

_• .’alal ha s been active in a 

ride spectrum of activities 

- • riiicfa are related to the 
s t a b lish m ent of a just and 
jsting peace in the Middle 

• ■ " iast, the development of sa- 

il ce and research, the 
' dvancement of the huma- 
. • . dtarian law and the promo- 

'■ ion of the dialogue between 
. Kristians, Jews and Muslims 
a an attempt for better 
inderstanding among peo- 
* ’ 4es. 

• The Crown Prince is consi- 
lered to be among those 
lersonalities who have prom- 
■' 4ed the cause of the peace 
oovement during recent de- 
ades as he had realised that 

- he solution of the Palestine 
[uestion was central for the 
tabihty of the region. That is 
he reason why all his 

- ’ [ttempts focused on the suc- 

■’ our of the Palestinian people 
or them to reach self- 

- letermination and sovereign 
'■ ndependence, rights they 

. iave been deprived of for 
■ears. 

By being clear-sighted, the 
"rown Prince bas made 
. . irionaiy forecast about the 
P alestini an case, a number of 
vhich are included in his 
. . "tudy “Search for Peace", 
arried out in 1984. 'Through 
be above study it can be' 
understood that he contri- 
■ rated to the formulation of 
he Jordanian foreign policy 
>y taking into account the 
act that Israel’s sole policy 
vas one of survival and that, 
'* >f course, was not a long- 
enn basis upon which a state 


could exist So as he success- 
ful ly ha d predicted, there was 
a strong desire by Israel for 
international recognition and 
peace which could bring an 
end to its isolation. 

Regarding the Arab side, 
the Crown Prince had also 
successfully foreseen that for 
the sake of peace Arabs 
would ultimately have to rec- 
ognise and accept the pre- 
sence of an Israeli state in the 
Near East. 

During an interview on the 
eve of the opening of the 
three-day Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit. Prince Hassan 
admitted publicly that in fact, 
“the quid pro quo of the past 
was that we will deal with 
Israel because it is isolated in 
the region and we will offer 
preferential arrangement like 
MFN (most favoured nation 
status) m compensation for 
the ostracising (of Israel) that 
the region has been responsi- 
ble for in the eyes of tbc 
industrialised world.” 

Moreover, be had pointed 
out. the procedures that had 
to be adopted for the settle- 
ment of peace by realising the 
necessity of the participation 
in the peace process of a third 
party which could not- only 
remove the obstacles but also 
introduce a mutual formula 
upon which the commence- 
ment of proper negotiations 
among both parties — Arabs - 
and Israelis — could become 
reality. 

When the process of peace 
started to outline a good 
course, the Crown Prince de- 
monstrated that what decides 
■events is not cheers but 
efforts to make up for the lost 




Jordan to cut Iraq exports 


(Continued from page 1) 

. ands. but represent an im- 
onant source for cash- 
Tapped Iraq for its needs of 
x>d and medicine, which are 
Iso exempt from the trade 
nrtbargo. 

Payment for private sector 
xports to Iraq were made 
rom an annual $400 million 
scrow account that the gov- 
mment maintained at the 
Central Bank of Jordan. 

A source quoted by Reuter 
aid that Jordan wanted to 

! ,,,*• . uild its foreign exchange re- 
( ?[»{*•'. erves to $1 billion by the end 
1 ' f 1996. “We cannot keep 
■aying large amounts of 
roney to local traders to 
iltle their exports to Iraq 
/hile. Baghdad’s debts-, to 
tmman continue to stay 
igh,” the source was quoted 
s saying. 

(“Hence, we had to take 
uch a drastic decision to look 
.fter our national interests, 
tnd at the same time, to help 
©ntinue to help the average 
raqi citizen by continuing 
rasic supplies,” the source 
old Reuter). 

The move to reduce the 
low of goods in return for oil 
XMnes amid signs that Iraq 

J night be willing to consider a 

United Nations offer for li- 
nited oil sales to raise funds 
T E P. S for food and medicine. If the 
Iraq-United Nations discus- 
sions were successful, then 
Baghdad is expected to be 
• \ \ able to pay cash for its im- 
ports. 

“Absolutely not," said one 


source when asked whether 
the obviously cool political 
relations between Amman 
and Baghdad had prompted 
the decision to reduce trade. 
“The decision was based 
purely on economic and 
financial grounds, and has 
nothing to do with the state 
of political relations between 
the two countries." 

That was a reference to an 
apparent strain in ties after 
Jordan granted asylum to Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hus- 
sein's two daughters and their 
husbands, one of them a 
dose confidant to President 
Saddam and the brains be-' 
hind the country’s clandes- 
tine military programme, 
who defected to the Kingdom 
in August. 

Iraq has also criticised Jor- 
dan’s suggestion that a fed- 
eration could be answer for 
the deep divisions among the 
country's three major com- 
munities and the Kingdom's 
support for calls for democra- 
cy and political pluralism as 
well as respect for human 
rights in its eastern neigh- 
bour. 

Iraqi Minister of Trade 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh, in 
an interview with the local 
weekly tabloid Shihan last 
week, said his country re- 
jected the Jordanian call as 
an “interference” in its inter- 
nal affairs. Jordan has denied 
the charge. 

“Iraq, with its independ- 
ence and sovereignty, decides 


time, in combination with 
hard work, because these are 
the features which can contri- 
bute to the achievement of a 
beneficial outcome. 

His Royal Highness be- 
longs to that group of politi- 
cians who has realised and 1 
clarified the fact that the 
security and the expansion of 
peace are dependent on the 
economic development of the 
region. That is the reason 
why, in an attempt to assure 

for itself in all its internal 
affairs just as it does not 
interfere in others' internal 
affairs," Mr. Saleh was 
quoted as saying by Shihan. 
“We also believe that no 
other country has any right to 
interfere in the internal 
affairs of Jordan.” 

“We hope our relationship 
with Jordan will remain 
strong and good.” he told 
Shihan, adding that the de- 
fection of Hussein Kamel, 
President Saddam's son-in- 
law who served as the coun- 
try's minister of industry, did 
not have any impact on Iraqi- 
Jordanian relations. 

According to the minister, 
the Iraqi oil supply to Jordan 
had gone up in 1995 and 50 
per cent of its was "supplied 
free under orders from Presi- 
dent Saddam. 


the regional security which is 
connected with the prosperity 
and the well-being of each 
country, he carried out a 
number of trips to the coun- 
tries of Europe and Asia. 
These trips prepared for the 
economic agreements that 
have been signed during the 
Amman summit. 

Moreover, the Crown 
Prince is not only considered 
to be a man of principle who 
has devoted his life to serving 

The move to halve Jorda- 
nian exports to Iraq was sure 
to draw strong opposition 
from Jordanian exporters, 
many of whom argue that the 
bulk of their production is 
sent to Iraq. 

"We have heard about the 
reduction in exports to Iraq 
but we do not have any offi- 
cial notification in this re- 
gard," said an official at the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, a leading advocate of 
increased trade ties with Iraq. 

“If it is true that there is 
indeed a decision to reduce 
exports to Iraq then we are 
going to fight it,” said the 
official, who did not want to 
be identified. “Many Jorda- 
nian industries, which are 
members of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, would 
suffer badly if exports to Iraq 
are reduced.” 


Jordan to get IMF credit 

(ContimKd from page 1) domestic interest 


ongoing negotiations be- 
tween Jordan and the Euro- 
pean Union on 3 partnership 
agreement. 

"The programme further 
deepens the authorities’ 
structural reform efforts, 
most importantly in the areas 
of government finances, the 
regulatory framework and 
the trade system." he said. 

“The reforms (envisaged 
under the programme agreed 
with the IMF) are to be 
underpinned by prudent de- 
mand management policies, 
including further reductions 
in the fiscal deficit and a 


Arafat firmly in control 


(Continued from page 1) 

complained to the election 
organisers after being told 
they bad clinched one of the 
seats only to be disappointed 
just hours later. 

With 81 council races de- 
cided, 59 seats went to offi- 
cial candidates of Fateh or its 
allies, 15 to independents, 
four to Islamic militants and 
three to members of small 
parties, election officials said. 

Usama Abu Safieh, coordi- 
nator for die CEC said: "We 
are making the final check for 
Gaza North and Gaza City... 
We will announce everything 
when we get the whole count, 
probably not tonight.” 

A recount was ordered in 
the Jenin region of the West 
Bank, CEC officials said. 

A coalition of 650 interna- 
tional election observers de- 
clared Monday that despite 
some irregularities, the elec- 
tion had by-and-large been 
fair and "an accurate express- 
ion of the will of the voters.” 
European Union (EU) 
observer spokesman Ian 
Blackly said Monday that the 
monitors were looking into 
the new problems. 

“Our observers are still in 
the field following up on the 
delays," he said. 

“You must remember it’s 
that their first election, it’s an 
extraordinarily complicated 
business for them. We hope it 
is just technical hitches." 

But some of the 670 candi- 
dates hoping to capture seats 
die council were losing 


patience with the disorder. 

Rawya A1 Shawa, an' inde- 
pendent, said she was (old on 
Sunday night that she won 
one of the 12 seats from Gaza 
City, but woke up the next 
day to be stripped of the 
honour. 

She delivered a complaint 
to CEC Chairman Mahmoud 
Abbas as a group of suppor- 
ters gathered in front of her 
house Monday to protest. 

Amid much confusion be- 
, cause of the unofficial results 
trickling in, the seat reserved 
for Christians in Gaza City 
went from Iskander Tarazi to 
Faraj A1 Saraf overnight. 

And in the West Bank dty 
'of Hebron, independent 
candidate were meeting 
Monday to discuss a possible 
protest over the confusion in 
their district. 

On Sunday, Mr. Arafat's 
former spokesman, Marwan 
Kanafani, had a more happy 
fate — going from loser to 
winner. 

Despite the problems, the 
elections dearly handed Mr. 
Arafat a powerful mandate 
for his staged strategy for 
achieving independent state- 
hood, analysts said. 

Mr. Abbas, who was a 
leading figure in negotiations 
with Israel which led to 
Saturday's vote, declared 
that "the council which was 
elected has brought us five 
minutes from independ- 
ence.” 

He said the coundl. due to 
govern Palestinian territories 
on the West Bank and Gaza 


Strip during an interim three- 
year period, “will declare in- 
dependence during its term." 

"There is no doubt that the 
Palestinian elections repre- 
sent an essential milestone on' 
the road to creatiou of a 
Palestinian state," added 
senior Arafat adviser Nabil 
Abu Rudeina on Monday. 

Mr. Arafat himself de- 
clared the election “the most 
important step towards a 
Palestinian state.” 

Independent members of 
the coundl said meanwhile 
any alliance they might form 
would serve as a strong 
opposition to Mr. Arafat and 
Fateh. 

Some of the better-known 
independents included 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, the for- 
mer head of the Palestinian 
team to peace talks, Han an 
Ashrawi, a former spokesr 
woman of the delegation, 
political science professor 
Ziad Abu Amr and Jawad 
Abdul Saleh. 

Mr. Saleh, a veteran 
nationalist who won in 
RamaJlah on the West Bank, 
said he would critidse the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity from the floor of the 
coundl if it continued to 
anest journalists and human 
rights activists. 

"This will be a crime 
against human rights and 
everyone who dares to do it 
should be punished," said 
Mr. Saleh referring to arrests 
in the run-up to the elections 
of journalist Maher Alami 
and Bassem Eid, a human 


his country and the whole 
Arab World but also one of 
the most intellectual politi- 
dans of the international 
community. 

Under his direct patron- 
age, in 1987 the Higher 
Council for Sdence and 
Technology (HCST) was 
established to further the 
funding and the development 
of the national scientific and 
technological base. The 
direct support for scientific 
and developmental research 
as well as the consideration of 
appropriate technologies for 
the various sectors, within 
the framework of what the 
Higher Coundl ordains m 
each of these fields, have 
been two of its vital policies. 

Other institutions whose 
establishment has been spon- 
sored by Prince Hassan and 
are affiliated to the HCCT 
are: the Royal Sdentific Soci- 
ety, the Institute of Diploma- 
cy, the National Centre for 
Human Resources Develop- 
ment and the National In- 
formation Centre. 

The functions of the men- 
tioned centres concentrate on 
cooperation in sdence and 
technology with local, Arab 
and other organisations, for 
the purpose of conducting 
joint projects and undertak- 
ing research which can lead 
to the production of pro- 
totypes for potential indust- 
rial applications, as well as 
upgrading human capabilities 
and skills through the provi- 
sion of specification opportu- 
nities. 

As far as the Institute of 
Diplomacy is concerned, it 
has been established in order 
to fill the need for an institu- 


tional framework which can 
upgrade the effectiveness of 
the Jordanian diplomats and 
those politicians who are in- 
volved in the formulation of 
the foreign policy malting. 

The National Centre for 
Human Resources Develop- 
ment was established in 1989 
and one of its main functions 
is related to the creation of an 
educational management in- 
formation system which 
could improve the quality 
and efficiency of the national 
education system. 

As far as the National In- 
formation Centre is con- 
cerned, one of its main priori- 
ties has to do with the provi- 
sion of the most up-to-date 
data and analysis for the 
maximal benefit of the public 
and private sectors. 

The building of an in- 
formation system at the 
national level, in coordina- 
tion with all information net- 
works, is one of the centre's 
main purposes, required to 
be achieved in the near fu- 
ture. 

Furthermore, the Crown 
Prince, by having been in- 
strumental in the creation of 
the Independent Commission 
of Humanitarian Issues, has 
gained the respect of the 
wider international commun- 
ity. The commission acknow- 
ledges that the majority of 
the humanitarian problems 
would have become less 
acute if fundamental rights 
were respected. 

The Crown Prince has al«n 
focused the international 
attention on the factors of the 
continuous world misery and 
made proposals, on a practic- 


al and institutional basis, 
many of which are included 
in the collective study “Win- 
ning the Human Race?”, for 
their possible elimination by 
always taking into account 
the extent of action as well as 
the extent of limitations on 
each endeavour that may 
take place. 

Moreover, it is widely 
known that Prince Hassan is 
one of the staunchest suppor- 
ters of the inter-faith dia- 
logue between Christians, 
Jews and Muslims. During a 
dinner hosted by him on the 
occasion of the MENA sum- 
mit, he said in a speech be- 
fore participants that “a con- 
structive dialogue between 
the different faiths is an 
essential component of the 
required new agenda. Other- 
wise, we may easily regress 
into a new form of inter- 
communal confrontation that 
will undermine the peace 
being concluded among gov- 
ernments. That is why Jordan 
has been promoting inter- 
religious dialogue and mter- 
cul rural, inter-civilisational 
dialogue through the last two 
decades." 

Crown Prince Hassan con- 
tributed to the foundation of 
the Royal Academy for Isla- 
mic Civilisation Research in 
1980 which, in cooperation 
with the Switzerland-based 
Orthodox Centre of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, has 
taken the initiative to orga- 
nise each year a meeting for 
the moral uplift, the better 
understanding and the dis- 
sipation of the prejudices 
which exist between the two 
religions. 

He has underlined the im- 


portance of de-linking Islam 
with terrorism by clarifying 
that "acts of violence associ- 
ated with Muslim immigrants 
in Europe and elsewhere are 
in reality an example of com- 
munal violence. They have 
nothing to do with Islam as 
such. They relate to racial 
conflict and socio-economic 
stagnation.” 

He has also realised, as it 
can be easily confirmed in his 
book “The Christians in the 
Modem Arab World,” the 
significant contribution of the 
Arab Christians in collabora- 
tion with the Arab Muslims 
to the development of the 
Arab society. To those who 
are obsessed with short-term 
financial calculations and as a 
result expect through this dia- 
logue a material and not a 
spiritual benefit, the Crown 
Prince says: "What value can 
you attach to one human life 
saved, whether Muslim, Jew- 
ish or Christian?" 

In a few words, it could be 
said that the Crown Prince 
belongs to that rare land of 
politicians who have not fore- 
saken the idea of Arab and 
international solidarity be- 
cause of tbe various adversi- 
ties which appear on the poli- 
tical scene. On the contrary, 
he bas fostered regional and 
international, social, reli- 
gious and economical de- 
velopment for the sake of a 
long and comprehensive, 
peace. 

The writer is a research fel-\ 
low at the University of Jor-\ 
dan’s Centre for Strategic; 
Studies. She contributed the' 
above article to tbe Jordan 
Times. 


Bosnia’s gem of Ottoman 
architecture lies in ruins 


rate policy," said Mr. Erian. 

“Accompanied by 
appropriate financial assist- 
ance from the international 
community, the programme 
will strengthen Jordan's ba- 
lance of payments and fore- 
ign exchange reserve posi- 
tions, improve the environ- 
ment for domestic and fore- 
ign investment, and sustain 
high economic growth cou- 
pled with low inflation.” said 
the IMF official. 

The World Bank, which 
works in tandem with the 
IMF. is expected to extend 
up to $140 million new credit 
to Jordan in 1996. 

rights monitor. 

Mr. Saleh also said be 
would press the authority to 
appoint new peace nego- 
tiators with Israel in a bid to 
get better terms for the 
Palestinians in future talks.. 
“What they have done so far 
does not make a sustainable 
peace,” he said. 

Dr. Ashrawi told a press 
conference she intended to . 
use her seat in the coundl to 
“speak out without any party 
constraints, to speak out on 
anything that requires 
courageous intervention. 

“It will be difficult to mar- 
ginalise the real indepen- ■ 
dents," she said. > 

Many Arafat supporters 
who could not gain places on 
lists ran as independents, and 
Dr. Ashrawi appeared to be 
referring to figures outside , 
Fateh with strong personal 
reputations such as Mr. Saleh 
and herself. 

Bishara Dawood, who won 
as an independent in the 
Bethlehem district, said he 
had his own ideas and does 
not belong to any grouping. 

But the Israeli-deposed 
former mayor of Beit Jalla, 
near Bethlehem, said he 
would look forward to work- 
ing together with Fateh rep- 
resentatives in the coundl. 

“I don't think Fateh in- , 
tends to give Jerusalem to the 
Israelis or leave us without ■ 
independence. On this we are 
together.” 

Meanwhile congratulations 
to Mr. Arafat poured from' 
around the globe. 

“Jan. 20 will enter into . 
history as another important 
step towards Palestinian self 
determination and peaceful 
co-cAisience between the ' 


By Francois Rattberger 

Reuter 

MOSTAR — Postcards of 
Mostar show a pretty, re- 
laxed town. 

Tourists in shorts and T- 
shirts throng the narrow 
streets of the old quarter, 
snapping pictures of the ele- 
gant Ottoman-era houses 
and mediaeval towers. 

Tbe arched 16th-century 
Star! Most (old bridge), 
pride of the south Bosnian 
.town, has place of honour 
on most postcards, with 
youths diving into the 
Nerctva River 10 metres 
below watched by crowds of 
sunbathers. 

There are no postcards of 
today's Mostar, one of tire 
towns most devastated by 
fighting in former Yugosla- 
via. 

Hit by Croat artillery 
during fighting in 1993, the 
old bridge in the ancient 
Muslim quarter has col- 
lapsed, its revered white 
stones swallowed by tbe riv- 
er. 

The Neretva, which loo- 
als call tins world’s greenest 
river, still flows emerald 
green. But it runs between 
rows of ruins, heaps of 

Palestinian and Israeli peo- 
ple," European Commission 
President Jacques San ter told 
Mr. Arafat in a telegramme. 

France hailed the huge 
turnout and Mr. Arafat's 
triumphant election as a mas- 
sive endorsement of peace 
with Israel. 

President Jacques Chirac 
was one of the first world 
leaders to congratulate Mr. 
Arafat. “Through you, the 
Palestinian people have 
clearly chosen peace, stability 
and economic development 
in the Middle East," he told 
him in a letter. 

The left-of-centre daily Li- 
beration’s foreign affairs 
commentator Jacques Amal- 
ric wrote: “Whatever (Israeli 
Prime Minister) Shimon 
Peres says, the voters of Gaza 
and tbe West Bank drew the 
first draft of a Palestinian 
state on Saturday.” 

- South African President 
Nelson Mandela, another 
guerrilla-tumed-president, 
also telephoned the Palesti- 
nian leader "to wish him well 
in building a new society and 
democracy.” 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel congratulated 
Mr. Arafat “for an impress- 
ive election victory and the 
Palestinian people for a clear 
endorsement of the auton- 
omy and peace process.” 

He said the high turnout 
and generally peaceful nature 
of the election “bear witness 
to the democratic maturity of 
Palestinian society." 

British Foreign Secretary 
MalCotm Rifkind congratu- 
lated Mr. Arafat and said 
Jan- 20 was “an historic day 

— a turning point for Palesti- 
nian democracy.” 


stones from destroyed 
houses, its riverside bushes 
festooned with dirty plastic 
bags left by floods. 

The new hotel Roza, 
which once proudly display- 
ed its spacious kxmges and 
deep armchairs on post- 
cards, is a roofless, bullet- 
pocked white shell. 

Mosques still call the 
hour for prayer but their 
slim minarets have been be- 
headed by shells. One 
minaret still stands but the 
roof of its mosque is gone. 
So are tiie roofs of the 
tnedieaval towers that flank 
the old bridge. 

The deserted boulevard 
on the confrontation line 
dividing tbe Muslim east 
side from the Croat west, 
runs in Eerie silence 
through Skeletons of col- 
lapsed and Gutted buildings 
with countless bullet marks 
and shell-holes testifying to* 
the intensity of the fighting. 

“It's just like Beirut,” 
said a French gendarme of 
Mostar’s European Union 
(EU) police force who has 
seen other wars. 

The.EU has been admi- 
nistering tiie divided town 
for 18 months. Hying to 
overcome hatred and mis- 

Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Viktor Posuvalyuk 
said: “Yasser Arafat believed 
and believes in Russia and we 
believed and believe in him.” 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
congratulated Mr. Arafat and 
promised to back his self-rule 
authority, the official news 
agency SPA reported. 

King Fahd, who addressed 
Mr. Arafat as “His Excellen- 
cy the President" in a tele- 
gramme, assured the Palesti- 
nian leader of “Saudi Ara- 
bia's constant position to- 
wards the Palestinian people 
and its legitimate aims.” 
Crown Prince Abdullah, 
who took over the running of 
state earlier this month from 
the ailing king, sent a similar 
message. 

Egypt’s Foreign Minister 
Amr Mousa, whose country 
played a key role in mediat- 
ing the peace accord between 
Israel and the Palestinians, 
said the elections were a his- 
toric step towards the crea- 
tion of an independent 
Palestinian state. 

Mr. Arafat's main rival, 
the Hamas movement, which - 
boycotted the vote, dismissed 
Mr. Arafat's overwhelming 
margin as weak. 

Damascus-based radical 
Palestinian groups conde- 
mned the results and said Mr. 
Arafat’s success was false. 
They called for new elections 
that would include Palesti- 
nians living abroad. 

The Arab League felici- 
tated Mr. Arafat while ex- 
pressing sympathy to Palesti- 
nian refugees scattered across 
the Middle East and who 
were deprived from casting 
their votes. 

Algeria's President 


trust and restore its multi- 
ethnic past. 

The EU headquarters, in 
a hotel on the Croat side, 
swarms with the actors of 
war and peace — EU obser- 
vers dressed in white like 
cricket players, NATO 
officers of the IFOR peace 
force in Camouflage Fati- 
gues, members of the multi- - 
national EU police force in 
their national uniforms, 
television ' T crews. 

The EU exp er i m ent, de- 
signed to hold elections for 
a single local administration 
by the end of May, has 
become a test of the Dayton 
Bosaiq. peace agreement as 
tension has risen because of 
a series of violent incidents. 

At tbe moment only a 

trickle of women cross over 
a bridge rebuilt by the EU 
among the ruins. 

On a narrow strip be- 
tween tbe river and the 
hills, the Muslim side has 
borne the brant of tbc des- 
truction and division is hit- 
ting its economy harder. 
Shops and restaurants are 
largely empty and the post- 
card shop sees only a hand- 
ful of foreign journalists 

L iamin e Zeroual and Tuni- 
sian President Zinc AJ Abi- 
dine Ben Ali said Mr. Ara- 
fat’s victory as “a crowning 
achievement of the Palesti- 
nian people straggles" and 
renewed their support for a 
Palestinian state. * 

Italian newspapers called 
Mr. Arafat’s triumph a vic- 
tory for peace with Israel. 
But they said hard tasks lay 
ahead to cement Palestinian 
democracy and lasting con- 
cord with Israel. 

‘These elections do not 
only represent a deserved 
triumph for Yasser Arafat. 
They are also a posthumous 
victory for (former Isreali 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Rabin, who gave his life for 
them," Corriere Della Sera 
newspaper said. 

Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin sent a message ex- 
tending his "warm congra- 
tulations." He said the elec- 
tions were “the important re- 
sult of the long and unremit- 
ting struggle waged by the 
Palestinian people under 
your excellency's lead- 
ership.” 

Leaders of the 15-nation 
European Union were also 
fulsome in their congratula- 
tions and praise. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl of 
Germany stressed his belief 
that the election result con- 
firmed the desire of the 
Palestinian people for peace 
and democracy. He assured 
the Palestinian leader of Ger- 
many’s continued support, 
saying the peace process had 
entered a new phase and the 
new Palestinian democracy 
was “a partner worthy of 


and members of interna- 
tional organisations. 

Grim-faced people queue 
for German-made fuel 
brickettes handed out by 
(U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). 

The Croat side, which 
enjoys communication with 
the outride world through 
Croatia, looks better: off. 
As on the -Muslim . side, 
most people are unem- 
ployed, the EU administra- 
tion says. 

The sound of the hammer 
near the old bridge signals a 
timid attempt at rebuilding 
a bouse with makeshift 
materials. But the task is 
immense. 

The EU administration, 
which has spent more than 
210 million marks ($143 
million) in the past 18 
months, says it wfl] com- 
plete an emergency prog- 
ramme to repair more than 
5,000 slightly damaged 
dwellings by the end of the 
month. 

.! Many badly damaged 
buddings are in danger of 
collapse and will have to be 
demolished.* 

confidence.” 

Spanish Premier Felipe 
Gonzalez hailed tbe "high 
turnout ana the smooth run- 
ning” of the elections in tbe 
West Bank, Gaza Strip and 
East Jerusalem. 

Austrian Foreign Minister 
Wolfgang Schuessel said Mr. 
Arafat’s overwhelming vic- 
tory “dearly expressed the 
Palestinians’ wish to pursue 
the peace process, which will 
soon lead to a wide-ranging 
self-determination." 

Gulf Arab states saw the 
result as strengthening Mr. 
Arafat’s position in negotia- 
tions on the final status of the 
Palestinian territories. 
However, countires opposed 
to his autonomy deals with 
Israel dismissed the election 
as a farce. Libya said it “con- 
secrated the policy of sur- 
rendering to the Israeli 
enemy.” 

In Tehran, the newspaper 
Jomhouri-Eslami, which is 
dose to Iran's Muslim fun- 
damentalists. took a different 
line. It said that Mr. Arafat 
had “fallen into a trap set by 
the Americans and the Zion- 
ists, and the election results 
will not save him." 

t 

The newspaper said the 
elections result would not 
mean that Mr. Arafat would 
be able to repress anti- 
Zionist activity in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Turkish President Sufei- 
man Demirel telephoned Mr. 
Arafat to express the hope 
that the democratic elections 
would contribute to the Mid- 
dle East peace process, the 
Turkish president’s office 
said in a statement. 



Economy 
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Oil prices slide as Iraq 
agrees more U.N. oil talks 


LONDON (R) — World oil 
prices were sharply lower 
Monday after Iraq accepted 
pn invitation from the United 
Nations to resume discus- 
sions on a U.N. oil-for-food 
plan. 

International benchmark 
North Sea Brent Blend fu- 
tures opened at $16.81 a bar- 
rel in London, down 31 cents 
from Friday's dose. 

A new round of talks be- 
tween Iraq and the United 
Nations yet again raises the 
prospect of Baghdad selling 
some 700,000 barrels per day 
(b/d) of crude oil on interna- 
tional markets. 

The U.N. imposed an oil 
export ban on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait but 
since late 1991 has offered 
strictly controlled sales for 
humanitarian aid. 

Iraq has repeatedly re- 
jected the U.N. offer on the 
grounds that strict U.N. 
monitoring of distribution of 
the aid would violate its 
sovereignty. 

Oil prices went into a tails- 
pin last week when fraq made 
it known it wanted to resume . 
the U.N. talks, only to recov- 
er when it became clear 
Baghdad still rejected condi- 
tions for oil sales contained in 
U.N. resolution 986. 

Oil traders Monday 


re- 


mained sceptical that any 
new round of talks would 
result in a resumption of Iraqi 
crude sales to world markets. 
Similar discussions in 1992 
and 1993 failed. 

‘‘This serves to remind us 
that Iraq on occasion likes to 
exercise its influence over the 
world oil market," said Peter 
Gignoux, head of the energy 
desk at brokerage Smith Bar- 
ney in London. “But as far as 
a fundamental analysis of the 
situation is concerned, 
there’s no change." 

There remained no indica- 
tion from Baghdad that Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
was about to change his 
opposition to the U.N. terms 
for the oil sale. 

A statement read out over 
state rapid by Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz simply 
said Baghdad was ready to 
resume discussions. There 
was no reference to U.N. 
resolution 986, which Mr. 
Aziz last week roundly re- 
jected, saying Iraq would 
only talk as long as no pre- 
conditions were imposed. 

Gulf sources last week said 
that Saudi Arabia, the 
world's largest oil exporter, 
did not expect to see the flow 
of Iraqi exports resume “for a 
very long time,” at least not 
for the remainder of this 


year. 

U.N. resolution 986 would 
allow Iraq to sell $2 billion 
worth of oil over six months 
to buy food and medicine. It 
can be renewed and possibly 
renegotiated after six 
months. 

Despite the reservations, 
dealers said oil markets were 
likely to remain jittery until 
Iraqi intentions were made 
dear again. 

“As long as we anticipate 
the talks, the markets are 
going to going to be under 
pressure," said James Ritler- 
busch of Sweeney Oil in the 
United States. 

No date or venue has yet 
been set for the discussions. 

LT.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali is au- 
thorised to talk to Iraq about 
the how the oil sale measures 
can be implemented and food 
distributed. But he cannot 
change the parameters set by 
the U.N. resolution. 

Iraq has to date demanded 
that the U.N. ban be lifted 
entirely. This depends on 
Baghdad fulfilling Security 
Council demands that it re- 
veal and destroy all its 
weapons of mass destruction 
but there were new disclo- 
sures last August of con- 
cealed past arms program- 
mes. 


Economists see 
dollar retreating 
against yen in 96/97 


TOKYO (R) — The dollar 
will likely retreat slightly 
from recent peaks against the 
yen in the new business year 


from April, but is expected to 
teady tone, a 


keep its current steady 
Reuters poll of leading eco- 
nomists showed Monday. 

In the poll, 20 private eco- 
nomists in Tokyo and Lon- 
don predicted on average 
that the dollar would hover at 
101.43 yen at die end of the 
1996/97 fiscal year, well be- 
low the current level of 
around 105.70 yen: 

Many economists said the 
United States, already faced 
with a slowing economy, 
might case its grip on credit 
more than once in the coming 
months, taking some lustre 
off the dollar. 

“Short-term U.S. interest 
rates are in an easing mode 
and this will help the yen' 
gather strength towards 
March (1997),” said Hiroshi 
Suzuki of Norindnikin Re- 
search Institute m Tokyo. He 
saw the dollar weakening to 
98,00 yen at end- March 1997. 

Mr. Suzuki said although 
he does not see any change in 
Japan's discount rate, the 
more densitive overnight rail 
rate might head up slightly in 


EU ministers optimistic 
on economies, EMU on track 


BRUSSELS 
pean Union 


(R) — Euro- 
(EU) finance 
ministers expressed cautious 
optimism Monday that their 
flagging economies would re- 
vive in time to ensure the 
timely transition to a single 
currency. 

At their first meeting of the 
new year, they also commit- 
ted themselves to doing ev- 
erything possible to reduce 
the high rate of joblessness 
withinl the EU. pressing for 
greater coordination among 
member states in alleviating 
what many see as Europe's 
main economic problem. 

“The slowdown gives cause 
for concern ... but we will 
,soon resume the -path of sus- 
jtained growth." said Acting 
[Italian Prime .Minister an 


Finance Minister} Tamberto 
Dini. 

Described as more of a 
“pause" than a harbinger of 
recession, the recent spate of 
data showing rising jobless- 
ness and waning economic 
confidence was not seen im- 
peding progress towards eco- 
nomic and monetary union 
(EMU). 


Moreover, the ministers 
stressed the need to avoid the 
growing public perception 
that the Maastricht treaty's 
tough rules on budget con- 
solidation were behind the 
increase in unemployment. 

"It is a mistake to claim 
that Maastricht is causing un- 
employment." said Belgium's 
Finance Minister Phillippe 
Maystadt. 

Nearly 11 per cent of 
Europe's workforce is unem- 
ployed, a situation that com- 
pares most unfavourably with 
other industrialised coun- 
tries. 

The need for further 
budget restaint. mostly 
through spending cuts, was 
considered essentiar for those 
wishing to qualify for a single 
currency by Jai£4;.'1999» its 
expected launch date. 

"We have no other alterna- 
tive than pursuing these con- 
solidation policies.” said 
Juergen Stark, Germany's 
secretary of state for finance, 
whose country’s 1995 deficit 
was well above the threshold 
specified by the treaty. 

Countries wishing to join 


EMU must bring their de- 
ficits down to three per cent 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP) by 1997. the year they 
will be judged for fitness. 
Germany’s 1995 deficit stood 
at 3.6 per cent of GDP. 


The ministers also pledged 
to speed up work on a budget 
stability pact for countries 
joining EMU and a 
framework for currency rela- 
tions between those inside 
monetary union and those on 
the perimeter. 


gotten off to a rough start. 

Several prominent German 
participants declined to take 
part in the high profile event, 
and on Monday, Britain, 
clearly opposed to such a 
campaign, said it would not 
allow the commission to 
advertise the merits of EMU 
within its borders. 

Britain's chancellor of the 
exchequer, Kennetth Clarke, 
said now was not the time for 
a public sales campaign on 
the merits of EMU. 


the later half of this year. 

The U.S. Federal 
Reserve has set a target for 
the key federal funds rate at 
5 x /i per cent, while Japan has 
kept its key overnight call 
rate at just below the 0.5 per 
cent official discount rate. 

Average forecasts in the 
poll, conducted in mid- 
January, saw the dollar at 
103.40 yen at end-March this 
year, 104.37 at end-June, 
103.08 at end-Septeraber and 
102.53 at ebd-December. 

Of the total, 10 economists 
saw the dollar falling below 
105 yen by end-March 1997, 
three saw it going up, ami the 
rest predicted no change or 
gave no estimates for the 
period. 

“It's hard to grasp a dear 
currency direction now,” said 
Tetsuro Sawano, an econom- 
ist at Nikko Research Centre. 
“It will be basically in a 
boxed range of between 100 
to 110 yen.” 

Economists agreed the re- 
cent dollar rebound to 105 
yen — a 30 per cent jump 
from its record low in April 
— was due largely to recent 
rapid falls in Japan's vast 
current account surplus. 

But the pace of decline in 
the controversial surplus will 
slow from those in October 
and November, when it fell 
52 per cent and 27 per cent 
respectively from a year ago, 
they said. 

“The falling surplus is now 
eroding pressures to buy yen. 
Bnt given current global in-, 
terest rate gaps, it's bard to 
believe the yen’s decline will 
continue without a break," 
said Jun Yamamoto, an eco- 
nomist at the Industrial Bank 
of Japan. “The yen might 
strengthen a bit for now but 
not very much.” 
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The meeting, which fol- 
lowed a gathering of Group 
of Seven finance ministers 
and central bankers in Paris 
Saturday, coincides with the 
European Commission's 
round table- on EMU. a 
three-day brainstorming ses- 
sion designed to improve 
public awareness of a single 
currency. 


Yet the commission's 
efforts. Vhich bring together 
over 400 participants from 
business, government and 
consumer groups at a cost of 
nearly 1.0 billion ECU. has 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Fellow 
5 Chest wood 
10 Snead and 
Donaldson 

14 Places 

15 Expiate 

16 Type of bargain 

17 Candid 

18 Nocturnal 
lemur 

19 Nobleman 

20 Bleak 

22 Adherent: sutf. 

23 Therefore 

24 Steinbeck novel 
27 Singer 

30 Plaything 

31 Assistant 

32 Goose genus 
35 Calendar abbr. 
38 Trifle (with) 

42 Male turkey 

43 Pico de — (Sp. 
mount) 

44 Sketched 

45 Sandwich 
order 

46 Order 
followers 

49 Scholar 

54 Grows older 

55 Student at 66A 

56 Went without 
food 

60 Coupes 

61 A Stan- 

63 First name in 
mystery 

64 Bee residence 

65 EA.P. name 

66 Ivy League 
member 

67 Wallet items 

68 Farm 
machinery 
pioneer 

£9 Mast 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Bumpkin 

2 Pueblo Indian 

3 Experts 

4 Moola for 
gewgaws 

5 Madam" 

6 Ike's command 


7 Architectural 
order 

8 Parsley family 
member 

9 Said differently 

10 Fleet of foot 

11 Warning 

12 Combine 

13 Drawing 
room 

21 Astern 

25 Mad 

26 Standard 

27 Mil. rank 

28 Hawaiian 
seaport 

29 Biblical 
progenitor 

33— Cole 

34 Nose 

35 Certain 

36 Addict 

37 Tidings 

39 Dogie 

40 Uke a stag 

41 Long, arduous 
treks 
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45 Supervises 

47 Previous to 

48 Period of note 

49 Aggressive 
manliness 

50 Once more 

51 Brazenness 


52 Omit in 
pronunciation 

53 Suggestion 

57 Snare 

58 Scat lady 

59 Bambi, e.g. 
62 Needlefish 


THE BETTER HALF, 

6WS6E£G*>f — — 


By Glasbergen 



“The doctor says I’m suffering from job 
stress. My migraine has an ulcer and 
my ulcer has a migraine!” 


Iraq raises petrol 
prices, imposes new taxes 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
raised petrol prices and' 
issued new taxes as part of its 
to drive withdraw excess 
money from circulation and 
boost the value of the' Iraqi 
dinar, residents and the offi- 
cial press said Monday. 

Taxi drivers in Baghdad 
said the price of a litre (0.22 
gallon) of petrol went up to 
1.4 dinars from 0.2 dinar. In 
U.S. dollar terms the new, 
price is still a fraction of a 
cent and within reach of car 
owners in Iraq. 

The dollar hovered at 
2,200 dinars Monday, down 
from its record 3,010 two 
weeks ago. 

Iraq's oil reserves are the 
world’s second largest after 
Saudi Arabia. U.N. econo- 
mic sanctions, imposed for 
Baghdad's 1990 invasion of 
■Kuwait, include a ban on its 
oil exports. 

Early this year the govern- 
ment issued new economic 
guidelines to fight hyper- 
inflation and soaring prices. 
It liberalised the exchange 
rate and started pricing its 
giveaway utilities taking pro- 
fit and cost into considera- 
tion. 

More and more state prop- 
erly — cars, spare parts, fac- 
tories, machinery, land and 
even scrap — is being offered 
for safe to finance the 1996 
budget. 

The government has halted 
the printing of more paper 
money and the official press 
quoted Finance Minister Hik- 
mat A1 Azzawi Monday as 
saying there was no backing 
down on policy to squeeze 
government spending and in- 
crease revenues. 

Newspapers published a 
decree by the Revolutionary 
Command Council doubling 
fees for ganting of building 
licences in the country. 

Issuing a building permit in 


Baghdad will now cost 

200.000 dinars instead of 

100.000 and 100,000 in the 
provinces instead of 50,000. 

The official press say the 
policy is bearing fruits as the 
dinar is now about 25 per 
cent stronger than last year 
and prices of essential com- 
modities at their lowest for 
months. 

But traders in Baghdad 
attributed the dinar's 
strength to news on Iraq's 
acceptance to enter talks with 
the U.N. over a deal to sell 
limited amounts of oil in ex- 
change for food and medi- 
cines. 

“The recem developments 
on the resumption of dia- 
logue between Iraq and the 
United Nations will positively 
reflect on the reforms advo- 
cated by the state in the 
economic field," Mr. Azzawi 
said. 

The more than seven-fold 
surge in price of petrol was 
no surprise to Iraqi taxi driv- 


ers. 


"We expected it and are 
happy with it," Sha’lan 
Hameed said. 1 


For nearly two weeks the 
ministry of oil and minerals 
has been telling Iraqis to 
rationalise on petrol and stop 
using it to wash their bands, 
dirty spare parts and utensils! 

Filling up a car with petrol 
at the previous rate in Bagh- 
dad cost half the 25 dinar bill, 
the lowest denomination in 
circulation in Iraq's inflation- 
hit economy. 


A taxi ride in Baghdad 
could cost a minimum of 
1,000 dinars and Mr. 
Hameed said he made 


around 35,000 dinars a day. 
Under the new rate, he will 


have to pay 100 dinars to fill 
his car. 

At current exchange rate 
Mr. Hameed would be mak- 
ing about S12 a day, double 
that of what a civil servant 
earns in a month. 
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Oman cuts budget deficit 


DUBAI (R) — Stronger 
oil and gas revenues cou- 
pled with subdued spend- 
ing rises helped slash 
Oman's budget deficit by 23 
per cent in the first 11 
months of last year, offi- 
cial figures have showed. 

Figures released by the 
Development Ministry 
showed the deficit shrank 
to 236.2 million riyals 
($614 million) in the 
January-November 1995 
period from 308.4 million 
riyals a year earlier. 

Eariy last year the gov- 
ernment forecast a 312 
million riyal 1995 deficit. 
For 19%, the deficit is 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Anjhrion 


Unscramble these (bur Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four orefinary words. 


This robbery is typical 
of its kind 


ARBOX 




s 


NUB Mwa SpMH Inc 
Aural 


CLUBEK 


rnx 


ETTORP 


~TTT~ 

CL 



THE PETECTIVE5 
CON5IPEREP THE 
SCHOOL VOCAL- 
ISM A 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


• — [iumi] nm 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CRESS LINER MUSCLE COUSIN 
Answer What the rowing crew considered their 
strategic workout — A SCULL SESSION 


UiMY DON T YOU 6ET RID 
OF THAT BELL 50 YOU 
CAN. HEAR UJHAT I 
WANT FOR CHRISTMAS? 





Andy Capp 




I DON Y KNOW 
HOW YOU PUT 
UP WITH ME. 
PGT.WjYDON 
YOU JUST FUN 
ME our-? 



Mutt’ll’ Jeff 



Y HOW iN THE WORLD DiD 

Vou manage To drive 


WHEN I GC 

KtTCHEN I JUST MADE 

\ Right turn. 1 



projected at 218 million. 

Oil revenues rose 5.8 
per cent to 1.26 billion 
riyals in the 11 months to 
end-November 1995 from 
a previous 1.19 billion. At 
55.9 million riyals, gas re- 
venues in the period were 
13 per cent stronger. 

Oman's daily oil output 
is about 855,000 barrels. It 
has a multi-billion dollar 
gas development project 
and is due to start exports 
by the end of the century. 

In the first 11 months of 
1995, government spend- 
ing was relatively stable, 
edging up 0.8 per cent to 
1.89 billion riyals. 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUES- 
DAY, JANUARY 23, 1996 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Study your relationship 
with others today and then do 
whatever will improve it. 
Talk over your mutual aims. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Although a partner may 
give yon trouble, you find 
that fellow associates are very 
cooperative, so carry through 
with your ideas. 


■-KZ 




GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
23) Forget dull duties today 
and get your fine talents to 
the attention of those who 
can assist you most in prom- 
oting them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Be more willing 
to do what kin desire of you 
and forget entertainment for 
the time being. Have guests 
over to your house for a 
friendly visit. 

'LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Get out and do shopping and’ 
run errands which are impor- 
tant. Forget that easy chair 
and get busy. Make your 
future brighter. 




VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You are plan- 
ning how to increase your 
assets today through better 
understanding with associ- 
ates. 





LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Put aside that 
troublesome matter today 
and go after your personal 
desires and aims, ana you will 
gain them. 


* 


m 

****** 39 x 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You can gain 
romantic and other personal 
pleasures today if you are not 
forceful with others. Listen 
carefully to others. 



SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) There is 
little you can do about some 
situation today, so put it out 
of your mind. Plan for 
tonight more wisely. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Get into the 
business world today and 
show your finest talents. 
Forget your friends for a 
while and you will be very 
progressive. 



^ORVC 


*3 



AQUARIUS: (January 21 to . 
February 19) Take a friend ^ 
along and go to some place of. 
interest you have long^ 
wanted to see. Avoid a big- 
wig who does not know his i 
own mind. . ' 

PISCES: (February 20 tok 
March 20) Forget new in-’^^v 
terests and keep promises^ ■ 
you have made today to , 
others and dear your desk for j. \j 
new beginnings. 


SS7171 
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Birthstone of January: Garnet— 

Rose Quartz , 


. 
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fissar Haydar-Tambn, supervisor of the floor market, Monday rings the befl which 
jsumes operations at the Beirut Stock Exchange after a 13-year Interruption due to 
ie war In Lebanon. 


P'XKTJfcMreX.AX- MARKBT 
uuuszho bank cebtbb amuah - SHHEIS&NX 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZES 1MIK SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MQHDAT 22/01/1990 


COMPANY’S name 


ABAn BANK Pic 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
JORDAN COL? BANK. 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

JORDAN INVEGTKStTT £ FINANCE BANK 

BEIT EU1A7. dAViMGaiNVESTMEirr POP HOTSUIO 

AMMAN BANK FOR IKVES'mBNT 

B A n X tj SECTOR 



NO. OF 

SHARPS 

TRADED 


GENERAL ARABIA INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


VALOR PftJSV. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING ERICS 
JD PRICE 

354120 240.000 237.000 


40QSS1 INDEX NUMBER: 197.84 
CBANGS i -Q.92= 

926959 3.040 2.900 

927182 INDEX HUMBER: 129.20 
CHANGE : 0.00= 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC TOWER 

JORDAN NATIONAL SRIPr-ura LINES 

KRCHiSARY Equip. RENTING £ WAXNTRHAHCE 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST £ COMMODORE HOTELS 

ZABKA PRIVATE pyTVBtoiry 

DHXVtED CO. FOR OROANIEZNG LAND TRANS. 

UNION LAND DEVELOPMENT CORF. 


SERVICES 


£ ft C T O It 


26345 INDEX NUMBER: 126.85 
CHANGE : -0.43= 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTOR lire 
• K;'; JORDAN PETROLEUM tOSElRAOX 
“'■■WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

ABAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
, JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
RAF I A INDUSTRIES 

.DAB AX DANA DEVELOPMENT £ INVESTMENT 
ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 
RATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
RATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

... INTERMEDIATE F5TOO-CBEKXCAL INDUSTRIES 
■ JORDAN ROCKWOOL TNDUSTRISS 
■ RATIONAL CAULK £ WIRE MANUFACTURING 
■ARAB GUNTER FOR PHARM. £ CHEMICALS 
IORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

- .-JORDAN KKW-CWUJ5 COMPANY* 

SL-ZAY READY WEAK MANUFACTURING CO. 

-■ CMTESNATLONAL TOBACCO £ CXCABETTB6 
. - . UNION CHEMICAL & VEUATIABLE OIL XNDUffIRI 

‘"'INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


NO. 07 TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IK PARALLEL MARKET 


•MO 

MS 

1.720 " 

L.700 

7450 

• , 1416S 

.1.900. • 


1-400 — 

1.390-- 

1.290 
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Beirut bourse 
back in business 


BEIRUT (R) — With the 
traditional ringing of a bell to 
open the session, the Beirut 
Stock Exchange (BSE) re- 
sumed trading Monday after 
a break of nearly 13 years 
caused by Lebanon’s civil 
war. 

Deputy trading floor chief 
Elissar Tamim rang the hand- 
held bell from the pre-war 
days of open outcry trading 
to announce the start of op- 
erations on the small, com- 
puterised trading floor set up 
by the Paris Bourse. 

“It’s a fine day today ... it’s 
a good day. We are looking 
with great optimism on this 
step.” declared acting Finance 
Minister Fouad Siniora visit- 
ing the floor as trading be- 
gan. 

“I hope the modest begin- 
ning that we are starting with 
is going to attract more and 
more people and companies 
into the stock exchange,” 
Mr. Siniora said. 

The government of bil- 
lionaire Prime Minister Rafik 
AJ Hariri sees the Beirut 
Stock Exchange as a key to 
the revival of Lebanon's 
capital markets and a future 
conduit for funds to flow into 
the country for national re- 
construction. 

But the restart with three 
listed shares was quiet com- 
pared with trading before the 
1983 closure when 42 shares, 
were listed and Beirut was 


the most active exchange in 
the Middle East. 

Prices set at the fixing for 
the three shares — two ce- 
ment^ companies and an in- 
dustrial piping manufacturer 
— were in line with those on 
the Beirut grey market which 
has been active in the stocks 
for years. 

Ciments Libanais, Leba- 
non's second biggest com- 
pany. was fixed at $4,625 
compared with S4.50-S4.60 
on the grey market, Ciments 
Blancs was S6.875 ($6.75- 
$7.00) and industrial piping 
maker Etemit was $3,375 
(S3.45-S3.50). 

Officials said the five au- 
thorised brokerage houses re- 
ceived a total of 40-50 buy 
and sell orders and 14,720 
shares worth a total $63,525 
were traded. 

“It’s good as a starter,” 
said trading floor chief Fouad 
Baalbaki. 

“The prices and volume 
are realistic. I am very, very 
satisfied with .the volume for 
the first day,” said Nabil 
Aoun, president of the Beirut 
Stockbrokers Association 
and chairman of Fidus SAL, 
one of five brokerage houses. 

But the volume was 
dwarfed by the revival Beirut 
secondary market, a 
privately-owned market 
under central bank supervi- 
sion which only trades shares 
of Solidere. Lebanon's big- 


gest company which is re- 
building war-shattered cen- 
tral Beirut. 

Monday’s trade in Solidere 
shares totalled $650,955 — 10 
times the value of trade on 
the revived stock exchange. 

However, BSE officials 
were heartened just before 
trading began by news that 
Solidere will move its share 
to the stock exchange in the 
spring when its agreement 
with the private market ex- 
pires. 

“We anticipate that we will 
do that sometime in May.” 
Solidere Chairman Nasser 
Chamaa said. “We are now 
in discussions with the Beirut 
Stock Exchange to imple- 
ment all these steps.” 

Solidere’s shares will boost 
the stock exchange, adding 
$2 billion capitalisation to the 
total capitalisation of about 
$500 million of the three 
listed companies. 

Mr. Chamaa's statement 
was the first official indica- 
tion from Solidere that it 
would move to the official 
exchange. It has been traded 
on the Beirut secondary mar- 
ket since mid-1994. 

Other additions to the 
stock exchange are expected 
shortly. 

The famed Casino du 
Liban, preparing to reopen 
this year, says its shares will 
return to the market in a 
week or two. 


Gold dears $400 barrier 
but future uncertain 


LONDON (R) — Gold 
cleared the key $400 per 
ounce barrier Monday, but 
bullion analysts said it needs 
to show more strength to 
spark an extended bull mar- 
ket. 

“It is not a closed book on 
gold. It is keeping us guessing 
a little but it definitely looks 
more solid.” said Tony 
Warick-Ching. analyst at 
Commodities Research Inter- 
national. 

Gold surged to fix on Mon- 
day morning at $402.65. the 
highest since August 1993 af- 
ter a strong finish in New 
York on Friday. It fixed at 
$399.10 on Friday afternoon. 

Gold briefly popped above 
the $400 benchmark level on 
Jan. 10 on heavy buying from 
U.S. investment funds but 
later retreated. 

That was the first time it 
had broken $400 since the 
bull market of 1993, in which 
investors George Soros and 


James Goldsmith were the 
major players. 

Monday’s assault on the 
psychologicaliy-important 
$400 mark was triggered by 
the New York finish over 
$399 and by positive com- 
ments on the stronger dollar 
from the Group of Seven 
{G-7) finance ministers meet- 
ing in Paris at the weekend. 

The firming of the dollar 
since last year has boosted 
Japanese gold prices by 
several hundred yen. which 
prompted some profit-taking 
last week. 

But after G-7 ministers 
said there was scope for 
further dollar strengthening, in- 
vestors saw prospects for a 
further rally in domestic gold 
prices and began buying. 

Japanese speculators were 
strong buyers of gold early 
Monday after selling initially 
on fears that a stronger dollar 
would provoke liquidation. 

“That gold has risen into a 


dollar rally implies there is 
respectable strength behind 
the demand,” said Mr. 
Warwick-Ching. 

Technical analyst Elli Gif- 
ford. of Investment Research 
of Cambridge, said gold may 
ease back in the short-term 
since it was overbought, but 
long-term indicators were 
still bullish. 

“I want to see it above 
$404,” she said. 

It met resistance Monday 
around $402.50 and London 
dealers said the $402-5403 
level was crucial as there 
were many buy orders above 
there. 

There had been few signs 
of selling by gold mining 
companies so far, a factor 
widely blamed last year for 
capping the price. 

“It could mean the produc- 
ers are taking a more de- 
tached view of the price,” 
Mr. Warwick-Ching said. 
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of news from the 

Dweik expects TCC to earn JD 175 
million this year 

** TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION 
(TCC) Director-General Walid Dweik expects the corpora- 
tion to earn JD 175 million this year. With JD 110 million 
to be transferred to the treasury, the TCC will be left with 
only JD 65 million in addition to loans and grants to cover 
capital expenditure and operating expenses. Since the 
beginning of the year, the TCC is enjoying financial and 
administrative independence and it has prepared a separate 
budget for its operations. . 

Mr. Dweik said the “national investment programme" 
which the TCC has started implementing would provide 
300,000 new telephone lines across the country, including 
rural areas. Amman’s share will be 125,000 lines, Mr. 
Dweik said, adding that the semi-automatic service cur- 
rently in use in some rural parts of Jordan will be upgraded 
to folly-automatic service. 

The TCC chief said that the existing telephone exchanges 
have a capacity for 350,000 lines but after the national 
programme is completed by 1998 the capacity will increase 
to 650,000 lines. Other expansions over the next three 
years based on capital expenditure will bring the overall 
number of telephone lines in Jordan to 700,000 lines. 

Meanwhile, the minister of communications urged trad- 
ers and importers to save themselves the time, the effort 
antf the money by not importing used equipment in the 
communications sector. He said that the commission for 
organising the communications sector has absolutely ban- 
ned the import of used or repaired telephones, exchanges, 
faxes and other communication equipment to protect the 
network and exchanges of the TCC and the interests of the 
public. ‘The commission will not allow the Jordanian 
market to become a scrap dump for the world's used 
phones,” the minister stressed. He said instruction were 
issued to the customs department and the free zones not to 
allow such equipment to be brought to Jordan (Al 
Dus tour). 

Orphans 9 Fund conducts 1,562 profit- 
sharing deals for JD 4.5 m 

☆☆ TOTAL DEPOSITS at the Orphans’ Fund at the end 
of last year amounted to JD 36.14 million, of which JD 
32.60 million were deposits in the East Bank. The fund 
dealt with 1,562 profit-sharing transactions for a total 
volume of JD 4.48 million of which JD 1.88 million were 
conducted in Amman. Most of the profit-sharing deals 
were in the trade of building materials. Such deals stood at 
655, involving JD 2.29 million. The fund distributed 
dividends at a rate of 7.4 per cent for the 1994/95 fiscal year 
(Al Dustour). 

Clothing factory in Irbid to be first 
Jordanian-Israel venture 

THE TRADE agreement between Jordan and Israel 
will become effective from the beginning of February after 
passing through all legal stages, the secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade said. He pointed out that 
the maiden joint venture between the two countries would 
be a clothing factory in Irbid. This joint venture, which will 
employ 300 workers, will export goods as being a joint 
product (Al Dustour). , r .- 

22 hotels are under construction 

** THE NUMBER of hotel projects under construction 
by the end of last year throughout the Kingdom was 22, 
costing JD 96 million. The number in Amman was 13 hotels 
at a cost of JD 57.5 million. Of the 13, three will carry 
5-star classification and will cost JD 10 million each. 
Another 4-star hotel will cost JD 10 million, whereas two 
3-star hotels will cost JD 9.5 million each. In Wadi Mousa, 
five hotels are under construction for a total cost of JD 26 
million. Other hotels are under construction in Karak, Zai, 
Ajloun, Aqaba, Tafileh and southern Shouneh (Al 
Aswaq). 
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African Nations Cup 


Seeds start to 
justify their ranking 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
After a jittery start to the 
African Nations' Cup finals 
for several of the pre- 
toumament seeds, the com- 
petition is being to follow the 
form book. 

With one round of group 
matches still to be played, the 
likes of Cameroon, the Ivoiy 
Coast and Zambia have reco- 
vered from stuttering starts to 
line themselves up for 

quarter-final berths. 

Favourites Ghana, who 
have won the Nations' Cup 
four times, and the hosts 
South Africa have also veri- 
fied their seedings with a 100 
per cent record after the 
opening two rounds of group 
matches. 

Zaire are the only seeded 
team with their backs to the 
wall when the tournament 


resumes after two rest days 
on Wednesday. 

Cameroon, humiliated in 
the opening match of the 
competition last week, when 
they were beaten 3-0 by 
South Africa, bounced back 
to beat Egypt 2-1 and now 
have just to ed^e out new- 
comers Angola in their last 
Group A match to go 
through to the quarter-finals. 

The ivory coast also reco- 
vered from defeat in their 
first game to win a hard- 
fought encounter against 
Mozambique in port Eli- 
zabeth on Sunday. 

They now only need a draw 
in their final Group D match 
against Tunisia on Thursday 
to reach the Nations* Cup 
quarter-finals for the third 
successive tournament. 

Zambia, beaten finalists at 


the last Nations Cup in Tuni- 
sia in 1994, returned to form 
on the weekend with a 5-1 
thrashing of Burkina Faso in 
Bloemfontein. 

The win was just one goal 
short of the record winning 
margin in the Nations* Cup 
finals — set by the Ivory 
Coast in 1970 when they beat 
Ethiopia 6-1. 

Zambia, top seeds in 
Group B. need only one 
point from their game against 
Sierra Leone in Bloemfon- 
tein on Wednesday to secure 
a place in the final eight. 

Zaire have to beat Liberia 
in Johannesburg on Thursday 
if they are to justify their 
seeding in Group C. 

The Leopards must win by 
two goals to eliminateGeorge 
Weah's team from the 
tournament. 


$200,000 raised for football 
soccer: A dinner hosted by a 

• television company, 3 news- 
paper and a drinks company 
raised more than 700.000 

- rand (about $200,000) for 
football development in 
South Africa, and the nation- 
' al team, currently playing in 
football's African National 
Cup. 

Weah wants photo with Man- 
dela: A big ambition of 
George Weah at the African 
National Cup has nothing to 
' do with football. Liberia's 

• 1995 world footballer of the 
year wants a picture of Nel- 
son Mandela with his nation- 
al foorball team, according to 
Johannesburg weekly Mail 
and Guardian on Friday. 
"Mandela." Weah was 

' quoted as saying, “is a sym- 
' bol of peace and freedom. It 
would do a lot of good in my 
1 country if this picture could 
’ hang on every wall.” 

The head of the Tunisian 
delegation at the African Na- 
1 tions Cup was banned from 
' the changing rooms and and 
touchline of their next match 
for offensive remarks. 

■* Nasser Benhassine has 
t been punished by the African 
Federation (CAF) for vulgar 
’ and offensive comments to- 

• wards CAF and the referee 
when Tunisia lost 2-1 to Gha- 


na. 


* Benhassine s suspension is 
for Tunisia's last group match 


against Ivory Coast here on 
Thursday. 

He heavily criticised the 
South African referee Petros 
Mathebela for not giving 
Tunisia what he believed 
were two penalties. Tunisia 
now have just one point ffom 
two matches and will need to 
beat Ivory Coast to make the 
quarter-finals. 

CAF has also given the 
Tunisian delegation a firm 
caution for unsporting be- 
haviour during the match. 
‘Weah denies quitting re- 
ports’: Liberian general man- 
ager Jacques Andeson said 
on Monday team captain 
George Weah had denied re- 
marks attributed to him tht 
he would quit the Liberian 
team at the end of the Afri- 
can Nations Cup. 

Weah was reported to have 
said he was considering walk- 
ing out because of lack of 
support given to the team by 
Liberian Football authorities. 

Anderson said Weah had 
received a fax message at the 
team's hotel in Durban on 
Friday with a copy of the 
report in question which had 
appeared in one of the local 
newspapers in Liberia. 

"Weah immediately 
brought it to me for me to 
read,” said Anderson, “and 
denied that he had ever made 
those remarks.” 

“He was upset .and re- 
ported the situation to the 


Liberian youth and sports 
minister. Francois Massa- 
quoi, who is with the team 
delegation here in Durban. 

“He (Massaquoi) was also 
perturbed that the report 
might be the cause of chaotic 
situation in Monrovia and he- 
placed two telephone calls to 
local radio stations in Liberia 
refuting the report and the 
remarks attributed to 
George.” 

Weah's reported remarks 
were: “If the conditions don't 
change then I am resigning 
from the Liberian side and ! 
have already told the officials 
and coaches that.” 

“For the team to improve 
it must have better facilities. 
We can't go on like this. It's 
not just a question of finance. 
It's everything. Government 
money would help support a 
better team.” 

Stronger family ties from 
football: One benefit of the 
African Nations Cup is that it 
is bringing families closer 
together, according to Johan- 
nesburg's Sunday Times 
newspaper. 

Dipuo Mokgotsi. a Soweto 
housewife, says her husband 
races back from work each 
day to catch the evening 
match. 

“Children are seeing their 
fathers, and wives are spend- 
ing time with their Hus- 
bands,” she said. 


Saudis miss World Cup 
hero in Asian soccer qualifiers 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia have cast their 
best known player into the 
soccer desert, clouding their 
campaign starting next week 
to regain the top spot in 
Asian football. 

The Saudis start their Asia 
Cup qualifying group match- 
es on Wednesday without 
Saeed Owairan who has been 
banned for life from the 
national team by the Saudi 
federation for “disciplinary 
reasons." 

Owairan, a 2S-year-old for- 
mer Asian Player of the 
Year, scored ope of the finest 
goals seen in the World Cup 
at the end of a 70-yard slalom 
through the Belgian team at 
the U.S. finals in 1994. 

But a taste for the good life 
has cosr Owairan several sus- 
pensions for his club Al Sha- 
bab and now seems set to rule 
him out of football 
altogether. 

The midfielder was 
deemed to have gone to far at 
a national training camp in 
Jeddah earlier this month. 

Brazilian coach Jose Mario 
gave the Saudi players a 1:00 
a.m. curfew which Owairan 
missed by nine hours. 

Owairan will not be 
allowed to leave the country 
for the next year, during 
which he will also be banned 
from playing for Al Shabab. 

Owairan will at least be 
able to see his former team- 
mates open their Asia Cup 
campaign when they enter- 
tain Kyrgyzstan next 
Wednesday. 

Even without Owairan. 
Saudi Arabia look too good 
for Kyrgyzstan and Yemen in 


the group nine race to qualify 
for the finals of the competi- 
tion held ever four years. 

Thirty-five countries have 
been split into 10 groups to 
find the teams for the next 
finals in the United Arab 
Emirates next December. 
The UAE qualify as hosts 
and Japan will go’ as defend- 
ing champions, haring beaten 
Saudi Arabia in the 1992 final 
in Hiroshima. 

The Saudis, Asia Cup win- 
ners in 1984 and 1988. only 
started a folly professional 
league in 1992 but took inter- 
national observers by storm 
with their skill at the 1994 
World Cup finals where they 
reached the second phase. 

Under Jose Mario they 
have developed a strong and 
experienced squad built 
around goalkeeper Moham- 
mad Al Dayaie, defenders 
Mohammad Khlaiwi and 
Ahmad Jamil, midfielder 
Fuad Anwar Amin and strik-. 
er Sami Al Jaber. 

South Korea, Asia's other 
representatives at the last 
World Cup, should also have 
no problem Chinese Tajpie. 
Vietnam and Pacific minnows 
Micronesia in group one. 
which will be held in August 
in Vietnam. 

In group two, Hong Kong 
will be looking to repeat their 
famous victory over China in 
the World Cup qualifying 
rounds in 1986 that led to 
riots in Beijing. 

They will host China, the 
Philippines and Macau in 
Hong Kong from January 30 
to February 4. 

In group three. Thailand, 
winners of the Southeast 


Asian Games soccer title last 
month, should be too strong 
for Singapore, the Maldives, 
and Burma. But group four 
will be more closely con- 
tested between Malaysia, In- 
donesia and India. 

Malaysia's French coach 
Claude Le Roy quit this week 
follow the country's bad per- 
formance at the SEA Games, 
haring lasted less than a year. 
Officials admit it will be a 
handicap. 

India are now coached by 
Rustam Akramov, who 
steered Uzbekistan to the 
1994 Asian Games gold med- 
al. Indonesia's young side are 
spearheaded by striker Kur- 
niahwan Dwi Yulian to, who 
plays for Swiss side Lucerne. 

Group five contains Iran, 
who won the Asia Cup in 
1968, 1972 and 1976 before 
the Islamic revolution and 
then war with Iraq threw the 
country’s sport into chaos. 
They are up against Sri 
Lanka. Oman and Nepal. 

Iraq start as favourites in 
group six but could be chal- 
lenged by Bangladesh, now 
coached by German Otto 
Pfister, who steered Ghana 
to victory in the 1991 world 
under 17 championship. 

Qatar, Syria and Kazakh- 
stan are in group seven and 
Uzebekistan are favourites in 
group eight with Bahrain and 
Tajikistan. 

Group 10 could see a dash 
between 1980 Asian cham- 
pions Kuwait and Lebanon, 
now coached by former 
Wales player and manager 
Terry Yorath. 

All the qualifying groups 
must be finished by August. 


Becker faces Kafelnikov at Australian Open 



MELBOURNE (Agencies) 
— Boris Becker faces brash 
Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
in the Australian Open 
quarter-finals, after dismis-. 
sing New Zealander Brett 
Steven here late Monday. 

The German fourth seed, 
who became world No. 1 for 
the first time when he won 
the Australian crown in 1991, 
had a rocky beginning before 
mastering Steven 1-6, 6-4. 
6-3, 6-2 in two hours 16 mi- 
nutes. 

Steven, ranked 37, got off 
to a flyer in the night match 
on centre court, rocking 
Becker back on his heels with 
two service breaks in the 
opening set to take a 5-0 lead 
before Becker held his ser- 
vice in the sixth game. 

Becker endeared himself 
to the crowd when he pointed 
one finger to the heavens to 
signal his relief at his break- 
through. 

Meanwhile. Swedish 
seventh seed Thomas Enqvist 
cruised into the last eight but 
the event’s young giant killer, 
Mark Philippoussis, will not 
be there to meet him after 
crashing back to Earth. 

As Enqvist booked his 
quarter-final berth with an 


upset on Sunday. 

A tearful Woodforde. 
through to his first Grand 
Slam quarter-final in 12 years 
on the circuit, told a news 
conference he could not be- 
lieve the achievement came 
so late in his career. 

“It was a very special mo- 
ment/' Woodforde said. 
"Hopefully in my next round 
I won’t feel the letdown that 
Mark Philippoussis experi- 
enced,” he added. 

Russia’s Kafelnikov, hear- 
tened by the shock exit of 
Sampras, staked his claim to 
a first Grand Slam title on 
Monday with a three-sets de- 
molition of American Malivai 
Washington. 

Kafelnikov, who faces a 
likely quarter-final show- 
down with Becker, said Sam- 
pras’ exit meant there was 
now no one left in the tourna- 
ment he had not beaten. 

“Everyone else I have 
beaten so why can't I win the 
Australian Open,” the 21- 
year-old said. “I feel like I 
really can win this one. I feel 
it,” he added. 

Agassi will take the world's 
top ranking if he beats com- 
patriot Courier on Tuesday. 
If Courier wins, it will default 




Germany’s Boris Becker argues with the 
umpire over a line call during the first set of 


his wntfh against New Zealand’s Brett Steven 
at the Australian Open (Reuters photo) 


easy straight-secs win over 
Italian Renzo Furlan, the 19- 
year-old Philippoussis, who 
two .days ago pulled off a 
stunning upset against world 
number one Pete Sampras, 
took an ugly hammering. 

The tall Australian's home- 
town crowd at the Flinders 
Park centre court groaned in 
disappointment and embar- 
rassment as their hero of 
Saturday night suffered a 
nightmare loss at the hands of 
compatriot Mark Woodforde 
6-2, 6-2, 6-2. 

Philippoussis. nicknamed 
"Scud” for his missile-like 
serves and ground strokes, 
backfired badly, repeatedly 
hitting balls way over the 
baseline, netting simple vol- 
leys and allowing his smaller, 
wily opponent to run him 
around the court. 

"Things did not go too well 
from the start and I found it 
difficult to get pumped up.” 
said the 40th-ranked Philip- 
poussis. whose win over Sam- 
pras raised Australian hopes 
for its first Grand Slam cham- 
pion in almost a decade. 

Woodforde, a 30-year-old 
doubles specialist, next meets 
in-form Enqvist who blew 
away 38th-ranked Furlan 7-5, 
"6-0, 6-3 with the Swede reel- 
ing off 14 straight games in a 
puiple patch he himself de- 
scribed as "unbelievable” 
tennis. 

Enqvist, who has rocketed 
from 60 to seven in world 
rankings over the past 12 
months, said every shot he hit 
in the 14-game blitz went in. 

"So I’m very happy," said 
the 21 -year-old Enqvist who 
has taken over the mantle of 
number one Swede from Ste- 
fan Edberg. 

Enqvist and Woodforde 
followed world number two 
Andre Agassi, eighth seed 
Jim Courier, fifth seed 
Michael Chang, sixth seed 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and low- 
ly ranked Swede Mikhael 
Tillstrom into the quarter fin- 
als. 

TUlstrom. ranked 105th, 
beat third seed Thomas Mus- 
ter in a major centre court 


to Muster. 

But Kafelnikov said he too 
aspired to hold the number 
one ranking. "I would like to 
get to number one spot, even 
for oiie week/ That V my 
goal,” he told reporters. 


Hingis through to quarters 

Swiss teenage prodigy 
Martina Hingis upset the 
script at the Australian Open 
on Monday with a light- 
hearted demolition of 11th 
seed Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy. 

Unseeded Hingis< ' / who 
even served underarm at one 
stge, reached her first Grand 
Slam quarter-final, becoming 
the youngest women to 
achieve the feat in Australian 
Open history. 

Hingis, 15. obviously en- 
joyed herself in beating her 
Dutch opponent 6-1. 6-4 in 59 
minutes on centre court to 
provide the day’s only sur- 
prise in the fourth-round of 
rhe women's draw at Flinders 
Park. 

Second seed Conchita 
Martinez of Spain, eighth- 
seeded German Anke Huber 
and South African Amanda 
Coetzer, seeded 16, all prog- 
ressed to the last eight with 
comfortable straight set wins. 

Hingis, who smiled and 
giggled throughout her 
match, joined fellow teena- 
gers Iva Majoli of Croatia 
and American Chanda Rubin 
in the quarter-finals as the 
younger generation issued 
their challenge to American 
top seed Monica Seles. 

Schultz-McCarthy, the 
only seed to fall on Monday, 
showed little resistance de- 
spite hitting the fastest serve 
ever recorded in a women's 
tournament — a 196 kph 
delivery. 

In sharp contrast, Hingis 
tried to trick her opponent 
with a gentle underarm serve 
ar 5-1 in the first set. 

“She was standing maybe 
.three metres behind the base- 
line, so it was fun,” said 
Hingis, whose cheeky tactic 
failed to win her the point. 





Brenda Schultz-McCarthy of the Netherlands smashes a 
forehand against Switzerland's Martina Hingis during their 
fourth round match at the Australian Open (Reuters photo) 


“I played very well.” said 
Hingis, who eclipsed the re- 
cord of American Jennifer 
Capriati, a quarter-finalist 
here in 1992 two months be- 
fore her 16th birthday. 

“I did not make many mis- 
takes and I kept the pressure 
on her.” said Hingis, who 
turn 16 in September. 

Schultz-McCarthy. a rela- 
tive vetera at the age of 25 
and a friend of Hingis, was 
not upset by her opponent's 
quirky serve. “She's just a 
little girl and she is enjoying 
her tennis. It's just fun for 
her,” said Schultz-McCarthy. 

Martinez had surprisingly 
little difficulty in overwhelm- 
ing American tenth seed 
Lindsay Davenport 6-3. 6-1 
in an earlier match on centre 
court. 

Davenport, a losing finalist 
against Seles at the Peters 


■Courier has finally paid for 
his sins at the Australian 
Open with officials fining him 
$1,000 on Monday for swear- 
ing. 

The American, who 
escaped a fine for swearing in 
his second-round match 
against quick-tempered fel- 
low American Jeff Tarango. 
was finally caught out on 
Sunday for an outburst in his 
fourth-round match against 
South African Marcos 
Ondruska. 

Courier, cited for a verbal 
obscenity on his way to losing 
the third set, finally beat 
Ondruska in a thrilling five 
sets. 

Last week. Courier admit- 
ted he used foul language in a 
second-match against Taran- 
go. who is renowned for his 
on-court petulance after 


Wimbledon last year. 

Tarango, unhappy with his 
image as the "bad boy” of 
tennis, provocatively chal- 
lenged the chair umpire in 
that match to cite Courier for 
swearing. 

“I made a comment under- 
neath my breath that 
apparently was a little louder 
than I thought because Jeff 
heard it.” Courier told repor- 
ters after the Tarango match. 

“The chair umpire didn’t 
say anything and it was some- 
thing I shouldn't have said... 
I don’t expect to be always 
happy on court, trying to 
control it.” 

Courier on Tuesday meets 
world number two Andre 
Agassi who has twice fallen 
foul of open officials for 
swearing during the tourua- 
__ment and had to fork out a 
total $2,500. 

Agassi was fined $1,000 
last Friday for swearing dar- 
ing his third-round victory 
over fellow American Steve 
Bryan to add to a $1,500 fine 
for an earlier obscenity in his 
match against over compat- 
riot Vince Spadea, 
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Martina Hingis jubilates after advancing to the quarterfinals of 
the Australian Open (Reuters photo) 


Agassi one win away from 
top ranking 


International Tournament in 
Sydney eight days ago. failed 
to cope with a succession of a 
sliced shots by Martinez, 
ranked number two behind 
joint number ones Seles and 
Germany’s Steffi Graf. 

“I was moving her around 
with my slice and she made 
some mistakes,” said Mar- 
tinez, who will meet Huber 
for a place in the semifinals. 

Huber booked her passage 
with a comfortable 6-3, 6-2 
victory over unseeded Au- 
strian Barbara Schett. 

Coetzer, who has rebuilt 
her game over the past two 
years in a bid to compete with 
a new band of hard-hitting 
teenagers, reaped the reward 
by reaching her second grand 
Slam quarter-final. 

Coetzer defeated Russian 
Elena Likhovtseva 6-3, 6-3 to 
equal her achievement at the 
U.S. Open two years ago and 
set up a meeting with Hingis. 

Courier fined $1,000 


Defending champion 
Andre Agassi will have more 
than the Australian Open ti- 
tle in his sights on Tuesday 
when a complicated three- 
way battle for . the world's 
number one ranking will 
finally be settled. 

Agassi will assume the 
mantle of the world's best 
player by beating fellow 
American Jim Courier in a 

3 u arter- final match at Flin- 
ers Park on Tuesday. 

But the flamboyant Las 
Vegan has made his priorities 
perfectly clear this week, tell- 
ing reporters after his fourth 
round victory over Sweden's 
Jonas Bjorkman: “If I don't 
win this tournament, I don't 
want to be ranked number 
one.” 

If the current world num- 
ber two loses to Courier, his 
wish will be more than fiilfil- 
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World number eight Jim 


his Davis Cup teammate will 

M . 

mean a demotion for Agassi. _ . 

By losing. Agassi will fair./. . .. . 


one place in the rankings to . ' 
number three, leaving Au- ’ / 


strian Thomas Muster at the ;/'; ' 

■'d"’ 

top of the pile, ahead of : ' 

- r*. ; 

American Pete Sampras, af- ~ ; j r 

•*. • 'b_ 

ter going into the tournament 

- 

at number three. - HE" races 

■■ nr SM 

Such an outcome would 

VT'T i 

complete a remarkable trans- - - 


formation in the ranking dur- - - - 

*■ * V 

ing the year’s first Grand > :■ 


Slam tournament. . 

' i 

Sampras arrived in Mel- ■ 

■ i: 

bourne as the world number 


one but surrendered his posi- 
tion with a shock third-round 
exit to unseeded Australian . 
teenager Mark Philippoussis: 
on Saturday night. 

Muster, the French Open 
champion, nominally moved : 
into top spot after Sampras 
defeat only to lose against 
unseeded Swede Mikael Till- . 
strom on Sunday. 

Sampras held the number/ 
one ranking for 10 weeks' 
after recapturing the position 
from Agassi in November last _ 
year. 

The various scenarios re-, 
suit from a complex ranking v 
system that offers points in; 
relation to a tournament's ' 
importance and the quality of 
opponents. 

The system, which also re- 1 
volves around a player’s per- 
form an ce each week in rela- • 
tion to their effort in the 
corresponding period the' 
previous year, has attracted • 
much criticism. 

“I've always had com- • 
plaints about the ranking sys-'. 
tem," said Agassi, who be- ■ 
lieves clay-court specialist - 
Muster is yet to prove himself . 1 ^ 
a worthy number one until he. 
wins some major tourna - 
ments away from his special-'--' 
ist surface. 

It's a view shared by... 
Courier, who belie ves’M us- r. 
ter's domination during tin 
European clay-court seasof: 
last year will elevate him to 
false position under the car . 
rent system. 

“The record books wil 
show who's number on« 
come the end of the year. anr. 
who’s number one betweei -/ 
now and then is merely wha 
the computer says and no 1 - 
what the players feel.' 
Courier said. 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL 677420 

CONCORD ' 

AMMOUN THEATRE & 
CINEMA/lEL: 618274-618275 

r ^ -'GE 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre. ; C 
TEL: 625155 

g-; 

a 

Pierce Brosnan 
as 

James Bond 007 
in 

GolpenEye 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:05, 8:30. 1030 p.m. 

POCAHONTAS 

Shows: 12:30, 2:15 p.m. 

Sylvester Stallone.. ..in 

JUDGE DREDD 

Shows: 6:45, 8:30, 10:30 

> — 

CONCORD “1“ 

* ACE VENTURA "2" 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

* Batman Forever 

Shows: 3:30 

* DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 5:30 

The popular star Nadia A3 Jundi. 
Farouq Fishawi, 
and Mahmoud Hamida in 

The Woman that Shook 
the Throne of Egypt 

Show. 630, &30, 1030 

*Zhe Cion King 

Show: 12:30, 3:30, 5 

Theplay 

“Ahlan Tatbie" 

Welcome Normalisatiot ;; 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 




ports 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 1996 



IN BRIEF 


Romania ban 4 
. over doping 

BUCHAREST (R) — The 
Romanian weightlifting 
federation said on Monday 
t bad banned four athletes 
Tom all competition for 
.-wo years after foiling dop-^ 
ng tests. “Nicolae Nita and 
Constantin Udrea from 
Steaua Bucharest, Marcel 
Socadu from C.S.M. Quj 
ind Alexandra Dumitru 
from Rapid Bucharst mil 
not be allowed to take part 
in any domestic or interna- 
tional competitions over 
the next two years,” fed- 
eration general secretary 
Lazar Baroga told Reuters 
Two others Romanian lif- 
ters were banned for dop- 
ing last year. The latest 
quartet are in the second 
tier of the coun&y’s mid- 

- dleweight lifters but might 
have been expected to 
compete for the country in 
the Atlanta Olympics. The 

- federation did not say what 
■sort of drugs were in- 
volved. 

Owners ponder 
global draft 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Major League Baseball 
owners, trapped into bid- 
ding wars with a growing 
number of international 
players, are considering a 
worldwide talent draft. The 
move was discussed at own- 
ers meetings here and 
could be ready in time for 
this year's free agent draft. 
Japan's Hideo Nomo took 
advantage of his status to 
si gn a two milhon-dollar 
contract with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers last year. 
His National League 
Rookie of the Year success 
sent US scouts flocking to 
Japan to seek talent. Last 
week, Cuban defector 
pitchers Livan Hernandez 
and Osvaldo Fernandez 
signed rich deals with ma- 
jor league clubs. Fernandez 
signed a S3.2 million deal 
for the three years with San 
Francisco while Florida 
landed Hernandez for four 
yean for $4.5 million. 

Christie in 
Australian races 

SYDNEY (R) — British 
Olympic sprint champion 
Linford Christie has agreed 
to race in track meetings in 
the Australian cities of 
Adelaide and Perth this 
week. Athletics Australia 
officials said on Monday 
Athletics Australia execu- 
tive director Neil King told 
reporters the 1992 Olympic 
gold medallist will compete 
in an athletics Grand Prix 
series in Adelaide on Fri- 
day and Perth on Sunday. 
Christie and world cham- 
pion hurdler Colin Jackson 
of Wales have been train- 
ing in Sydney since last 
month to escape the Euro- 
pean winter. King said 
Christie had accepted the 
invitation to race in the 100 
metres spirit in the Grand 
Prix series in order to test 
how well his training had 
progressed while in Austra- 
lia. Jackson and 5000 
metres champion Sonia 
O'Sullivan had already 
agreed to compete in the 
Australian National cham- 
pionships in Sydney from 
March 7 and anther lesser 
event in Melbourne on 
February 29. An Athletics 
Australia spokesman said 
Jackson will also compete 
in the Adelaide and Perth 
meetings. Along with 
Christie and Jackson, the 
Grand Prix series will also 
feature Australian 
women's world record pole 
vaulter Emma George and 
Kenyan 3000 metre runner 
Paul Bitok. Earlier this 
month Christie announced 
be would not defend his 
Olympic 100 metres title at 
the Atlanta Olympics this 
year. 
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Houston Rockets' centre Hakeem Oiajuwoo (right) falls as 
Orlando Magic centre Shaqnflle O’Neal grabs a rebound 


during their NBA game in Houston. The Magic defeated the 
Rockets 97-96 (Renters photo) 


Bulls win 11th consecutive match; 
Suns snap 4-game losing streak 


DETROIT (R) — Michael 
Jordan scored 12 of his 36 
points during a decisive 
second quarter spurt as the 
Chicago Bulls kept pace with 
NBA excellence with their 
lltb straight win, 111-96 over 
the Detroit Pistons on Sun- 
day. 

Scottie Pippen added 22 
points as Chicago improved 
to 34-3. 

The Bulls, off to their best 
start in team history, need 
five more wins to equal the 
39-3 start by the 1971-72 Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

“Ail this means is we’re off 
to a good start," Jordan said. 
“We v re no a ^great team yet. 
Let’s see how we finish fust. 
To call us a great team now is 
thinking way ahead. We ha- 
ven’t done anything yet." 

Jordan had his seventh- 
straight 30-plus game. 

In Houston, Shaquille 
O’Neal scored 29 points, in- 
cluding a layup with four 
seconds left, and blocked the 
potential game-winning shot 
as the Orlando Magic edged 
the Houston Rockets, 97-96. 

Penny Hardaway scored 28 
points and O’Neal added 16 
for the Magic. 

Hakeem Olajuwon 
finished with 30 points for 
Houston. 

At Indiana, Rik Smits 
scored 16 of his 24 points in 
the first quarter and Reggie 
Miller added 23 points as the 
Indiana Pacers beat the 


Washington Bullets, 106-96. 

Gheorghe Muresan's 
three-point play with 8:55 re- 
maining pulled the Bullets 
within 88-84, but the Pacers 
used an 8-0 spurt, capped by 
Miller’s two free throws, for a 
96-84 lead with 5:56 left. 

“We kind of hung on," 
Packers coach Larry Brown 
said. "We were a little impa- 
tient offensively, especially 
Rik. I thought he could have 
got better shots than he did.” 

In Philadelphia, David 
Robinson scored 23 points 
and Brad Lohaus added 18 as 
the San Antonio Spurs hand- 
ed the Philadelphia 76ers 
their fifth straight loss, 118- 
88 . 

Robinson, who was 10-of- 
12 from the floor, grabbed 
eight rebounds for the Spurs, 


who snapped a two game 
losing streak. 

Jerry Stackhouse scored 20 
points and Clarence Weath- 
erspoon added 17 and 15 
rebounds for Philadelphia, 
which has dropped 13 of its 
last 15. 

In Portland, James Robin- 
son scored a season-high 22 
points and made two three- 
pointers in a fourth-quarter 
run as the Portland Trail 
Blazers rallied to defeat the 
Cleaveland Cavaliers, 88-81. 

Portland won for the 
eighth time in 10 games. 

Danny . Ferry scored 20 of 
his career-high 29 points in 
the second half and Terrell 
Brandon added 25 for Cleve- 
land, which wrapped up a 
seven-game road trip at 3-4. 

In Seattle, Gary Payton 
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scored a season-high 29 
points and Shawn Kemp 
added 26 as the Seattle Su- 
personics eased past the Dal- 
las Mavericks, 108-101. for 
their fourth victory in five 
games. 

George McCloud scored 26 
points and Jason Kidd added 
22 for Dallas. 

“It was a lousy game. I 
thought we stunk,” said Seat- 
tle coach George Karl. "I 
didn't think we were re- 
sponsible. I think it was one 
of the worst wins we’ve had." 

In Phoenix, Charles Bark- 
ley had 22 points and 13 
rebounds in his first game 
since a toe operation two 
weeks ago as the Phoenix 
Suns defeated the Sac- 
ramento Kings, 111-97, for 
their first victory under new 
coach Cotton Fitzsimmons. 

Barkley played 28 minutes 
for the Suns, who also re- 
gained the services of point 
guard Kevin Johnson and 
snapped a four-game losing 
streak. 

In Toronto, Damon Stoud- 
amire scored eight of his 23 
points in a game-ending 10-2 
run, including the garner- 
winning 14-foot baseline jum- 
per with 11 seconds left, as 
the Toronto Raptors edged 
the Boston Celtics, 97-95. 

Rick Fox had 20 points and 
10 rebounds and Radja 
added 17 and 14 for.the Cel- 
tics, who have lost five of 
their last six games. 


European Figure Skating Championships 

Russians dominate men’s qualifying 


SOFIA (R) — Russia, de- 
pleted by the late withdrawal 
of Olympic champion Alexei 
Urmanov, dominated qual- 
ifying for the men's event as 
the European Figure Skating 
Championships began in a 
low key on Sunday. 

Urmanov withdrew earlier 
ion the weekend because of 
conjunctivitis but is expected 
to be fit for the World Cham- 
pionships in Edmonton, 
Alberta, in March. 

Urmanov’s absence dep- 
rives Russia of one of their 
top gold medal hopes even 
though Ilya Kulik is back to 
defend his title. 

Kulik, who won spectacu- 


larly on his debut last year at 
the age of 17, flopped at the 
subsequent World- Cham- 
pionships where he finished 
only ninth. 

He will have to show more 
of. his European Cham- 
pionship form and less of his 
World Championship nerves 
if he is to keep his title this 
week. 

Kulik was jonied in the 
main event by compatriots 
Igor Pashkevich and 15-year- 
old world junior champion 
Alexei Yagudin, who 
finished first and second in 
their qualifying group. 

Pashkevich has never made 
an impact at world level while 
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LISTEN FOR THE LEAD 


North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 
*AKQJ6 
<?KJ7 
0 K J 5 
*63 


The bidding: 
WEST NORTH 
I* Dbl 
Paw 2* 

Pass 3NT 
■Paw 


BAST 

Pan 

Pan 

Pan 


SOUTH 

10 

2NT 

Pan 


WEST 

*102 

7AQ32 

09862 

*AQ9 


SOUTH 
*875 
9 10 6 5 4 
OAQ 
*10842 


EAST 
*943 
P98 
v 10 7 4 3 
*K J7S 


Opening lead; Ace of C 1 

When defending against a no- 
trump game, the textbook lead is 
fourth best from your longest and 
strongest suit. However, there are 
times when it is wise to forget 
about thic. maxim. One such occa- 
sion is when you expwt that declar- 
er might be able to run nine tricks 
in a hurry. 


With three- card support and a 
ruffing value, we would have pre- 
ferred a raise to three spades at 
South's second tarn. With a favor- 
able heart position. 10 tricks would 
not have presented any problem. 
However, we venture to suggest 
that three no trump would have 
succeeded more often that not. 

Sitting West was one of our 
favorite oridge stars, Christian 
Mari of Paris. He was afraid that a 
passive lead would give declarer the 
ninth trick, and so chose to attack 
instead by leading the ace of hearts, 
a lead which, despite appearances, 
did not rate to coet 

When dummy appeared, the shift 
was obvious. East could have no 
more than three or four points. If j 
those paints consisted of the see of j 
diamonds, it was unlikely that the 
contract was going to be defeated. 
The only hope was that East held 
the king of clubs, either together 
with the jack or with some length. 
Mari shifted promptly to the ace, 
queen and nine of dabs, and the 
defenders had raked in five tricks 
before declarer could even get start- 
ed. 


Yagudin appears to have the 
jumps but not the style to be 
a contender yet. 

Kulik was among seven 
skaters who were exempt 
from qualifying because they 
finished in the top 10 last 
year. 

But 25 skaters went 
through their free program- 
mes in two qualifying groups 
for the remaining 23 places in 
the starting field of 30 in the 
main event on Wednesday. 

All 12 from the group led 
by the two Russians qualified 
while 11 from the second 
group of 13 also went 
through. 

The policy, which has been 
criticised by many coaches, of 
holding two groups to elimin- 
ate as few as two skaters was 
defended by Sally-Anne Sta- 
pleford of Britain, who chairs 
the International Skating Un- 
ion’s technical committee. 

“The rules state clearly 
there can only be 30 in the 


main event so 
eliminate two.” 


we had 
she said. 


to 


Asked why the group of 12 
had to skate when all Were 
assured of advancing, she re- 
plied: “Because it would not 
be fair to the skaters in the 
other group to ask them to 
skate and it would also mean 
too many skaters having 
byes.” 

Urmanov was joined on 
the sidelines by Russia's for- 
mer world pairs champions 
Evgenia Shishkova and 
Vadim Naumov, who with- 
drew because Shiskova has 
flu. 

Another pairs skater, Jele- 
na Bereznaia of Latvia, is 
also absent, still recovering 
from a nasty head injury in- 
flicted by the skate of her 
partner, Oleg Shltakhov, in 
practice 11 days ago. 

She is reported to be mak- 
ing good progress but her 
participation in other events 
this season is in doubt. 


CONCACAF Gold Cup 

Mexico stun Brazil in final 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Mexico stunned Brazil on 
Sunday, beating the young 
heirs to the world champions 
2-0 to win the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup. 

Spectacular individualist 
goals Luis Garcia and 
Cuauhtemoc Blanco in the 
second half highlighted a su- 
perb performance by the 
Mexican who dominated the 
match on a rain-sodden col- 
iseum pitch that stunted Bra- 
zil’s exTrovert skills. 

The Brazilians, who 
fielded basically their under- 
23 team for the tournament, 
were reduced to 10 men for 
the last 10 minutes after de- 
fender Andre Luis was sent- 
off for receiving a second 
yellow card. 

In the earlier third-place 
match, the United States, led 
by a goal from all-time Amer- 
ican top scorer Eric Wynalda, 
defeated Guatemala 34). 

If the Brazilians had won 
the final it would have set up 
a home-and-away playoff be- 
tween Mexico and the United 
States to decide the cham- 
pions of CONCACAF, sinice 
Brazil had been invited to 
play in the Gold Cup and are 
not members of CONCACA- 


F , the umbrella soccer fed- 
'eration for North and Central 
America and the Caribbean. 

Mexico, coached by ex- 
U.S. coach Bora Milutinovic 
and playing in front of a 
partisan sell-out crowd of 
88,155, dominated against a 
team that had scored 10 goals 
in its first three matches in 
.the tournament. Brazil’s pre- 
cocious young forwards, Caio 
and Savio, were kept in check 
by the tough Mexican de- 
fence. 

The only real chance of the 
first half came after just two 
minutes when Mexico's Blan- 
co broke through and forced 
Brazilian goalkeeper Dida to 
dive at full-stretch to turn his 
fierce low drive around the 
post. 

Ten minutes into the 
second half, Mexico went 
ahead when a corner was 
headed out to Raul Rodrigo 
Lara, who headed the ball 
back into the area. Garcia, 
with his back to goal, control- 
led the ball, swivelled and 
half-volleyed high past Dida 
in the blink of an eye. 

In the 75th minute. Mexico 
sealed the game, when 
Alberto Garcja Aspe played 
a through ball with the out- 


side of his foot into the area, 
where Blanco ran on and 
buried a low right-foot shot 
past Dida. 

In the match between the 
losing semi-finalists, the 
Americans, who lost dis- 
appointingly to Brazil 1-0 on 
Friday, were made to work 
for their victory by a dogged 
Guatemala, who had lost 1-0 
to Mexico on Friday. 

It was not until three mi- 
nutes from the end, that the 
Americans could breathe 
easily, when Manchester Un- 
ited’s Jovan Kirovski coolly 
sidefooted home after run- 
ning onto a Claudio Reyna 
pass that split the defence. 

The U.S. scored twice in 
the first half after Gautemala 
twice had chances to go 
ahead in a driving rain. 
Wynalda scored with a down- 
ward header from a Reyna 
cross 34th minute the goal 
was his 22nd and gave Wynal- 
da the all-time record for 
goals for the U.S. national 
team. 

Three minutes later, Cobi 
Jones broke on the right, his 
cross was back-heeled out 
and defender Jeff Agoos was 
on the spot to power home 
from 25 yards. 


Atletico lose but top standings; 
Baggio secures win for Milan 


PARIS (AFP) — Jorge Val- 
dano, who basked in glory 
when he led Real Madrid to 
the Spanish title last season, 
found that memories can be 
short when things start to go 
wrong. 

The former club player and 
Argentinian international 
was unceremoniously sacked 
when his side slumped to a 
humiliating 2-1 home league 
defeat against lowly Rayo 
Vallecano on Sunday. 

Knocked out of the Span- 
ish Cup in mid-week by 
Espanyoi and currently down 
in eighth place in the league 
table after winning just nine 
of 22 games. Real are a mas- 
sive 16 points behind leaders- 
and bitter rivals Atletico. 

Valdano took over the 
legendary six-times Euro- 
pean Cup winners barely 18 
months ago after. - arriving 
from Tenerife. 


Espanyoi slipped to fourth 
after being held 2-2 at Sala- 
manca while Argentina's 
Juan Antonio Pizzi managed 
the goalscoring exploit of the 
weekend, hitting ali four in 
Tenerife's 4-2 win over Sevil- 
le. 

In Italy, AC Milan pre- 
served their one point lead 
over Fiorentina thanks to a 
Roberto Baggio penalty 
which secured a 1-0 win over 
lowly Padova. 

Fiorentina kept up the 
pressure, however, with a 3-0 
win away to Torino — Ar- 
gentinian striker Gabriel 
Batistuta hitting two of their 
goals and Francesco Baiano 
notching the other. 

Third-placed Parma re- 
mained in contention with a 
2-0 win over visiting Atlanta 
— Gabriele Pin and Alessan- 
dro Melli doing the damage 


Real face a tough Euro - -&&*]'** before half- 


pean cup quarter-final show- 
down against Italian cham- 
pions Juventus in March, and 
unless there is a marked re- 
turn to form they could well 
find themselves without a 
place in any of the Europe 
competition next season. 

Valdano will be replaced 
on a temporary basis by 
Vicente del Bosque — but 
former Deportivo coach 
Arsenio Inglesias and ex- 
Real player Jose Antonio 
Camacho, currently in charge 
of high-flying Espanyoi. are 
both being tipped for the 
post. 

“This is a sad day. We had 
hoped to make a comeback at 
the end of the season.” said 
Valdano. 

But Rea! president Loren- 
zo Sanz said: “We’ve touched 
rock bottom. There comes a 
moment when you can’t de- 
fend someone any more.” 

Atletico remain six points 
clear on top of the division 
despite going down jo a sur- 
prise 1-0 defeat at Real 
Sociedad where Oscar De 
Paula scored the winner mid- 
way through the first-half. 

Second-placed Compostela 
squandered a chance to make 
up ground when they man- 
aged only a 1-1 home draw 
against Celta Vigo, but Bar- 
celona snatched a 1-0 victory 
in front of their home fans 
against tai lenders Valladolid. 


time. 

But champions Juventus 
lost ground when they shared 
a 3-3 away draw with strug- 
gling Cremonese. 

Abel Eduardo Balbo was a 
hat-trick hero as AS Roma 
consolidated their campaign 
for a UEFA Cup berth with a 
3-1 win at home to Samp- 
doria, who slid into the bot- 
tom half of the table but Inter 
Milan could manage only a 
1-1 draw at Vicenza after 
conceding a last-gap equalis- 
er. Roy Hodgson's men now- 
stand eighth. 

Paris St. German saw their 
lead cut to four points in 


France after they managed 
only a 1-1 draw .with Le 
Havre after conceding a last- 
minute goal from a free-kick 
just outside the area. 

Metz took full advantage. 
They moved two points clos- 
er by beating Strasbourg 2-1 
— their goals coming from 
Cyrille Pouget and Samba 
N’Diaye. 

Lens slipped to fourth spot 
after being held 0-0 by Nice 
making room for Auxerre to 
return to third. Auxxenre 
beat Cannes 1-0 — Lidian 
Laslandes scoring the only 
goal of the match. 

Reigning champions 
Nantes suffered a humiliating 
2-1 home defeat against re- 
legation stragglers Lille and 
lost international striker 
Nicolas Ouedec for at least 
one month with a knee in- 
jury. 

In the Netherlands, Ajax, 
who crashed to thieir first 
defeat of the season in the 
Dutch league seven days ear- 
lier when they were beaten 
1-0 by Willem II Tilburg; 
escaped with a 3-3 draw at 
Sparta Rotterdam. 

Ajax had led 2-1 early on 
but needed 1 a goal from for- 
mer PSV player Peter Hoek- 
stra with just under half-an- 
hour to go to earn a point. 

The result left the Euro- 
pean champions on 53 points, 
with PSV Eindhoven 3-1 win- 
ners at Heerenveen on Fri- 
day, on 50. Third-placed 
Feyenoord way off the pace 
on 35 points, won 3-0 at 
Volendam. 
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INVITATION ,TO BID 

The Ministry of Education retendering items from the following tenders: • 


Tender No. 


Title 


E£££ 

JD50 
JD 50 


Financier 
World Bank (3106-Jo) 
OECF (Jo - P8) 


( 9/94 ) Lab. equipment 

( 14/94 ) Audio Visual Aids 

Interested bidders are invited to collect tenders documents from Furniture & 

Equipment Division (MOE). 

- Starting from Sunday Jan. 21, 1996 against the payment of the above fees. 

* Closing date Wednesday March 6, 1996, 1 1.00 a.m. 

Head of Special 
Tendering Committee 


i-i 


JOB OPTORTTJNrr^^l 

A LEADING ITALIAN COMPANY BASED 
IN JORDAN IS LOOKING FOR AN 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY IN AMMAN : 

• FLUENCY IN ARABIC AND ENGLISH 


O 


QUALIFIED CANDIDATES MAY SEND 
THEIR C.V. AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO : 

P.O.BOX 941333 - 11194, AMMAN 


VOLVO FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid, 1983 Volvo 760 GLE, 6 
cylinders, great condition, silver, mileage: 
107,000 Km. JD 3,200 or best offer. 

Call: 617945 



Jordan Phosphate Mines Co., Ltd. 
announces the invitation to tender 
No.: 5F.96 


JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 5F/96 
(for the supply of: 

1) Bulk an/fo truck unit 10 tons capacity, qty (1). 

2) Industrial vacuum loader qty (1). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, supply department, until 2.00 
p.m. local time Saturday 10th February 1996 
application for documents should be . 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD (40) 
for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12.00 
.hours local time Wednesday 28th March 1996. 

Sameh MadanI 
Managing Director 
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PALESTINIAN LEGISLATURE- Two Palestinian soldiers stand guard in front of the Palestinian legislative 
council building in Gaza City. The building, which was built in 1958 when Gaza was under Egyptian control, 
expected to house the newly-elected Palestinian council in Saturday's elections (AFP photo) 


Arafat secures a powerful 
mandate for peace strategy 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinians woke Monday a 
giant step closer to independ- 
ence with their Erst elected 
government firmly in the 
hands of President Yasser 
Arafat and his supporters. 
v Historic Palestinian elec- 
tions Saturday handed Mr. 
Arafat a powerful mandate 
for his staged strategy for 
achieving independent state- 
hood, giving the veteran 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader nearly 
90 peT cent of the presidential 
vote and his supporters three- 
quarters of the seats in a 
self-rule legislture. 

Final results from the vote 


pendence during its term.” 

Such :statements‘ are a red 
flag for Israeli conservatives 
and won banner headlines in 
the Israeli press. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, the architect of the 
autonomy accords with Mr. 
Arafat, moved quickly to set 
the Palestinian optimism in 
context. 

"We are at the origins of 
the Oslo process (for auton- 
omy). It is a choice which we 
freely made and the process 
has its limits," he said. 

But some of his ministers 
were not so circumspect. 

"The elections have cre- 
ated a new political reality 


for the 88-member Palesti- ' with the emergence of a de 


nian council were due to be 
announced later Monday, but 
with most of the races de- 
cided candidates running 
from Mr. Arafat's Fateh 
movement and allied inde- 
pendents held about 75 per 
ceiit of the seats. 
^'Mahmoud Abbas, head of 
the official election commis- 
sion and a leading figure in 
negotiations with Israel 
which led to Saturday's vote, 
declared late Sunday that 
“the council which was 
elected has brought us five 
minutes from independ- 
ence.” 

He said the newly elected 
council, due to govern 
Palestinian territories on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
during an interim three-year 
period, "will declare inde- 


facto Palestinian state,” said 
Environment Minister Yossi 
Sand, a committed dove. 

“I don't know of any exam- 
ple in history where elections 
took place in a relatively 
democratic manner to choose 
a president and a parliament 
without this rapidly resulting 
in the creation of a sovereign 
state,” he told Israel Radio 
Monday. 

Saturday’s election was 
widely seen as a major vote 
of confidence in Mr. Arafat’s 
peace strategy, with a voter 
turnout of more than 80 per 
cent showing a clear popular 
rejection of boycott calls by 
opponents of the peace pro- 
cess. 

A coalition of 650 foreign 
election observers declared 
the vote fair, saying the elec- 


tion results “can reasonably 
be regarded as an accurate 
expression of the will of the 
voters on polling day” — 
despite isolated irregularities. 

At least nine of 10 mem- 
bers of Mr. Arafat's outgoing 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) cabinet who 
sought election to the self- 
rule council won their seats, 
led by Nabil Shaath and 
Ahmad Qouirea. key 
architects of the autonomy 
accords with Israel. 

With preliminary results 
for 79 of the 88 seats avail- 
able early Monday. 50 were 
won by candidates running 
on the official Fateh slate and 
two from the allied Fida par- 
ty- 

Twenty-four seats were 
won by independents, but 
more than half of these were 
either Fateh members run- 
ning alongside the official 
party slate or Fateh sym- 
pathisers. 

The independents also in- 
cluded at least two militants 
close to the Islamic move- 
ment Hamas, which officially 
boycotted the polls. 

Leading independents 
who are expected to form a 
kernel of opposition in the 
legislature included Haidar 
Abdul Shafi. former chief 
Palestinian negotiator with 
Israel who broke with Mr. 
Arafat to protest what he saw 
as too many concessions 
being made in autonomy 
talks with the Jewish state. 


Opposition in W.Bank, Gaza 
urge leaders to return home 


From Lamis Andoni in 
East Jerusalem 


LEADERS OF the secular 
Apposition in the West Bank 
urged the Damascus-based 
leadership of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) and the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) to 
come to the Palestinian 
autonomous areas or risk los- 
ing support. 

Dr. Riyadh Al Malki of the 
PFLP and Dr. Mohammad 
Jadallah of the DFLP told the 
Jordan Times in separate in- 
terviews that it would be the 
end for the two groups if the 
Damascus leadership makes 
“another wrong” derision by 
refusing to return to the West 
Bank and Gaza as part of an 
Israel's offer to allow mem- 
bers of the Palestinian 
National Council (PNC) to 
return. 

"Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories will not 
understand the decision of 
the leaders of the two fronts 
not to come. The ordinary 
Palestinian will consider such 
a derision tantamount to re- 
luctance to shoulder the re- 


Israeli offer, which was made 
upon the request of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). Israel wants the 
PNC members to return in 
order to convene a session of 
the council and revoke arti- 
cles in the Palestinian charter 
that calls for the establish- 
ment of secular Palestinian 
state in all of Palestine — an 
article that Israel considers to 
be tantamount to its destruc- - 
lion. 

But Dr. Malki and Dr. 
Jadallah believe that the 
opposition leaders in exile 
will be totally marginalised 
and eventually replaced by 
new movements if they keep 
on taking decisions that iso- 
late them from their people. 

The two most prominent 
representatives of the PFLP 
and DFLP in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip said that 
they accept the outcome of 
the’ legislative council elec- 
tions even though they object 
to the terms of the Israeii- 
Palestinian agreements. 

"We respect our people’s 
will. 1 believe that the high 
cumoui was an expression 
that our people want to take 


alienated the opposition 
groups. Dr. Malki and Dr. 
Jadallah obeyed the Damas- 
cus leaderships' instructions 
not to run in the elections, 
but they believe that there 
was a chance for the opposi- 
tion to make reasonable 
gains. The high votes for Dr. 
Haidar Abdul Shafi. Jawad 
Abdul Saleh and Dr. Hanan 
Ashrawi were seen as an in- 
dicator that critics of Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat's 
policies could have secured a 
tangible presence in the leg- 
islative council. 

Several young leaders of 
the DFLP and PFLP have 
criticised their leadership's 
determination to stay away 
from the political process so 
as not give legitimacy to (he 
Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ments. 

But the results of the elec- 
tions. however, have 
deepened the gap berween 

the Damascus-based lead- 
ership and the leadership in- 
side the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

"By moving to the inside 
(the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip) the leaderships of the 
two fronts will be consistent 
with its assessment that the 


part in the derision-making,” 
sponsibility of defending the said Dr. Jadallah. who centre of the Palestinian 
Palestinian national rights.” ’ argued that the results should decision-making should move 

be respected even if there i to the inside. If the lead- 
had been "interferences here ership of the two fronts de- 
and there" to ensure the suc- 
cess of some of the candi- 
dates. 

Although Dr. Malki and 
Dr. Jadallah say that they 
have not changed their 
opposition to the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreements, they 
believe that the opposition 

lIVM1 ... should reassess its strategy 

attempts to liquidate the* and come out with a new plan- gle. ' PNC members could 
Palestinians including the * of action. still reject and resist the 

In Dr. Malki's view, by terms of the agreements and 
boycotting the elections the join the people's fold in the 
opposition has committed a direct struggle." Dr. Jadallah 
serious blunder that further - said. 


said Dr. Malki. who defied 
the PFLP’s call for boycotting 
Saturday's Palestinian elec- 
tions. 

“Regardless of (Israeli) 
motivations and goals it is an 
opportunity that should not 
be missed. It is an opportun : 
ity that allows the return fof 
the leadership) to the home- 
land and to continue the poli- 
tical struggle a»ainst ail 


ride otherwise people will 
think that the leadership is 
shunning its responsibilities," 
Dr. Malki said. 

According to Dr. Jadallah, 
it is time for PNC members 
and opposition leaders to 
seize the opportunity and 
join their people on the 
ground to continue the strug- 


; Palestinian right to return." 
. said Dr. Jadallah. 

The PFLP and the DFLP 
leaderships have rejected the 


Tehran 
puts 'spies’ 
on trial 
in public 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Six Ira- 
nians including a former Jew 
went on public trial at a 
revolutionary court on Mon- 
day accused of setting up a 
large spy network which plot- 
ted to overthrow Iran’s Isla- 
mic regime. 

It was the first open trial to 
be staged here for alleged 
spies. 

The six, all former military 
officers or businessmen, are 
accused of forming a network 
during the 1980-1988 war 
against Iraq to defraud the 
country's nationalised bank- 
ing system, traffic arms and 
spy for Israel and the United 
States. 


They are also accused of 
working to restore Iran's im- 
perial regime, toppled in the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

The suspects are 
Hedayatollah Zendehdel, a 
Jewish businessman who con- 
verted to Islam, Freidun Abu 
Zia, an interpreter, Abdolre- 
za Yazdanshenas, former air 
force officer, Ali Sadafian. 
former member of the impe- 
rial guard, Abdolghassem 
' Majd-Abkani, an alleged 
associate of the late shah, and 
businessman Abdolghafur 
Sartipi. 


Under a law existing in 
Iran since the revolution, the 
six. arrested six years ago. 
could face the death penalty. 

According to the court, 
some 150 people were direct- 
ly or indirectly involved with 
the network with 110 of them 
having already arrested and 
questioned in the case. 

Based on the charges read 
for two hours at the begin- 
ning of the trial, the six. 
introduced as the “core" of 
the ring, were in contact with 
"anti-revolutionary groups," 
notably associates of the for- 
mer royal family. 


They sought to "topple” 
the regime by “disrupting the 
country’s economic life." or 
“through armed action if the 
first method failed.” 

The men are also accused 
of having collected classified 
military information and 
forwarding them to foreign 
countries, notably the United 
States. 

They also tried to smuggle 
in arms through the southern 
port of Chah Bahar. on the 
Gulf of Oman, and provide 
them to ‘ ' a n t i- 
revolutionaries" for armed 
action against the govern- 
ment. 
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International envoys 
discuss Bosnia, Po W s 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.S. hu- 
man rights envoy John Shat- 
tuck headed back to Sarajevo 
after a tour of sites of alleged 
war atrocities, saying he 
would now work to win the 
release of prisoners held in 
breach of the Bosnia peace 
.plan. 

In a sign of mounting 
pressure for investigations 
into war crimes, now that 
NATO-led peacekeepers 
have achieved their first goal 
of parting the combatants, 
international war crimes pro- 
secutor Richard Goldstone 
also arrived in Sarajevo for 
high-level talks. 

Mr. Shartuck said after 
spending the night in Bel- 
grade his new priority was the 
fate of hundreds of prisoners 
of war still held by all three 
sides in the conflict, despite a 
Jan. 19 deadline for their 
release under the Dayton 
peace plan. 

"In Sarajevo I will be 
meeting officials and con- 
tinuing to pursue very hard 
the release of prisoners. All 
prisoners who've been visited 
by the ICRC (International 
Committee of the Red Cross) 
should be released.” Mr. 
Shattuck told journalists. 

The U.S. assistant secret- 
ary of state made a ground- 
|* breaking visit on Sunday to 
the sites of alleged graves of 
thousands of victims of mas- 
sacres after the fall of the 
Muslim enclave Srebrenica in 
eastern Bosnia last July. 

He told reporters at the 
sites there was overwhelming 
evidence of "horrible crimes 
against humanity.” 

"Ultimately justice and 
long-term peace must go 
together.” he said. “We can- 
not hope to see an end to this 
terrible conflict until the facts 


are known about what occur- 
red and justice is done... 
that’s the moral imperative.” 

Mr. Shattuck saw spattered 
blood and holes in the walls 
of a warehouse. Survivors say 
grenades were fired at the 
building, killing a large num- 
ber of the people held inside. 

He also inspected a school- 
house and gymnasium where, 
according to reports by survi- 
vors, people were held before 
being taken out in groups of 
30 into woods nearby and 
shot. 

He added: “We believe 
that up to 7.000 people are 
missing from the capture of 
Srebrenica. I'm afraid their 
fate could well be very clear 
from the mass graves and 
mass executions we’ve heard 
about in the area.” 

Mr. Shattuck visited the 
devastated village of Glogo- 
va, 16 kilometres northwest 
of Srebrenica, where he said 
2.000 people were believed 
buried. 

A Reuters reporter saw a 
human bone, with flesh and 
rags attached, protruding 
from a suspected mass grave 
nearby. 

The Bosnian Serb "interior 
minister” Dragan Kijac. 
whose police escorted Mr. 
Shattuck to the sites,” said 
later that his trip proved no- 
thing about alleged war 
crimes. 

Mr. Shattuck said he was 
keen to provide momentum 
for investigations by the Bos- 
nia war crimes tribunal, 
headed by Mr. Goldstone. 
“Security will be needed for 
grave investigations and 
IFOR has a duty... to provide 
assistance to war crimes in- 
vestigators,” he said. 

Commanders of the 
NATO-led Implementation 


Force in Bosnia (IFOR) have 
been quick, to deny reports 
that their troops will guard 
the sites of mass graves pend 
ing investigations. 

"We’ve seen statements 
made bv Assistant Secretary 
Shattuck over the past 
hours. Please understand 
these are statements repre 
senting the view of an indi 
vidual who is outside IFOR.' 
IFOR spokesman Mark 
Rayner said in Sarajevo on 
Monday. 

Mr. "Shattuck said in Bel 
grade on Monday he had "no 
differences of opinion with 
IFOR.” 


Allegations of mass killings 
form the basis of war crimes 
indictments issued by a U.N. 
tribunal against the Bosnian 
Serb “president,” Radovan 
Karadzic, and army comman- 
der Ratko Mladic. 

Judge Goldstone was sche- 
duled' to meet IFOR com- 
mander Admiral Leighton 
Smith, ground forces com- 
mander' General Michael 
Walker and Ejup Ganic. 
member of the Bosnian pres- 
idency. 


Some 220 registered pris- 
oners were freed on Friday. 
But hundreds more are still 
being held by Muslim. Croat 
and Serb authorities despite 
the requirement of the Day- 
ton peace agreement that 
they be released uncon- 
ditionally. 


The military timetable of 
the peace plan is proceeding 
more successfully, with most 
forces having withdrawn on 
schedule by two kilometres 
from their ceasefire line to 
create a "zone of separation” 
which will be policed by the 
peacekeepers. 


U.S. backs Egypt in 
dispute with Sudan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The’ reviewed "the work of the 
United States backs Egypt in U.N. Security Council, and 


its dispute with Sudan, which 
is accused of supporting ter- 
rorism, U.S.. Ambassador to 
the United ..Nations 
Madeleine Albright said here 
on Monday. 

"Sudan is an issue that we 
want to be supportive on and 
we are very concerned by 
what has happened.” Ms. 
Albright told journalists after 
meeting with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

“We discussed with the 
president the whole issue of 
Sudan and the assassination 
attempt on him” in Addis 
Ababa last June which Egypt 
and Ethiopia accuse Khar- 
toum of backing. Ms. 
Albright said. 

“We are very concerned 
about that event itself and the 
whole issue of the spread of 
terrorism. (But) at this stage, 
we are just looking at all the 
various options. This is a 
process," she said. 

Sudan has been on the 
U.S. State Department’s list 
of countries supporting ter- 
rorism since 1993. 

Egypt, which just took a 
seat on the Security Council, 
and the five other non- 
aligned members have put 
forward a resolution to force 
Khartoum to extradite to 
Ethiopia three militants sus- 
pected in the bid to kill Mr. 
Mubarak. 

The council will begin dis- 
cussing the resolution after 
Jan. 29. according to diplo- 
mats. 

Relations between Egypt 
and Sudan have taken a nose- 
dive since the assassination 
attempt and Cairo has repe- 
atedly accused Khartoum of 
backing Egyptian militants 
seeking to topple Mr. Mubar- 
ak. 

Ms. Albright, who arrived 
in Egypt late .Sunday on the 
last leg of a tour of Africa, 
said she and Mr. Mubarak 


Egypt’s important role as a 
new member of the council.” 

“We are going to be work- 
ing very closely following 
Egypt's lead on a whole set of 
issues before the Security 
Council," she said. 

The ambassador under- 
lined the need for peacekeep- 
ing operations in Africa and 
the need to reform the U.N. 
and Iraq. 

"We are not for dividing 
Iraq, we believe that it needs 
to be one country," she said. 
But "Saddam Hussein's reg- 
ime has to respect the rights 
of the Kurds in the north and 
the Shiites who live in the 
south.” 

Ms. Albright was to meet 
late Monday with Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa before 
leaving the next morning for 
the United States. 

Eritrea’s President Isayas 
Afewerki was quoted on 
Monday as saying he would 
give militarily support to all 
Sudanese groups seeking to 
topple the government of 
President Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir. 


“If the policy of the 
Sudanese regime is to use 
force against us then it is not 
strange or shameful for us to 
defend ourselves by al! 
means,” Mr. Afewerki told 
the London-based Al Hayat 
Arabic daily. 

"We have absolutely no 
ties with this regime and our 
relations with the opposition 
are well known. If they ask us 
to support them militarily or 
through training or with 
arms, we will not hesitate to 
fulfil their demands.” he 
added. 

Eritrea broke relations 
with Sudan in December 
1994 on suspicion that Khar- 
toum was supporting a sub- 
versive Eritrean Islqmic 
movement. 



Hassan Abu Ghanimeh 


Al Ra’i 
art critic 
passes 
away 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hassan 
Abu Ghanimeh, a columnist 
and art and movie critic with 
the Al Ra’i daily, died Mon- 
day of a heart attack. He was 
48. 

Bom in Irbid in 1948, Mr. 
Abu Ghanimeh was a well- 
known movie critic in the 
past quarter of a century dur- 
ing which he also attended 
several regional and interna- 
tional cinema festivals. He 
was recently elected as mem- 
ber of an international com- 
mittee on cinema history 
formed by the United Na- 
tions Educational. Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). 

Mr. Abu Ghanimeh wrote 
20 books on cinema, culture 
and several biographies, and 
worked as a journalist for 
some time, writing for Sy- 
rian, Lebanese and Jordanian 
.press, but he spent the last 10 
years of his life as arts editor 
for Al Ra’i daily. 


Rabin assassin shifts tactics as trial resumes 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
trial of Yigal Amir, the killer 
of Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, is set to resume 
on Tuesday with the defence 
changing tactic and arguing 
that he never intended to 
assassinate the premier. 

Amir, 25, who gunned 
down Mr. Rabin at dose 
range after a peace rally in 
Tel Aviv on Nov. 4, faces life 
imprisonment if found guilty 
on charges of predemidated 
murder of the prime minister 
and wounding a bodyguard. 

However, Israeli legal ex- 
pert suggested that Amir’s 
lawyers would seek to have 
the charges reduced to man- 
slaughter and argue that ear- 
lier confessions were beaten 
out of him. 


"The defence is going to 
bring out the latest confes- 
sion from its dient in which 
he sdd he aimed at the prime 
minister's spinal column, in- 
tending to paralyse him, and 
not at this head or heart." 
said one expert, Yoram Yar- 
koni. 


In a statement published 
on Jan. 16, AmUtold investi- 
gators from the state commis- 
sion of inquiry: "I was not 
looking to kill Yitzhak 
Rabin. I did not intend to do 
it, but only to wound him 
seriously enough so that he 
would have to retire from the 
political scene." 


Israel, where he is held in 
solitary confinement, has 
been submitted as evidence 
to the Tel Aviv court hand- 
ling the case. 

“If I could have shot the 
prime minister in the knee 
and put an end to his political 
activities I would have done 
it," he said, according to the 
transcript broadcast by Israeli 
television. 


A transcript of the state- 
ment, made during an eight- 
hour interrogation at Beer- 
sheba prison in southern 


Amir, a right-wing law stu- 
dent opposed to the Israeli- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace pro- 
cess, has said at previous 
court hearings, usually with a 
smile on his fece. that he was 
acting on the orders of God 
and was carrying out his 
sacred duty. 

With his brother Hagai, 


auu menu Dror Adani he 
faces a separate trial for con- 
spiracy. 

He continues to express no 
regrets for his action and has 
said Mr. Rabin’s successor, 
Shimon Peres, also deserved 
to die, although he has in- 
sisted he had nothing person- 
al against Mr. Rabin as an 
individual. 

“I even stood to attention 
for you when the siren sound- 
ed on the day of Rabin’s 
funeral," he said. 

Contrary to earlier confes- 
sions, when he admitted 
trying three times to kill Mr. 
Rabin, in his last statement 
he said; "Right up until the 
last minute, I didn’t know if I 
■was going t 0 fi re or not j 

have killed someone but I am 
not a liar.” 



Australian city 
muzzles killer 
dogs 


CANBERRA (R) — A city 
council in Australia has 1 
imposed tough controls on 
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American pit bull teniere 
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and plans to ban breeding, 
following a series of fatal 
dog attacks in Australia. 

“The dogs are particularly 
vicious," Jim Soorley, 
mayor of the Queensland 
state capital Brisbane, told 
Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Mon- 
day. “When Lhey bite, they 
only let go to get a better 
bite and you have to have 
an iipn bar to open their 
jaws. I think that sort of \0 v;S ‘ ; 

dog is unnecessary in r 

an.. .urban population." 

New regulations imposed 
recently by Mr. Soorley's 
city council declare pit 
bulls dangerous, forcing 
O’ 1 - vs to keep their dogs 
be i nd special fences and 
muzzle them in public. A 
second raft of controls will 
ban breeding and make de- 
sexing compulsory. Pit 
bulls, some of which are 
bred for illegal dogfights, 
are vicious fighters and 
naturally aggressive, say 
animal experts. A national ' 
law already bans their *• 
import. 
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Tattoo artists 
make their mark at 
convention 


HOUSTON (R) — The 
hum of tattoo machines 
reverberated through a 
Houston hotel Sunday as . 
1,500 people tattooed, 
scarred and pierced each 
oilier in an event where the ... 
offbeat is normal. The 
colourful 20th anniversary 
reunion and tattoo conven- - 
tion brought together tattoo 
artists and aficionados in 
an atmosphere that would j .. 
cheer those who believe the 
United States is becoming 
too staid. There was, for 
example, the young man 
who calls himse lf Enigma. ■' 
His entire body, including- 
his shaved head, has been- 
tattooed with small 
squares. ’As he travels. 
Enigma collects souvenirs- 
by getting local tattoo 
artists to fill in the squares. 

He has travelled a lot Julia 
Gnuse, a 41 -year-old com- 
puter saleswoman from 
California, has a fece that, 
is a permanent march gras 
mask, tattooed with 
swirling birds, flowers and 
snakes. Sales calls, she 
said, can be interesting, i;- 
“When I first go in, some 
people look at me strange- " : 
ly, but once they see the 
artwork, they like it,” she • 
told Reuters. Business 
must be good because Ms. . 
Gnuse has spent 530,000 
getting tattooed since she 
started four years ago with . 
a leg tattoo to cover up a " 
skin disorder. The current 
fad in tattooing is called 
tribalism. It refers to sim- 
ple designs that draw from 
primitive cultures. Among ■ 
the younger crowd, satanic >. 
tattoos are big, artists say. 
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Burglar snores his 
way into police 
lock-up 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP1 
— - A Malaysian burglar-, 
exhausted after breaking. 1 ^ 
into an office on the ont-'‘? :i .‘ .^20^ 
skirts of Kuala Lumpur 
fell asleep on the job ... at* . 
snored his way into poll® 
lock-up. repons sale. • - 

Sunday. The 22-year-olt 
professional locksmith war. - 
exhausted after cuttinj . 

through iron grilles to ente 
the office block in the sub • 
urb of Petaling Jaya ani 
fell asleep by a safe, polio - 
said. “Unfortunately, b 
overslept, and an employe . 
found him snoring awa '' 
beside a safe,” distric ' -. 

Deputy Police Cbie..- 
Reduan Aslie was quote- 
saying by the Sunda 

Times. The worker calle 
police immediately and th 
slumbering thief 
caught. 
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